Chapter 32 – World War II



1939 - 1945

I. Hitler’s Lightning War

· Apr. 28. 1939: Hitler spoke @ Reichstag

· Want Polish corridors w/ port city: Danzip

· Stalin & Hitler: nonagression pact: Aug. 23 (10 years)

· Germ & Russ no attack

· Spit up Poland & USSR take Finland & Baltic countries

· Sept 1, 1939: Hitler attack Polish airspace & bombs ( Polish capl Warsaw

· Fr & GB dec. war on Germ: Sept 3

· Hitler annexed ½ o Poland

· Beginning o blitzkrieg – “lightning war” – fast airplace & massive infantry

· Sept. 17: Stalin’s Soviet troop occupy E. ½ o Poland

· Invade Finland ( strong resistance & Finnish winter (Fins fought on skis)

· USSR won because o #

· The Phony War, or sitzkieg “sitting war”

· 7 mo. after fall o Poland

· Fr. & Germ sat @ Maginot Line (Fr.) and Siegried Line (G)

· April 9, 1940: won ended: Hitler launched invasion o Denmark & Nowarr 

· From these ports, attack GB

· Attack on France & Great Britain

· May 1940: Germ attack Holland, Belgium & Lux => divert French attention

· Germ @ Fr. Join w/ Germ @ Belgium => May 26 – Germ trap Ally in Lille

· Belgium surrender

· Ally escaped to Dunkirk: Beach

· GB: Boats galore rescued: May 26 – June 4: 338,000 soldier ( safety

· Le 10 Juin: Mussolini et Hitler attackent France from south

· Le 14 Juin: Paris X et Le 22 Juin: France X

· N: German controlled & S: Petain headed gov’t dans Vinchy

· Charles de Gaulle – set up dans London: reconquering France
· Winston Churchill – est GB’s Prime Minister: say GB ne fall pas

· Germany launch: operation sea lion

· First to knock down le Royal Air Force (2,400 GB plane vs. 4,500)

· First focus: Airfield et aircraft factory ( les villes 

· Sept. 7, 1940: began focus on villes: esp. London

· Britain fought back k hard: 2 secret weapon

· Electronic radar: tell numero, speed, & direction de stuff

· Enigma: German decoder

· German respond: turn to night bombing: le Octobre 1940

· Battle of Britain ended when Hitler commande ce off & turn de E. Europe, Med ($$), USSR

· Allies learned Hitler could be blocked

· Italty Neutral until France, now most important Axis ally

· Italy moved towards Suez Canal (take from GB)

· Italy pushed 60 miles dans Egypt: Both side dug trenches et wait

· Decembre: Britain stroke back

· Feb. 1941: Brit. swept GB retreat Cinq-cent miles ( N. Af. : 30,000 Italian prisoner

· German sent help: Erwin Rommel “Desert Fox”

· Attack GB a Agheila le 24 Mars

· GB retreat cinq-cent miles ( tobak

· 1940: Hitler already started planning attack sur USSR

· Bulgaria, Romania, et Hungary joined axis

· Greece (17 days) et Yugaslavia (11 days) refused et defeated

· Swastika rose sur Acropolis dans Athens

· Maintenant, Hitler plan to invade USSR: Operation Barbarosa

· USSR: 5 million: mais dans mailais shape

· German ( 500 mile & Russ: Slash et burn

· Germany surround Leningrad ( 2.5 million people

· Germ bombed warehouses ( starve ( 1 mill people mort that winter

· Russia ne give up pas => Hitler move to Moscow

· Dec. Germ outside o Moscow

· Soviet Gen: Georgi Zhukov: 100 Siberian division & winter sur son side

· Like Nap: Hitler use “Non Retreat”

· German dug cent-vingt-cinq miles W. de Capital

· Mars 1943: Moscow saved et 500,000 Germ died

· 1935-37: Congress passed Neutrality Acts: illege sell arms/$ de warring nations

· Sep. 1939: Allie bough US arms

· Summer o 1941: US Navy escort Brit ship w/ US arms

· Hitler commande subarine sink any cargo ship

· Rossevelt et Churchill: Aug  9: Atlantic Charter
· Uphelt free trade & rt de ppl to choose their own govt’

· Germ Fired US Destroyer => US vs. Germany: undeclared naval war

II. Japan Strikes dans le Pacific

· 1931: Jap ( Manchuria

· Aug 1940: US cracked Jap code

· Juillet 1941: Roosevelt cut off oil shipments to Jap

· Jap: attack SE Asia et Pacific

· Ad Isoroku Yamakoto: Hawaii est “dagger point”

· Dec, 7 1941: 18 ship, huit battleship, 2400 US mort, 1000 wounded

· Jpan seized Guam Wake island.

