Chapter 16 – People and Empires in the Americas



900 - 1500

II. Mayan Kings and Cities

· Lower central America: Yucatan
· Took on Olmec & AD 250: flourished
· AD 250 – 900: Classic Period o Mayan civilization
· Tikal: Maya city ( important
· Served a god-king
· Pyramids tallest in America till 1903
· Also had ball courts
· When king died, passed onto eldest son & others joined priesthood
· Maya: many gods: 13 layers o sky & 9 layers o underworld

· Prayed, offerings, pierced bodies (blood for gods), human sacrifice
· Religion lead to math, calendar, & astronomy
· Time was burden on god’s back, 
· end o day, month, year, another god would pick up
· 260 day religious calendar, 13 day months, 365 day: 20 day months & 5 days at each end
· Had number system based on 20 (including zero)
· 800 hieroglyphic symbols : glyphs
· codex: bark paper book w/ historical events: three survived
· Popol Vuh: Maya’s version o creation
· Late 800s: Mayans abandoned cities

· Invaders from N: Toltec moved in

· Some say war broke out within Mayan states

· Some say overfarm => disease & famine

IV. Inca Create a Mountain Empire

· Inca: name o ruling family o group o ppl in Andes

· 11 noble lineage: descendants o sun god ( choose to be leaders

· “Big Ears” large ear plugs

· worshipped dead, mummified, rulers

· Pachacuti: 1438: conquered all o Peru

· 1500: Ecuador to Argentina in south

· this place calle dTihuantinsuya “Land o Four Quarters”

· clever diplomats, military force when nessecary

· once conquered, allowed to practice own stuff

· many states didn’t resist

· Incas: good gov’t ppl

· Divided territory & governed by central beauracracy

· Roads, official Lang. Quchua, founded school, 

· Arche. Put up all over signifying power

· All roads lead to Cuzco: temples, plazas, palaces (Cuzcoooooo!!!!)

· No iron, no wheel

· Ayllu – small groups o ppl work together for common good

· Divide ppl into 10, 100, 1000 & lead by chief

· Peace for mita – labor tribute

· 14,000 mile long road network

· chasquis system o runners: postal service, etc.

· Unlike Maya/Aztec, Inca allowed little private commerce\

· Work for state & care in return

· Gov’t straightened entire river channel for better water

· found ways to freeze dry potatoes: chuno
· never developed writing system.

· Quipu – set o knotted strings used to record data

· Or oral memorization

· religion: Calendar (one for day, one for night ( two gods)

· focus on nature element: thunder, wind, etc.

· creator god: Viracochoa, sun god: into ( king’s ancestors

· young women mamkuna “virgins o the sun” ( taught in religious

· Young men: yamacuna served religious things too

· gold: sweat o the sun

· some other cities had big monuments by ? purpose

· 1500s: Ince was @ height

· King Huayna Capac surrounded empire w/ Gold

· In Quito, Ecuador: king opened gift & butterflies & moths flew ( bad omen

· 1525: in Quito, King died & civil war broke

· two sons: Atahualpa (won) vs. Huascar

· Spanish came & take advantage of Inca’s weak state

