Chapter 23 – The French Revolution and Napoleon



1789 – 1815

I. Revolution Threatens the French King

· High prices, taxes, questions of Enlightment 

· 1770s: Old Regime – system o feudalism

· divided into 3 social classes: estates

· Roman Catholic Church
· Clergy: 10% o land
· Provide education & relief
· Rich Nobels: 2%

· 20% o land

· paid no taxes

· 98%: 3 groups
· bourgeoisie: merchants & artisans
· educated, rich but taxed
· felt wealth entitles them to social status & political power
· Workers: cooks, servants
· Low wages, out o work, hungry => mobs attacking bread carts

· Peasants: >80%: 26 million ppl
· Half income to nobles, tithe church, taxes to king
· Enlightment (equality, liberty, democracy), success o American Rev, inspired them too

· Pop up & tax => falling economy
· 1780s: bad weather => crop failure
· Gov’t in debt too (in wars against GB) => bankers no give $$ to France (uh ohh!)
· Louis XVI: rather spent leisure time than w/ the state ( bad ruler

· Wife Marie Antoinette (royal family o Austria ( France’s enemy) spent money on jewels & gowns => Madame Deficit
· Louis wanted 2nd estate to pay taxes => meeting o Estates-General

· Assembly o rep. From 3 estates about tax reform: May 5, 1789 @ Versailles
· @ Estates-General

· usually each estate had same # o votes (even tho. 3rd had more ppl)
· 3rd wanted delegates, king said no => Abbe Sieyes  say Third Estate name National Assembly & pass laws/reforms
· 3rd Estate then found themselves locked out o the mtg room
· storm into tennis court & had a sit-in: Tennis Court Oath
· King sensed trouble & no trust French soldier => send Swiss Merc. To guard Paris

· Rumor spread that foreign massacre => storm Bastille for gunpowder ( 7.14 

· Great Fear – wave o panic swept countryside

· Ppl became bad, mob

· Broke into manor houses & tore up papers

· Oct. 1789: 6,000 Parisan women rioted over bread price

· Killed two guards & told Louis & Marie to come to Paris, they (& kids) did

II. Revolution Brings Reform and Terror

· nobles & clergymen afraid too

· Aug. 4, 1789 (after Nat’l Assembly): nobles made speech siding w/ 3rd Estate

· Aug. 27: Nat’l Assembly adopted Declaration of the Rights of Man
· “man are born w/ rights & gov’t protect those rights:

· “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” ( slogan o Rev.

· However, Olympe de Gouges wrote Dec. o RTs o Women ( lost head as enemy to Rev.

· 1790: Nat’l Assembly: took church lands & church officials elected by prop. Owners & paid

· done to pay off France’s debt (no bourgeosis tax)

· peasants conservative Catholics => Bourgeosis vs. Peasants

· Louis XVI sensed danger & tried to escape to Austria Netherlands

· Recognized & sent back ( more danger

· Legislative Assembly – assembly that had power to create laws & toggle war

· Constitutional monarchy that Louis approved

· Bread & debt => Leg. Ass. Split to 3 groups (direct democracy => limited mon.)

· Emigres – nobles & other fled-ers: extreme right: hope to restore Old Regime

· San-culottes – extreme left: small shop keepers: later influence political clubs

· other count. Feared revolts like that of French would break

· Austria & Prussia wanted Louis back on throne => Leg. Ass. Dec. war in Apri. 1792

· French poorly equipped: 

· 1792: armies advance Paris

· Prussia say don’t touch Royal Family 

· So Parisans imprisoned Royal Family

· Mobs killed 1,000 prisoners: royalist, nobles, clergymen ( September Massacre

· New gov. body called National Convention & French won a battle

· 1792: most radical political club: Jacobin Club

· Jean Paul Marat: edited radical newspaper

· Nat. Conv. Abolish absolute monarch on Sept. 21 & male citizens granted offices

· Tried Louis for treason & Jan. 21, 1793: beheaded on guillotine
· 1793: GB< Holland, Spain, Prussia, Austria: First Coalition ( enemy o France

· so Nat. Conv. Drafted 300,000, 1794: grown to 800,000

· enemies in France (peasants, catholics, etc.)

