Chapter 21 – Absolute Monarchs in Europe



1500 – 1800

I. Spain’s Emprie and European Absolutism

· 1520 – 1566: Suleiman I: sultan o Ottoman Empire

· Charles V: European monarch: Spain (& colonies) Some Italy and Austria & Netherlands & Germany ( Holy Roman Emperor

· 1555: unwillingly agreed to Peace o Augsburg ( allowed princes choose own religion

· Brother Ferdinand: Austria & Holy Roman Empire

· Son: Philip II: Spain, Spanish Netherlands, & American colonies

· Philip: shy, serious, religious

· 1580: Portugal no heir => seize (wealth!)

· king claim ¼ - 1/5 o every shipload o stuff => 50,000 soldier army

· 64 years before: Reconquista & Inquisition

· 1571: Pope called to take arms against Ottoman

· 250 Spanish & Venetian ships defeated Ottoman fleet in Lepanto

· 1588: Armada (lost) vs. Protestant

· 16th – 17th cent: golden age in arts

· El Greco (the Greek): distorted human figure & color: emotions

· Diege Velazquez: painted (rich color) royal family & royal life

· Don Quixote de la Mancha: 1605: Miquel de Cervantes’s book

· Poor nobleman blinded by too much books (knighthood, etc.)

· Spain’s decline

· Population growth & decline of silver value => inflation

· 1500s: expelled Jews/Muslims => lost valuable ppl

· nobles no tax, peasants tax => no middle class

· Guilds => expensive stuff => buy cloths, etc. from enemy countries

· Finance wars: Germany & Italy money: declare Spain bankrupt 3 x

· The Netherlands break

· N: Calvinist, involved in trade

· 1566: Protestant mobs swept Catholic churchs

· 1568: Spanish duke of Alva executed 1,500 ppl

· William of Orange (N) emerged as great leader

· Siege o Leiden, Dutch open flood gates & drove Spanish out

· 1579: 7 N. provinces became United Provinces of the Netherlands

· Dutch replace Italians as bankers o Europe: timber

· Art: Rembrandt & Rijn 

· Phillip tried to control everything

· Absolute monarchs – all power given through divine right – God given position

· New gov’t bureaucracies & free from Parliament 

II. France’s Ultimate Monarch 
· 1559: Henry II o France died: left 4 sons

· 3 ruled consecutively ( imcompetant

· mother, Catherine de Medicis had real power 

· Catherine vs. Huguenots (French Protesants) rocked the count.

· 1562 – 1598: Catholic & Hug. Fought 8 wars

· ST.Bartholomew’s Day: Huguenot Prince, Henry (des. O Louis IX) married daughter o Catherine

· Henry => Henry IV, first king o Bourbon dynasty when Cat. & Son died

· Henry converted to Catholicism for politics

· Good ruler, declared religious toleration in Edict of Nantes
· 1610: fanatic leaped into carriage & stabbed Henry to deateh

· Louis XIII (son) tookover, but (, so minister Cardinal Richelieu (
· Moved against Hug: could practice, but no city walls

· Weaken noble power: ordered nobles take down fortified castle

· Want to make France best: crush Hapsburg rulers => 30 Years’ War

· All this bad stuff => Skepticism: idea nothing could be certain

· Michel de Montaigne: after death o friend, retire to library & wrote essays

· “All that is certain is that nothing is certain”

· Rene Descartes: Meditiations of First Philosophy: influence Scietific Method

· Louis XIV: most powerful ruler, became ruler @ 5

· “L’etat, c’est moi”

· Cardinal Mazarin real ruler ( ended 30 years war & France was powerful

· Tax & increased cent. Gov’t => anti-Mazarin riots

· Leaders o riots distrusted eachother, peasants grew weary, gov’t used violent repression => end o riots

· Louis never forgot riots

· Mazrin died in 1661 – Louis 23 years, took control

· Weakened nobility, exclude from council

· Increased intendants, gov’t agents who collect tax & admin. Justice

· Jean Baptiste Colbert – minister o finance believed France needed to be self suff.