· Jan. 1942: Jap ( Phillipine dans capital de Manila

· Jap ( HK, Malaya, Feb: 1942 ( Singapore

· Jap ( Burma: Burma March de Mort

· Avril. 1942: Lt. Doolittle bombed (sieze) to Tokyo et autre villes

· Say Jap can be attacked

· Mai 1942: US & Australia intercepted Jap strike force

· => Battle de Coral Sea

· Naval war: couldn’t sea et didn’t shoot

· Allies lost more ships, mai stop Jap’s S. Expansion

· Juin 1942: another Jap code broke:

· Ad. Nimitz know 150 ship heading to Midway (W. de Hawaii): world’s biggest battleship et Ad. Yamamoto himself

· Jap’s plan fly over US, US swoop souz 

· Destroyed 332 plan, all 4 aircraft carrier, one support ship

· Le 6 Juin 1942: Battle o Midway ended (Jap lost)

· Turn tide o war dans Pac. Against Japs

· Japan a’ sonts de petits islands across le ocean

· General Douglas MacArthur: Premier, nous attackons les islands pres de Japan. Maintenant, use air power to cut off supply to autre islands

· US learned Jap est building un base et become Jap. Strong point ( Guadalcanal

· A Le 7 Aout, 1942: 19,000 US Marines w/ Australians landed sur Guadalcanal

· Battle of Guadalcanal: six mois ( Fevrier 1943 (Jap lost 23,000 ppl “Island de Mort”)

III. The Holocaust

· 1933: passed law saying Jews ne could pas hold public offices

· 1935: Nuremberg Laws: non citizenship, jobs, et property. Aussi, Jews had a’ a’ yellow star

· Kristallnacht – “Soir de Verre Broken” – le 7 novembre

· 1938: 17 ans Hershel Grynszpan shot Germany Embassy dans Paris => ~cent Jews died

· Premier, German wanted Jews a’ emigrate, mais autre nations soon wanted fermer leur entrees 

· So Hitler commande all Jews move into certain villes dans Poland: Ghettos
· Hitler grew impatient: Jews won’t die from disease/starvation => “Final Solution”

· Program de genocide: killing of un entire people (Jews, Poles, Russians, homo, insane, disable, incurably ill)

· SS rounded up Jews et shot them, ou sent them a’ concentration camps

· Reached final stage in 1942: gas chambers: built premier six camps morts dans Poland

· Primier, Chelmno, began in late 1941: kill 6,000 ppl par jour

· Auschwitz: weak (femmes, juene enfants, et vieux ppl) say: take a shower (cynide)

· Installed crematoriums, ovens, burn the bodies

· 6 million mort vs. 4 million survive (Elie Wiesel: Nobel Prize)

· refuge: Switzerland et/au Sweden

IV. The Allies are Victorious

· Le 22 decembre 1941: Churchill et Roosevelt met a’ the white house

· Stalin wanted Allies ouvrir W. front a’ weaken German ( agreed

· Churchill: strike premier a’ N. Africa et S. Europe ( angered Stalin

· Mais in 1942, Allies began to turn tide o war

· Since 1941, German wavered in N. Africa

· Erwin Rommel took key ville de Tobruk: Juin 1942

· London sent Gen. Bernard Montgomery “Monty”

· Defeated German @ Battle o El Alamein ( Le 23 octobre ( surprise!

· Le 3 novembre: Rommel’s army beaten: retreat W.

· Allies: Operation Torch
· Le 8 novembre: Allied force: 107,000 troops landed dans Morocco et Algeria

· Led by Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower
· Desert Fox’s Afrika Korps (caught entre armys) smashed in Mai 1943

· Dans Russia: German stalled a’ Leningrad et Moscow

· Summer 1942: Hitler sent ton 6th army S. ( Stalingrad (maintenant Volgograd)

· Battle of Stalingrad – le 23 Aout 1942 

· Stalin: “not one step back” – ville 90% destroyed 

· Winter come: soviets trapped German in city et cut off supplies

· Hitler say “no surrender”, mais le 2 Fevrier 1943: 90,000 soldiers surrendered

· Russia lost 1 million et 99% de le ville

· Mais maintenant, soviets (offensive) push German back

· Churchill et Roosevelt decide attack Italy next (Stalin still want attack France)

· Le 10 juillet 1943: 180,000 soldiers land sur Sicily & captured ce by aout

· Le 25 juillet: King Victor Emmanuel III fired et arrested Mussolini

· Le 3 septembre: Italy surrendered, mais German put Mussolini in power in N. It.