· Maximilien Robespierre – set out to build “republic o virtue”

· Wipe out every trace o monarch, change calendar, destroy churches (no religion)

· 1793: Committee o Public Safey​​ – tried in morning & beheaded in afternoon

· til 1794: Reign of Terror: Robe. Like a dictator

· Oct. 1793: death to leaders o first Republic (crime: not Radical enuff)

· Reign o Terror: 3,000 ppl executed (40,000 killed), 85% were poor ppl

· July, 28 1974: Nat’l Conv. Turned on Robespierre ( lost head

· 1975: moderate leaders drafted new plan (third)

· power in upper middle class, two-house legislature, executive: 5 moderate men ( Directory

· gave period o order

· General found: Napoleon Bonaparte

III. Napoleon Forges an Empire

· Oct. 1795: born on Med. Isle o Corsica

· 9 years: military school in France

· 16: became lieutenant in artillery

· Rev: join army o new gov’t

· Oct. 1795: royalist rebels rebel against Nat’l Conv. Napoleon defended w/ cannonade

· Became hero op hour

· 1796: Directory appointed Nap. To lead army agasint Austria & Sardinia (won)

· marched on the Egypt: failed

· kept failure out o press => 1799: “the general” = Napoleon

· 1799: Directory lost control

· Nap. & high class wife Josephine planned coup d’etat
· Afterwards, 3 councils: Napoleon (was one) assumed dictorial powers

· 2nd Coalition vs. France: GB, Austria, Russia

· wanted to drive Nap. Out o power

· 1802: 2nd Coal signed treaty w/ France

· Europe was @ peace => Nap. Focus on restoring France

· Nap. Pretended to be constitutionally chose

· 1800: plebiscite (vote o the ppl) approved new constitution (4th)

· this gave Nap (1st consul) all real power

· Nap: supported cent. Gov’t, goals o Rev. , stable economy, equality in tax

· Set of efficient tax-collection sys & nat’l bank => better control o economy

· Dismissed corrupt officials & set up lycees (gov’t run pub. School)

· Trained for pub. Office ( both wealthy or poor

· Signed concordat w/ Pope Pius VII ( realize influence o Church, but no political power

· Napoleonic Code – law sys: eliminated injustice, but limited liberty

· Women’s rights, slavery, freedom o speech/press, 

· 1804: Nap. Make himself emperor ( Dec. 2 

· took crown from Pope & put onto head ( more powerful than pope

· Wanted world power/land (new world: Louisiana, Florida, West Indies, etc.)

· In Saint Domingue: slaves heard of Rev. & wanted freedom

· Toussaint L’Ouverture lead a rebellion

· 1801: Nap. Sent 23,000 soldiers ( many died o yellow fever, not too successful

· Sold Lousiana in 1803 ( got $$ & make new GB enemy

· Abandoned New World & into Europe

· Already got Austiran Netherland & part o Italy & puppet gov’t in Switzerland

· GB no like: 3rd Coalition: Russia, Austria, Sweden

· Napoleon crushed armies, lost only one battle: Battle of Trafalgar
· 1805: S. Coast o Spain (commander defeated him in Egypt)

· assured GB’s navy supremacy for next 800 years

· force Nap. To give up on invading GB

· by 1812: only Major Euro. Not under Nap: GB, Ottoman, Portugal, Sweden

· controlled Spain, Grand Ducy o Warsaw, German kingdoms

· some rulers were his family

· Austria not totally under Nap: they were manipulated by threats o military X

· Threats => ppl loyal to their nations => Nap only managed Empire 1807-1812

· Then, quickly collapsed

IV. Napoleon’s Empire Collapses

· Nap. Divorced Josephine (no child) & married Marie Louise o Austria (grand-niece o Marie Antoinette)

· 1811: birth son: Napoleon II ( Nap. Named King of Rome

· Nap. Wanted to extend French & crush Brit: 3 costly mistakes

· 1806: ordered blockade against GB called Continental System
· GB snuck through & Nap’s troops didn’t follow orders

· Weakened GB’s economy only

· Brit. respond w/ its own blockade => better blockade (better navy)

· American ships got mad @ Brit. & started war o 1812 (draw)

· Cont. Sys. Hurt France more than hurt GB

· Portugal ignore Cont. Sys. => sent army through Spain to invade Portugal

· Spanish riot so Nap. Deposed king & put brother Joseph in charge o Spain

· Spanish also feared France would weaken Cath. Church

· France did, kindda: Nap. Ordered stop to Spanish Inquisition

· 1808 – 1813: Spanish peasant guerrillas struck w/ GB’s help

· this Peninsular War cost Nap. 300,000 men

· German, Italian, other conquered ones turned against France too

· 1812: Russia (big mistake!)