· Placed a high tariff

· After Colbert’s death, Louis cancelled Edict o Nantes

· Many Hug. Artisans & workers fled: economy (
· Louis had nobles lined up outside, 4 would dress him

· He would note missing nobles

· 1. kept them away from home 2. showed noble’s dependency on King

· Palace at Versailles: like small city so big

· Louis liked the arts

· Moliere: Tartuffe (mocks religious hypocrisy), The “Would-be” Gentleman (mocks newly rich), The Imaginary Invalid (mocks hypochondriacs)

· Arts to glorify king

· Louis fought Dutch, won tad, then lost

· By 1680s: European alliance w/ bad harvests & constant wars, stopped France

· 1700: Charles II o Spain promised throne to Louis XIV’s 17 yr. Grandson, Philip

· 1701: other Euro. Count. Joined against France ( War o the Spanish Succession
· Winner o war: G. Brit., gained Gibralter, Nova Scotia, Husdon Bay, Newfoundland

· Prussian & Savoy recognized kingomds

· Philip could rule as long as Spain & France not tied

· Louis died 1715: eventually => revolutions

III. Central European Monarchs Clash

· After Peace of Augsburg (1555)

· Cath. Princes vs. Prot. Princes 

· Both felt threat from growing Calvinists

· 1618: Ferdinand II (would be HR Emperor)

· closed Cath. Church in Bohemia => Protestant rebel

· Ferd. Put down rebellion => Thirty Years’ War (1618 – 1648)– religion, territory, power

· First 12 years: Ferd’s army o 125,000 won & robbed German villages

· 1630: Prot. Gustavus Adolpus o Swedine & 13,000 disciplined drove Hapsburg army out o N. Germany

· Gustavus killed in battle 1632

· Cardinal Richelieu & Mazarin dominated

· Feared other rulers have too much power => Rich. Sent French troops to join Prot.

· Germany ( now: didn’t became unified til 1800s

· Peace of Westphalia 1648

· Weakened Hapsburg stages o Spain & Austria

· Strengthened France by German land

· German princes independent o HRE

· Ended religious wars in Europe

· Introduce method of peace negotiations: meet & settle

· Major powers: HRE, Ottoman, kingdom o Poland

· W: serfs can gain freedom, C: serfs are restricted by law (works 6 days/week)

· After Vienna: Ottoman (, No mo German: HRE (
· Austria became powerful after Thirty Years’ War

· Reconquered Bohemia, Protestant-ed (Nobility), cent. Gov’t, army, took back Hungary from Ottomans

· In Austria, many ppl different => 1711 Charles VI’s problem

· To make sure Hapsburg control lands, Austria passed down to Marie Theresa, Charle’s daughter

· Prussia forming: Problem

· 1640: 20 yer. Begame Frederick, Great Elector

· built force o 80,000 ppl => taxation & weakened nobility

· Prussia: the Junkers: Fred. Gave Junkers officer-ship

· Fred. Worried son (like arts) wouldn’t become good leader

· Frederich the Great – did follow in father’s footsteps, softened laws

· Maria Theresa

· Began War of Austrian Succession

· Journey to Hungary & gathered army there

· Eventually: Austria, France, Russian, others vs. Britian & Prussia

· 1756: Fred attacked Saxony, Austrian ally

· everyone involved

· Seven Years’ War – Brit. (won) vs. France for India & colonies

IV. Russian Czars Increased Power

· Ivan III of Moscow: conquered territory around Mos., liberated Russia from Mongols, centralize gov’t

· Ivan III’s son Vasily ruled for 28 years – cent. Gov’t more

· Ivan IV – Ivan the Terrible – cen’t gov’t more

· 1533: 3 years old took throne

· young life disrupted by boyars – landowning nobles

· Ivan 16 yrs, seized power from boyars & crowned “czar”

· Married beautiful Anastasia: related to boyar family: Romanovs

· 1547 – 1560: “good period”: won victories (land), law, just

· 1560 – Anastasia’s death: “bad period”

· police force: hunt/murder “traitors”

