UNIT 3 – INDIA, CHINA, AFRICA, MESOAMERICA

I. India

· Chandragupt Maurya – Mauryan Empire 

· Unite N. India

· Big army, many-a-war elephants

· Arthasastra ( Kautilya

· 4 Province: prince & lostricts (officials)

· Asoka (grandson)

· War => expansion

· Kalinga 100,000 slain => Buddhism => kindness => good roads

· 232 BC: died & India broke

· Andhra empire 

· Trade w/ Rome, Sri Lanka, SE Asia

· Chandra Gupta ( Gupta Emprie

· Marrying daughters => power

· “Great King of Kings”

· Gupta II – height (Prince o Princes)

· Defeat Shakas => Med. Trade

· Died => India broke up

· Heavy taxes

· N. India: Refugees 

· Hinduism (priests) vs. Buddhism

· Buddhism

· Bodhissatvas – potential Buddhas

· 2 faction – Maha (accepeted) & Thera (held to old belief)

· Hindu

· Many gods ( 3 main: Brahma (creator), Vishnu (preserver), Shiva (destroyer)

· Rich Literature

· Astronomy – sea people

· Calendar (sun) & prove Earth round by lunar eclipse

· Arybhata calculated pi to 4 decimal

· Medicine

· Silk Road – India right in the middle => $$

· interest rate on loans overseas: Mauryan: 240% vs. Gupta: 15 – 20%

· Cultural & Religious Diffusion

II. China

· Xiang Yu (killed) vs. Liu Bang 

· Han Dyansty: 400 years: AD 9 ( middle

· Liu Bang:

·  destroy rival, centralize gov, lower taxes & soften punishments

· After death: Empress Lu had power 

· Wudi (Liu Bang’s great grandson): reigned longest: 141 – 87 BC

· Taxation, monopoly

· Expand through war

· Stretched to Manchuria, Korea, Vietnam

· Complex beareaucracy

· Peasants owed tax, labor, military

· Roads, canal, irrigation, expanded Great Wall

· Set up school for rich => exam for gov’t

· AD 105: Paper

· Collar harness, plow, wheelbarrow, watermill, salt, iron, coins, alchohol

· Assimilation – make conquered part o Chinese culture (intermarry)

· Writers

· Sima Qian: Grand Historian, Ban Biao: History, Ban Zhao: Lessons

· Gap between $$ & no big

· 32 BC – AD 9: inexperienced rulers

· Wang Mang (AD 9 – 23)

· Minted money => prices up

· Public granaries, redistribute large landholdings

· AD 11 flood => revolts (rich & poor)

· Old imperial family ruled

· 220: 3 rival kingdoms

III. Africa

· 40% dessert, 5% rainforest, 40% Savana (most ppl live, thin-rich topsoil)

· 10,000: Ag. & 8000 – 4000 BC: Sahara

· After Ag. Settled: stressed importance of family => clans

· 1 creator & animism (spirits)

· no written language, griots (storytellers)

· Dejenne-Dejeno

· 250 BC, oldest objects

· 1400 AD: city abandoned

·  Dejenne rose 2 miles away

· 3rd Cent: smelt Iron

· Camel routes => comm..

· Nok: W. Af’s earliest culture: 500 BC – AD 200 (Nigeria)

· similar artifacts (Animal heads) in DD

· Hairstyles still worn today

· Kush south when met Assyrians

· Aksum 

· King Soloman & Queen o Sheba

· Dynasty: 20th cent. Ruler: Haile Selassie

· May start when Arabs X red sea

· Ge’ez: written lang. O Kushites 

· Irrigation: Terrance farm, canals, dams, cistern (holding tanks)

· Zoskales: may be first ruler

· Ezana: conquered Yemen, Kush, converted Christian & strengthend

· Lead to dispute over Christ (solely divine vs. divine human)

· Export salt, ivory, emerald, gold & Import: cloth, glass, wine, metal

· Cultural mix

· Mahrem (god) & kings descendants from him

· Decline due to Islam: moved to mountains 

· Askum protected Muhammed’s family, weren’t initially attacked

· Migration: Ottoman, America

· Trace by language

· Bantu

· Believe to relate to Nok

· Congo & Rainforest => bananas

· 1,500 years: S. Africa

· Drove BaMbuti & San

· Intertwined => unified Africa

· 60 mil. Speak Bantu related lang. Today

IV. Americas

· Beringia – Bering Strait landbridge

· 40,000 – 12,000 BC: first arrivals (foot or boat)

· Mastodon: hunted, large animal that’s extinct now

· 7000 BC: Ag. Rev

· Squashes, gourds, beans, avocados, chilies, Maize

· 4 mo. plant enough for 2 yrs (family o 3)

· Chinampas – floating garden (3 harvests/years)

· Population up => farming => settled

· Mesoamerica: central

· Olmec: “mother culture” (rubber ppl)

· 8 ton statue => built many great stuff

· hot, humid, swampy, rain

· San Lorenzo: 1150 BC – 900 BC

· La Venta: 900 BC – 400 BC: 100 ft mound (tomb, Great Pyramid)

· Jaguar worship

· Traded far => spread

· No written records, artifacts 

· Zapotec – Oaxaca Valley (3), SW o Olmec

· Fertile, mild climate,

· San Jose Mogote (main power)

· Temples, sculptures, hieroglyphic, calendar, observatories

· first urban center: Monte Alban (on moutain)

· Statues had char. Olmec (flat nose, fat lips)

· Influence Maya: ceremonials, elite ruling glass, city plans

· Andes: River valley civilizations


· 3000 BC: Farm, 1800 BC: communities

· Chavin: 900 – 200 BC: 10,000 ft above sea

· Pyramid, plaza, mounds, religious sites, carving, pottery, textiles, 

· “mother culture” – no political/economical => only religious

· Nazca: 200 BC – AD 600 (S. Coast o Peru)

· Dry, so irrigation, textile, pottery (depict myth animals)

· Moche: AD 100 – AD 700 (N. Coast o Peru)

· Rivers ( irrigation

· Corn, beans, potatoes, squash, peanuts,

· Tombs: wealth

· Ceramics: everyday life (no written lang.)

