Chapter 17 – European Renaissance and Reformation



1300 - 1600

I. Italy: Birthplace of the Renaissance

· Because of harsh of middle ages: questioned 

· Church: suffering = heavenly reward

· Structure: no social advancedment

· Renaissance: 1300 – 1600: rebirth o art & learning

· Began in N. Italy & spread North

· Reason: 100 Years War & Italy had cities, wealth, heritage o Greece & Rome

· Bubonic plague => less workers => higher wages => merchants turn to art

· Milan, Florence & Other city states ran on own

· Merchants @ top o hierarchy: did not inherit rank

· Individual achievement: Renaisssance way

·  Medici family controlled Florence

· Cosimo de’Medici: 1434: won control o Florence’s gov’t

· Gave ruling council loans => virtually dictator for 30 years

· Grandson Lorenzo “the Magnificent” was “elected” 

· Not true republican, but supported arts

· Ren. Looked down upon art o Middle Ages & into Ancient Greek/Rome

· Byz. Got conquered by Ottomans => much ancient Greek scripts

· Greek stuff => new outlook on life

· Humanism – focus on potential & achievement

· Learn Greek value, not try to make agree w/ Christianity

· Humanists say can enjoy life w/out offending God

· Fine food & music

· Secular – worldly & concerned w/ the here & now ( materialistic

· Arts: Popes, merchants, were patrons of the art

· “The Renaissance Man” – one who excelled in all areas (“Universal Man”)

· The Courtier  - Baldassare Castiglion taught how to become one

· Charming, witty, well educated in classics, sing, dance, music, poetry, rider, swordsman, and…. Self control

· “The Renaissance Woman” 

· The Courtier
· Know the classics, charming, inspire art (not create)

· Less influence than midival

· Isabella d’Este: had power

· Born into ruling family o Ferrare & married ruler o Mantua

· Skilled in politics & art & defended Mantua to win husband’s release

· Art

· Moved to human individuality & reality

· Donatello: carving natural postures to reveal personality

· Perspective ( rediscovered technique o Three Dimension

· Leonardo DiVinci – Renaissance Man

· Studied how things work

· Mona Lisa: so real ppl debated over thoughts behind smile

· Raphael

· Younger than Michelangelo & Leo.

· Madonna & child: Gentle calm

· Women Painters

· Sofonisba Anguissola: portrait o prominent people

· Strong heroic women

· Writing

· Vernacular – writing in native language

· Dante did this

· Francesco Petrarch: great poet

· Sonnets: 14 line poem to Laura (little is known: died in plague in 1348)

· Boccaccio: Decameron: follies o character w/ sarcasm

· Niccolo Machiavelli: The Prince: imperfect human

· Not what was morally right, but politically effected

· Women Writers

· Wrote about personal, not politics

· Vittoria Colonna: exchanged sonnets w/ Michelangelo & help publish the Courtier
II. The Northern Renaissance

· monarchs in England & France sponsored renaissance arts

· Francis I o France bought paintings, invited DiVinci to retire their, rebuilt castle in Fontainebleau ( showcase o French Ren.

· Ren. Here more religious => social reform based on Christianity

· 1494: French king launched war on Italy 

· people fled & bought art w/ them

· Durer: son o goldsmith

· Woodcuts, engravings, realistic landscapes, self-portrait

· Portray religious subjects

· Hans Holbein the Younger: almost photographic in detail

· Painted portrait o royal ppl

· Wealthy Flander merchants like Ren. Ideas

· Jan van Eyck: 1300s to 1441

· Oil based paint developed

· He made techniques

· Oil paintings spread to Italy

· Eyck’s painting: realistic personality

· Felmish paiting peaked @ 1550 w/ Pieter Bruegel

· Everyday life

· Illustrated proverbs

· Portrayed large number o people

· Northern humanist called Christian humanist (religious slant)

· Desiderius Eerasmus of Holland 

· 1509: The Praise of Folly: poked fun @ greedy merchants, heartsick lovers, quarrelsome scholars, pompous priests

