Chapter 29 – The Great War



1914 - 1918

I. The Stage is Set for War

· mid-1800s: many peace org & conferences

· Nationalism: cause competition between nations

· Germany, Austria-Hungary, GB, Russia, Italy, France

· Compete: material, market

· GB lead Ind. Rev. but Germany catchin’ up

·  Territorial disputes

· France never gotten over loss o Alsace-Lorrain to Germany

· Austria-Hungary & Russia want Balkans (who wanted Ind. Themselves)

· Imperialism: created competition

· 1905 & 1911: Germany (backed down) & France fight for Morocco

· Militarism: glorifying a ready-to-go army

· believed that to be great <= need great military

· 1914: all great powers except GB had good military

· Alliances were formed to keep peace, but it actually drove further to war

· Otto von Bismarck: Prussia’s chancellor: between 1864 – 1871:

· Use war to unify Germany

· Saw France as threat: idea! Take away potential French alliance

· Dual Alliance: Germany & Austria-Hungary: 1879

· Triple Alliance: Italy joined 3 years later

· 1887: Bismarck included Russia as ally

· But Alliance unstable: Russia vs. Austria for Balkans

· 1890: Kaiser Wilhelm II – German ruler force Bismarck to reesign

· Want show how great army (his pride) were: attack Russia

· Russia become ally w/ France

· Bismarck: “Uh-ohh! Attack on either = attack on both. Both E & W side (”

· Kaiser: “We can show GB. Build a bigger navy”

· GB: “Uh-ohh! We can enlarge our navy. And we can join France & Russia”

· They did: 1904: entente (alliance) w/ France

· 1907: Triple Entente: France & Russia 

· Triple Entente (GB, Fr, Rus) vs. Triple Alliance (It, A-H, Germ.)

· Balkan: “Power keg”

· 1900 Ottoman ( => Ind. Nations w/ strong Nationalism 

· Russia & AH wanted Balkan in Ottoman’s decline

· Serbia wanted all Slavs in Balkan

· Russ (mostly Slav) ( vs. AH (feared threaten by Serbia’s growth) (
· 1908: Austria annexed Bosnia & Herzegovina (Slavic nations)

· Serbia mad => Russia (was prepared for war) & Serbia almost war

· France stood by AH & no war

· 1914: Serbia had some local conflict victories => wanted Bosnia & Herze

· AH: “We’ll slit you if you undermine our authority”

· June 28, 1914: AH Archduke Franz Ferdinand & wife: Sophie shot @ street o Sarajevo (in car) in Bosnia (shot by Gavrilo Princip)

· Member o Blank Hand: secret society want to rid Bosnia o Austria

· Shooter a Serbian: Kaiser offer Germany’s unconditional support

· July 23: Austrian ultimatum: end all anti-Austria activity

· Serbia: agreed to most & say would negotiate others

· July 28: Austria declared war ( Russia joined Serbia

· All over Europe: “Uh ohh!” ( even Kaiser wanted them to negotiate peace

II. War Consumes Europe

· Alliances => all Europe involved in war

· Russia (friend o Serbia) moved along German border

· Aug. 1: German dec. war w/ Russia

· Russia ask France for help

· Germany dec. war on France 2 days later

· Schlieffen Plan – large part o German army go France, then come to Russia (no railroads)

· Had to go N to Belgium to attack France

· Belgium say no, so Germany attacked

· GB friends w/ Belgium & dec. war on Germany Aug.4

· mid Aug. 1914

· Central Powers – Germany & AH. Ottoman & Bulgaria joined (regain lost land)

· Allies – GB, France, Russia. Japan, Italy (b/c Belgium) joined

· soldiers think war only last a little bit

· fall o 1914: Germany’s quick strike => long deadlocks in France: Western Front
· First Battle of Marne: first major clash on W. Front ( most important

· Sept. 3: German on edge o Paris

· Sept. 5: Allies attacked German NE side (600 taxicabs rushed Soldiers)

· Sept. 13: German driven back 30 miles

· Schieff. Plan (: Russia already start to invade Germany, so troops sent there

· Stalemate!!

· 1915: trench warfare: fought from paralle trenches

· bad times, bad times

· between enemy trenches: No Man’s Land

· “terrain o death” is W. Front: 500 miles: N. Sea ( Swiss boarder

· new war toys: machine guns, poison gas, tanks, etc. wanted to move the war

· but no: only killed more people

· Peak o Slaughter: 1916: German attack French near Verdun

· Each side lost >300,000 ppl

· July, 1916: Brits help France: 2 mill. Lives lost on each side

· Brit gained 5 miles (Somme valley) & German gain 4 miles (Verdun)

· Easter Front: more mobile, but still gruesome

· Beginning: Russia attack Austria & Germany

· Aug. 1914: Germany countered near Tannenberg & drove Russia to retreat

· >30,000 Russ. Soldier killed

· Russia defeated Austrians twice in Sept. 1914

· December: Austria w/ Germany’s help turn time

· 17 day battle near Limanowa: Austria drove Russia out o AH

· 1916: Russia almost collapse ( not industrialized

· German blocked Baltic Sea & Ottoman controlled South

·  no supply to Russia from Ally

· Russia had one asset: number

· >2 million Russian soldier killed/wounded/captured in 1915

· more 3 years: Russia manage tie up hundreds o thousands o German

· no full fighting German force in W.