· executed boyars & peasants on land => give to new loyal nobles

· killed oldest son 1581 => 2nd Weak son left to rule

· Time of Troubles: Ivan’s son died w/out heir

· Boyars want power, heir of czars died mysteriously, imposters claim throne

· 1613: rep. From cities choose Michael Romanov (grandnephew o Anastasia) => began Romanov dynasty (1613 – 1917)

· Romanov restore order: pass code & put down revolt

· Mongol cut of Russia from Renaissance & age o exploration

· Seaport: Archangel: had ice

· W. Europeans mostly non-E. Orthodox ( heretics & avoided

· Pave way for Czar Peter I : Peter the Great
· Serdom cont. til 1800s

· Fascinated by German tools & machines, esp. ships & sea

· 24 years (1697): traveled w/ 200 servants & 55 boyars to W. Europe

· In Dutch: he was “Carpenter Peter”: learned ship building

· England & Austria too

· Peter’s goal of westernization
· Potatoes, newspaper, raised women’s status (attend social gatherings), w. fashion

· Force changes: increased power

· Abolished patriarch & set up group: Holy Synod (under his control)

· Reduced power o greate landowners

· Got able men from lower class families, promoted => loyalty

· Hired European officers to drill soldier (life time job): 200,000

· Raise taxes for soldier

· Fought Sweden for piece o Baltic coast (21 years o war: finally got)

· Secured before surrender ( St. Petersburg (on swamp)

· 25,000 to 100,000 ppl died (mostly serfs)

· by 1725: Peter’s death: Russia was great power

V. Parliament Limits the English Monarch

· 1603: Elizabeth left & left huge debt

· Elizabeth’s cousin (James Stuart, already king of Scotland) became King James I

· Believed King should have absolute rule

· Puritan Parliaments thought he could reform (he was Calvinist)

· Didn’t like being told what to do, Puritans (
· 1625: son Charles I took throne

· need $ (@ war w/ Spain & France) => Parliament “No” => Parliament dissolve several times

· 1628: no money til King sign document

· not imprison w/out cause, not levy taxes w/out Parliament consent, no house soldier in private homes, not impose martial law @ peace

· Charles ignored document, dissolved Parliament in 1629, imposed fees & fines, popularity went down

· 1637: tried to force Presbyterian Scots to accept Anglican prayer book

· huge army => $$ => Parliament => Parliament oppose

· 1641: Parliament passed laws limit royal power

· 1642: tried arrest Parliament leaders

· mob raged & Charles fled

· 1642 – 1649: English Civil War
· Charles: Royalist/Cavaliers vs, Puritan o Parliament (Roundheads)

· Oliver Cromwell – Puritan general defeated Cavalier in 1646

· 1649: Charles: trial for treason => guilty & death

· Cromwell: abolish monarcy & House of Lords

· Est. commonwealth: Republican gov’t

· 1653: send remaining members o Parliament home

· John Lambert drafted constitution

· Cromwell later tore all up => military dictator

· Had to put down Irish rebellion: killed 616,000 Irish

· strict Puritan, but favored religious toleration for all Christian except Catholic

· welcome Jews (expelled in 1290)

· 1658: tired o military leaders, selected Charles II to rule => restoration
· restored arts (Puritans banned)

· first time women played women in theatre

· habeas corpus – 1679 – gave every prisoner obtain document odering prisoner brought before judge

· no legitimate child: heir brother James II (Catholic)

· Whigs: opposed & Tories: support

· Flaunted Catholicism

· Violate law by appointing Catholics to high office => Parliament ( => dissolved

· Had daughter Mary (Protestant), wife of William o Orange

· Overthrow James in 1688: James fled to France: Glorius Revolution
· William & Mary recognized Parliament as partner => Constitutional Monarchy
· 1689: Bill of Rights

· no suspend Parliament Laws, no levy tax w/out Parl. Consent, freedom o speech in Parl, no penalty for citizen who petition, no rule w/out Parl. consent

· 1700s: cabinet: ministers acted in ruler’s name by rep. Parl. Party => head Prime Minister