· In order to improve society => study Bible

· Sir Thomas More of England

· Utopia – No/Ideal Place

· Greed, corruption, war, crime does not exist ( money no important

· Francoi Rabelais of France

· Gargantua and Pantagruel – vernacular French

· Believed human beings were basically good

· Instinct over religious

· Shakespeare of England

· 1564: born in Stratford-upon-Avon

· plays examine human flaws

· Elizabethan Age 1558 - 1603

· Ren. In Eng. Also called this for Queen Elizabeth I 

· Well-educated, wrote poetry

· Printing Press

· Johann Gutenberg: machine presses paper against movable type

· 1455: printed Bible ( Gutenberg Bible

· books cheaper now & ideas spread

· Interpretations o Bible => reforms

III. Luther Starts the Reformation

· 1500s: individualism, printing press, obdurate merchants, weakened church

· Clergies were bad & greedy

· Savonarola preached for reform

· Ppl o Florence burnt worldly possessions

· Sav. Later executed for heresy

· Martin Luther

· Became a monk in 1505

· Johann Tetzel was selling indulgences – pardon from sin ( Luther no like

· Luther wrote 95 Thesus: formal states, attacking the indulgences

· Reached the printing press & begam Reformation – religious reform movement

· Ppl win salvation only by faith in God’s gift o forgivemness

· Church teachings should be clearly based on Bible

· All people w/ faith were equal: ppl didn’t need priests to interpret

· Popes got mad

· 1520: Pope Leo X threatened excommunication

· Luther’s students threw Pope’s decree in fire & Luther got the X

· Holy Roman Emperor: Charles V summoned Luther into Worms for trial 1521

· Luther refuse to retract

· Edict o Worms: Luther was Outlaw & Heretic

· However, Prince Frederich o Saxony sheltered Luther

· When came back, many o his words been realized

· Started Lutherans
· 1524: German peasants demanded end to serfdom

· Luther wrote letters to Prince

· Princes’ armies killed 100,000 ppl anyway

· Ppl felt betrayed & abandoned Luther’s teachings ( still influencial tho

· German princes supported (some law Luther’s teaching as excuse to take Church property)

· Protesting Princes => Protestant (non-Catholic churches)

· Holy Roman Emperor Charles V war against Protestants (won, but still pro.)

· 1555: Peace of Augsburg: decide ruler decide region’s religion

· Henry wanted son, Catherine of Aragon (wife) one child: Mary

· 1527: wanted to annul (set aside) marriage

· Pope didn’t want to offend Charles V ( Catherine’s newphew

· 1529: Reformation Parliament: end pope’s power in England

· 1533: married Anne Boleyn in secret

· 1534: Act of Supremacy: King Eng’s official Church Head

· Monasteries owned 20% o land ( King seized => increase royal power

· Anne gave birth to girl & imprisoned & order behead (1536)

· Henry married four more times: third wife gave son: Edward

· Henry died 1547 & three o his children ruled

· Edward VI king @ 9 years & ruled for 6 years

· Mary ruled

· Catholic, return power to pope, Protestants killed

· Elizabeth ( Anne’s daughter

· Elizabeth I: throne in 1558 return Protestantism

· 1559: Parliament under Elizabeth set up national church

· Church of England: Anglican Church ( blend

· Prot: priests could marry, sermons in English

· Cath: rich robes, golden crucifixes

· Book of Common Prayer revised to be more Catholic friendly

· Spanish Armada: mad @ Elizabeth for supporting Prot. Rebellion in Spain

· Bad weather & English destroyed Armada

· Money: problem for Elizabeth

· Need for money => Monarch vs. Parliament in next reign

IV. The Reformation Continues

· 1536: Calvin book: Institutes of the Christian Relgion started Calvinism
· system o Protestant theology

· man & women are sinful by nature

· God choose “elect” ( few ppl to save (no earn salvation) ( predestination
· Believe ideal government was theocracy – gov’t controlled by religious leaders

· 1541: Geneva, Switzerland ask Calvin to lead their city

· strict rules, but to many Protestants: Geneva model city o moral

· Scottish preacher, John Knox, liked ideas 

· 1559: same gov’t in Scottish towns

· small groups o laymen: elders or prebyters => Presbyteriams
· 1560s: Calvinism Scotland’s official religion

· Swiss, Dutch, French adopted Calvinist

· France: Huguenots vs. Catholic

· Aug. 24, 1572: Catholic on St. Bartholomew’s Day killed Hugenots

· Spread to other towns & lasted six months: 12,000 Hugenots dead

· Anabaptist: rebaptized when ppl are old enough to accept Christianity

· Refused to fight wars

· Catholic & Protestants didn’t like

· Influenced Quakers & Amish & Baptists

· Women of Reformation

· Marguerite of Navarre: protected Calvin in France

· Katherina Zell: scolded minister for speaking harshly of another

· Katherina von Bora: Luther’s wife

· Six children 

· Managed household finances

· Argued about women’s equal role in marriage w/ Luther

· Catholic Reformation: movement in Catholic church to help remain loyal

· Ignatius of Loyola

· 1521: injured in war: thought about past sins & life o Jesus

· 1522: wrote book Spiritual Exercises: day-by-day plan o meditation

· gathered followers & 1540 made order by pope: Society of Jesus: Jesuits
· found schools, convert Pagans to Catholicism, stop Protestantism

· Paul III, pope 1534 – 1549 did four reformation things

· Directed a council of cardinals to investigate, approved Jesuit order, used Inquisition to seek & punish hersy

· Lastly: call great council of Church leaders to Trent  => 1545 – 1563: Council of Trent
· Church’s interp. O Bible final

· Faith & good works => salvation

· Bible & Church equally powerful

· Indulgences valid expression o faith (false selling banned)

· Paul IV: carried out decrees

· 1559: Index of Forbidden Books: dangerous to Catholic faith & burned

· Reformation => no longer united Europe under religion

· Revolts lay groundwork for rejection of Christian beliefs 