· Fighting spread to Africa, SW, & SW Asia => World War

III. War Affects the World

· Allies want end stalemate: attack Ottoman’s Dardanelles: gateway to capital: Constantinople!!!

· Taking Dardenelles in Feb. 1915 => Gallipoli campaign

· Brit, Austrialian, New Zealand, Fr. Attacked Gallipoli Peninsula

· German w/ Turkish troops => bloodly stalemate ( trenches

· December: Allies gave up: 250,000 casualties

· Ottoman Empire was toppled

· SW Asia: Brit help Arab nationalist rise up against Ottoman

· Lawrence of Arabia: Brit lead guerrilla raids against Turks

· Allied armies took control o Baghdad, Jerusalem, Damascus

· Asia & Africa: Germany’s colonials came under assult

· Jap overran German outposts in China & Pacific island colonies

· Eng. & France attacked German’s 4 Africans: controlled 3

· India, S. Africa, Senegal, Egypt, Algeria, Indochina: other fighter

· Mohandas Ghandi support India’s participation in war

· 1917: War shift to sea

· German: upped submarine warfare

· Crops bad, GB blockade => Germany ( 

· Unrestricted submarine warfare: German say submarine sink all Brit blockade ships

· May 7, 1915: German submarine U-boat sunk Brit. Lusitania
· Brit ship carried ammunition

· 128 US citizen dead: Woodrow Wilson sent protest against Germany

· Germany agreed stop attacking neutral/passenger ships

· Feb. 1917: Brit. intercepted telegram from German’s foreign secretary: Zimmermann

· German help MX reconquer US’s land

· Rumors/Truths about German’s war ( reported

· April 2, 1917: US declared war: side Allies

· By 3 years o Great War: more Europe dead than all wars o previous 3 century

· WWI became total war – countries devoted all resource to war

· Wartime gov’t took control o economy

· Unemployment went down, even recruited foreigners

· Rationing – people only buy small amounts o items that were also needed in war

· Censored news & used propaganda – ones sided information

· Women replaced men in work force

· March 5, 1917: Czar Nick II abdicated throne

· Nov. 1917: another revolution: Lenin seized 

· March 1918: Russia & Germany signed Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

· Treaty harsh on Germany: gave land to Russia

· Treaty voided after war, but nations got independence anyway

· Now Russia out o Picture: German send its troupes to W. Front

· German marched on towards Paris: stop in Marne R. (40 miles from Paris)

· Allies w/ Americans (140,000) fought the weakened German military

· July 1918: Allies & German: 2nd Battle o Marne

· 2 million more American & 350 tanks ( Germany

· Bulgarian, Ottoman Turks surrender

· October: AH revoltion => AH Empire to end

· Nov. 9.1918: Kaiser Wilhelm II step down

· Marshal Foch & New Germ. Gov’t signed armistice (say stop fight)

IV. A Flawed Peace

· Jan. 18, 1919: peace conference began @ Palace o Versailles

· 32 countries
· Big Four: Woodrow Wilson (US), Georges Clemenceau (France), David Lloyd George (Brit), Vittorio Orlando (Italy)
· Jan. 1918: when War still ragin: WW drawn up Fourteen Points
· Plan for peace: end secret treaties, freedom o sea, free trade, reduced army & navy, colonial fairness, suggestion for changing boarder & creating new nation
· Self-determination – main theme: allowing ppl to decide which gov’t they want
· Create association o nations that would protect all nations
· Brit. & France (esp.) didn’t agree w/ WW & want Germany’s no war-making power

· Treaty of Versailles – Germany & Allied: June 28, 1919
· Created League of Nations – US, GB, France, Italy, Jap: Permanent Ex. Council
· Germany lost territory & military restrictions
· Article 231: “war guilt” all war was Germany’s fault
· Germany’s colony territory – dec. mandates – govern by League o Nations
· West signed peace treaties in 1919 & 1920 w/ Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ottoman

· Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia: recognized nations
· Ottoman => Turkey
· Russia => Little ind. Nations rose & Poland/Romania gained Russia land
· US (dominant nation in world) rejected treaty, include League o Nations

· Had separate peace treaty w/ Germany
· Germany & Other felt bitter & mad

· European colonialism disguised as mandate system
· No US support: League o Nations could take complaints
· Jap & Italy gained less land then they wanted
· “a peace built on quicksand”
· 8.5 million soldiers died & 21 million wounded
· $338 billion (
· insecurity & despair o people: express in art/literature 