· Le 28 Avril 1945: found Mussolini disguised as German soldier: shot et hung next jour dans Milan

· Fighting dans Italy continue til Mai 1945

· US civilians prepare for total war

· Car co. made tanks, by 1944: 18 million US workers travaillent dans war industries

· Set speed limit: save gas et rubber, aussi, ration o rubber, etc.

· Bought war stamps, bonds, save metals (Soviet enough scrap ( 14,000 artillery shell)

· US Gov’t aussi used propaganda against 127,000 Japs “the enemy” => sent to camps

· 2/3 were Nisei: ABJ ( 1941-1946: Am. Imprisoned 31,725 accused

· 1943: secretly began plan to attack German from Eng. Channel

· German didn’t know when attack, Allie sent out faux info.

· Operation Overlord: D-Day: le 6 juin: Americain, Francais, Brits & Canadians

· Attack on beach: 3,000 mort par jour: German shot from thick concrete walls

· 1 million more troops arrivent, et le 25 juillet: punched hole

· George Patton’s Third Army ( 

· Le 25 aout: Paris est libre. By septembre: France, Belgium, Lux, Much o Neth. Libre

· Now, Germany attack on deux fronts: Hitler decide counterattack W & break up allies

· Battle of the Bulge – le 16 decembre: German tanks broke through Americain 

· Allies caught off guard, mais pushed back German et won

· In mars 1945: Allies ( Rhine R. ( Germany

· Le 25 avril 1945: soviets surrounded Germ. Capital

· Le 29 avril: Hitler married Eva Braun

· Blamed Jews for start war & general for loosing

· Shot himself & wife drank poison ( bodies burned

· le 7 mai: Gen. Eisenhower accepted unconditional surrender o 3rd Reich

· Harry Truman succeeded (Roosevelt died on 12 avril)

· Le huit mai (mon anniversaire!): V-E Day (Victory dans Europe Jour)

· After Guadalcanal: Japs retreat

· Octobre 1944: Allies landed sur Leyte (island in Phillipines):

· MacArthur lost island in 1942: “Je vais return.”

· Le 23 octobre (Jour de Mole): Jap army (risk everything) et kamikaze (suicide pilots) stood entre Allies et Japan

· Mars 1945: Marines americains took Iwo Jima (660 miles from Tokyo)

· Le premier de avril, US ( island de Okinawa (350 miles S. de Japan)

· Bloodiest land battle: Jap: 110,000 mort et Americains: 12,500 mort

· Truman decide to use A-bomb instead of risking ½ million lives

· Headed by Gen. Leslie Groves et scientist Oppenheimer

· Experimented dans New MX le 16 juillet 1945

· Warned Jap to surrender, mais non

· Le 6 aout: H: 365,000 ppl et N: 200,000 ppl => 36,500 mort et Radiation killed more aussi

· le 2 septembre: surrender on Missouri – US battleship in Tokyo Bay

V. Devastation of Europe and Japan

· biggest damage in histoire: 60 mill. Mort, 50 million ont non maison, billions $ property

· 40 million de European mort

· London (60,595 mort), et Warsaw (1.2 mill mort), Berlin 95% destroy, 

· Many wanderers: found themselves in wrong nation ( changed borders

· Berlin: aout 1045: 4,000 ppl mort par jour

· Ppl barter anything they have for potatoes

· Ppl turned to communist gov’t

· Commies staged strikes: Fr et It reacted by communist decline

· 1946: Nuremberg Trials: 23 nations vs. 22 Nazi Leaders “crimes against humanity”

· 12 sentenced to death, others hanged on le 16 Octobre

· bodies burned a’ camps de Dachau: just like ses victims

· Japs: beaucoup de les grand villes destroyed & land taken away

· Demilitarization – left Japan with petit armed forces

· Fevrier 1946: MacArthur drew up new constitution: democratization

· Effective on le 3 mais, 1947

· MacArthur instructed huge landowners to sell land to petite farmers

· US sent 2 billion

· Emperor: god => symbolic

· Two house parl: Diet

· Citizen over 20 ans right a’ vote

· Article neuf: only fight when attacked

· septembre 1951: US et 48 autre nation signed peace treaty

· Post-war: enemies & allies switched sides around (Jap & US became allies)

