Chapter 31 – Years of Crisis



1919 – 1939

I. An Age of Uncertainty

· Albert Einstein: space, time, energy, matter

· Theory of relativity – space/time change when measured relative to object moving near speed o light

· Uncertainty/relativity replace Newton’s absolute laws

· Sigmund Freud – Austria: psychologicist

· Human behavior: irrational beyond reason ( subconciousness

· The Interpretation of Dreams: weaken faith in reason

· philosophers/writers: WWI => question reason/progress

· 1922: T.S. Eliot: W. Society lost its spiritual value => “waste land”

· existentialism – Jean Paul Sartre, Karl Jaspers

· believe no universal meaning to life

· greatest influence after WWII

· influenced by Friedrich Nietzsche 

· 1880: W. put too much stress on reason, democracy, progress ( stifled emotion & instince => individuality & creativity (
· willpower & courage => some can rise & control

· Franz Kafka: The Trial & The Castle
· People crushing situations they couldn’t understand

· James Joyce: Ulysses
· Lengthy: focus on single day in lives o three Dubliners

· Write book trying to mirror workings o human mind

· Painter break against traditional styles

· Expressionist: bold colors, distorted/exaggerated shapes

· Cubism: 1907 ( inspire by traditional African art

· 1916 – 1924: Dada movement: est. values made meaningless by WWI

· Surrealism – dream: “beyond or above reality”

· Architect: replace ornament structure w/ buildings built for function: functionalism

· The Rite of Spring: dissonant & irregular rythms: Igor Stravinsky

· Audienced walked out on opening night

· Arnold Schoenberg created 12-tone scale o irregular notes (math)

· Jazz: Af: New Orleans, Memphis, Chicago

· “young rebellion”: pleasure seeking defiance o accepted 

· Women: worked in war => RT to vote

· Abandoned restrictive clothing & hair

· Looser cloths, hair short, makeup, drove, drank, smoked

· Medince, education, journalism

· Argue: equal partnership in marriage

· After war: Brit: middle class could afford cars

· Affected: new businesses & commute to work

· Planes

· 1918: Planes fly 100 miles

· 1919: 2 Brits flew over Atlantic: Newfoundland ( Ireland

· 1927: Charles Lindbergh: 33 hour: NY ( Paris

· Amelia Earhart: 1932: First woman fly across Atlantic

· Radio: first in 1895

· 1920: first commericial radio station: KDKA: Pittsburgh, Penn.

· Europe: Gov’t owned: BBC

· Movies:

· Europe: art form: psychological themes

· 1920: slapstick, dramas

· late 1920: sound

· Countries became more independent

II. Global Despression

· US & Japan’s eco. Improved, Europe digressed

· Germany, AH, Russian, even France & Italty: troubled when experimented w/ democracy

· Coalition government: temporary alliance o several parties

· Many disagreements => fast breakups

· France: 40 change in gov’t from 1919 – 1839

· 1919: Germany: Weimar Republic
· not use to democracy: many different parties

· blamed for Treaty o Versailles

· didn’t have war tax, but print money => $ lost value => massive inflation

· ppl’s life saving became worthless

· Dawes Plan: head by Am. Banker: Charles Dawes

· Provide $200 million from Am. To get Germany back on track

· 1924: slow inflation & got more loans

· 1929: Germ. Back to pre-war production rates

· G. foreign minister: Gustav Stresemann & France FM: Aristide Briand improve relationship

· 1925: signed say no more war, Germ. Respect French boarder ( G. admit to League o Nations

· 1928: Kellogg Briand Peace pact

· Europeans had much Am. Investments: 1929 ((( Great Depression

· Uneven wealth distrubute, overprod. Business/ag, consumer goods demand less

· 1929: Am. Factories: ½ world prod: 5% got 33% o income

· 60% earned less than $2000

· family can’t buy => factories produce less => lay off

· New methods o Ag => world overproduction => prices down

· Farms can’t sell => can’t pay back loans

· 1929: Wall St. NYSE: financial capital

· Sept: started selling: rates were oddly high

· Oct 24: gradually down => slide down

· 16 million stock sold & stock market collapsed

· 1932: factory production cut in ½ 

· 1933: ¼ Am. No job

· Congress place high tariff => ( US, ( Foreign => Foreign place high tariff too

· World trade drop 65%

· Germ. & Aus. ( because o war debts

· 1931: Austria’s largest bank failed

· 1931: Jap. Crops failures

· LA: goods not wanted by foreign (high tariff) & LA high tariff => ((
· Brits created National Gov’t: multi-party coalition

· Passed laws regulating economy

· 1937: unemploy. Cut in ½ 

· France: 1930: didn’t rely too much on Foreign import ( mostly Ag.