· Russia no stop selling grain to GB 

· Russia & France suspected eachother to have designs for Poland => alliance (
· Nap’s army had been drafted: little loyalty

· In Russia: Alexander I felt unequal war: pulled back w/ Scorched-Earth Policy
· Left soldiers w/ no food: so they deserted Nap.

· Battle of Borodino: Sept 7, 1812: pendelum war: Alex retreat & Nap won slightly

· Entired Moscow ( burnt: 

· waited 5 weeks for peace offer, then turned back

· It was Nov. & cold: Russian raiders attacked weak Nap. Army

· Only 10,000 left fit to fight after leaving Russia

· 4th Coalition: Brit, Russia, Prussia, Sweden, Austria joined forces against France

· Nap. Recruited another army (inexperienced)

· Put outside German city o Leipzig

· By Jan. 1814: armies pushing towards Parish

· Nap want to fight, but generals say no

· April. 1814: Nap gave up throne & accepted peace treaty drawn by Alexander I

· Nap. Banished to Elba (off Italian coast) w/ pension

· Nap. In Elba, Bourbon king arrived in Paris: Louis XVIII (brother o Louis XVI)

· New king became unpopular quickly ( suspected to undo Rev’s reforms

· Nap. Escaped from Elba & on March 1815 landed in Frace ( 1,000s o ppl welcomed

· Within days, Nap emperor again & Louis fled

· European allies got ready for battle quick:

· Waterloo, Belgium, June 18, 1815: Duke o Wellingtom attacked & Prussia army came 

· After two days, Nap’s army fled: ending Hundred Days (period o Nap. Power)

· GB shipped Nap. To St. Helena: remote island in S. Atlantic

· Died in 1821 o Stomach ailment

V. Congress of Vienna Convenes

· Europe wanted stability & peace => Congress of Vienna: series o meeting: 8 monthes

· King Frederick William III o Prussia, Czar Alex I o Russia, Emp. Fracis I o Austria, GB & France sent foreign ministers

· Prince Klemens von Metternick: Foreign minister o Austria was most influential

· Wanted prevent future French aggression, resotre balance o power (no country threat to others), restore Europe royal family before Nap’s conquest

· Congress made weak count. Around France stronger: prevent overpowering

· Austria Netherland & Dutch Republic united: Kingdom o Netherlands

· 39 German states joined: German Confederation: dominated by Austria

· Switzerland rec. as independent nation

· Kingdom o Sardinia in Italy strengthened by adding Genoa

· France had about same land in 1790: only dimished power

· Also restored old rulers driven by Nap.

· Louis XVIII as const. monarchy, Bourbon rulers o Spain, Hapsburg princes in N. Italy, many former rules o German stages, 

· None of 5 powers waged war til 1853: Crimean War

· 1815: Alexander, Francis I o Austria, Frederick Williiam III o Prussia => Holy Alliance
· Metternick forced Concert of Europe: count. Would help out eachother if Rev. broke

· France divided: conservatives (happy about Louis XVIII) vs. Liberals (wanted share o power w/ Chamber of Deputies & grant middle class vote)

· Austria, Prussia, small German states: mixture o ideas/factions => rev. 1830 – 1848

· In Latin America: peninsulares wanted restore power vs. Creoles wanted power

· Revolts broke

· 1820: liberalist revolt in Spain => prompted Spanish king to tighten control over lands

· Liberalist revolt in Portugal => opportunity for Brazilians to declare independence

· Cong. O Vienna: nationalism increase in Italy, Germany,k Greece => explode into Rev.s

· Rev => new nations formed

· Spanish colonies took advantage of this period & declared independence

· Democracy, liberty started to take over the old ways