· 1933: 5 coalitions

· 1936: moderate, Soccies, Commies => coalition: The Popular Front

· pay increase, holidays w/ pay, 40-hr work week

· but price increased, so still (
· Denmark, Sweden, Norway: Soccies: built recovery programs

· Sweden: public work: keep employment rate 

· Raised pensions & increase unemploy. Insurance, welfare <= tax

· 1932: Franklin D. Roosevelt – began New Deal
· public work for unemployment

· regulations to cushion stock market/banking sys.

III. Fascism Rises in Europe

· Fascism – loyalty to state & leader (Il Duce)

· Revive economy & punish responsible for hard times

· Upper class ruled

· Italy mad: no large territorial gain in WWI, bad economy, fear o Communism

· Benito Mussolini – no big support first, but bad eco & party’s campaign o terror against Commies & Soccies

· Oct. 1922: 30,000 march to Rome

· King Victor Emmanuel III gave Mussolini the gov’t ( legal

· Censorship galore, outlawed strikes

· Never achieve total control

· Adolf Hitler – dropped out o high school & failed artist, so join army 

· 1920: join Munich: believe Germany overturn Treaty o Versailles & Commies

· Nazi (National Socialist Germany Workers’ Party) storm troppers (brownshirts)

· Hitler: der Fuher: the leader

· 1923: try take over Munich, arrested ( 9 mo. prison

· wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle) outline for Nazi plan

· say Germany needed more Lebensraum – living space: conquer

· 1932: 6 million people layed off: turnt o Hitler

· Conservatives thought they could control Hitler => Hitler made Chancellor

· Say only Hitler could stand up to Commie Party

· Hitler call for new election

· Reichstag building (Parl. Mtg.) destroy ( Hitler blame Commies => Hitler win election

· Hitler turned totalitarian

· SS unit: Schutzstaffel created ( 1934: arrested hundreds o Hitler enemy

· Laws banned: strikes, ind. Labor unions, gov’t control business

· Raise employment: factories, highway, weapon, military

· 1936: unemployment: 6 – 1.5 million

· Press, radio, literature painting, film: propaganda ( control every aspect o lifes

· Church: no anti-Nazi

· Hitler Youth/League o German Girls 

· Social Darwinism

· Twisted Nietzsche’s philosophy

· 1933: anti-Semitism (anti-Jew) grew

· Nov. 9, 1938: Kristallnacht (night o broken glass): start o Jew elminate

· 1919: Hungary: after brief Commie

· Admiral Miklos Horthy: first European post-war dictator

· Marshal Josephy Pilsudski: Poland

· Yugoslavia, Albania, Bulgaria, Romania: king ( one-man rule

· mid 1930s: democratic vs. totalitarian

IV. Aggressors on the March

· After reform/progress in 1920: Japan ( Military rule

· 1922: Japan sign treaty respecting China’s borders

· 1928: Kellogg-Briand pact

· Japan sys. O parl.

·  strict limit on prime minister & cabinet

· Civilian little control over army forces ( only Emp.

· 1930: Despression: gov’t blame => militarist takeover

· Emperor: symbolic state power ( Emp. Hirohito

· Solve eco. Problem: plan to attack China

· 1931: Japs invade Manchuria

· League o Nations protested & condemned Japan

· Japan withdrew in 1933

· July 7, 1937: Jap. Vs. Jiang Jieshi

· Jiang Jieshi: new cap. Chongqing

· Mao fights Japs

· Mussolini: wanted colony in Africa ( Ethiopia

· Oct. 1935: invaded Ethiopia

· Haile Selassie: Eth. Emp. Appeal to League o Nations ( did nothing

· March 1935: Fuhrer disobey Treaty o Versailles by increasing army

· March 7, 1936: German entered forbiddened Rhineland (France)

· Brits urge appeasement: giving in to keep peace

· Settling o Rhineland sparked new Germany umph

· Rome-Berlin Axis: Germany & Italty,

· Jap joined: Axis Powers (JIG)

· Spain: Gov’t (liberal/socialist) faced crisis ( Fascist step in: Francisco Franco
· Hitler & Mussolini help France

· Little help for other side (Soviet, International Brigade o volunteer)

· 1939: Franco became fascist dictator

· 1930s: Brit & France: by Great Depression: allowed Hitler to make small advances

· US: Isolationism: political ties w/ other count. Avoided

· 1935: Congress pass 3 Neutrality Acts: banned sell arms to nations @ war

· Nov. 5, 1937: Hitler plans get Austria & Czechoslovakia: Third Reich (Germ. Emp.)

· March 1938: Germany annexed Austria ( Anschluss, Versailles forbid

· W. Board o Czech: Sudetenland: German-speakers ( pro-Nazis rose

· Seot. 1938: Czech: No Sudetenland to German & ask France for help

· Sept. 29, 1938: The Munich Conference (Czech not invited)

· Brit. (Chamberlain) France: Appeasement: German Sudetenland if they respect Czech.

· Six mo. later: Hitler ( Czech & Mussolini ( Albania & Hitler want Poland

· Brit & France ask Russia for help

· Russia: Commie & Excluded o Munich

· Aug. 23, 1939: pact signed w/ Germ: No attack

