Chapter 15 – Societies and Empires of Africa



800 – 1500

I. North and Central African Societies

· Efe (hunting-gathering): Ituri Forest in Congo

· Small groups o related ppl (50)

· Unlike prehistoric: they trade

· Head: elder paternal figure ( opinions valued, but no orders like chief

· No formal law, yes local guidelines

· lineage – a group believing they descended from common ancestor

· South o Sahara, lineage based groups known as stateless societies
· Power balanced, no on group has all power

· Igbo/Ibo live in Stateless societies

· Face challenge w/ one ruler Europeans

· Patrilineal vs. Matrilineal
· Age-Set System: close ties w/ ppl o same age

· Pass through stages, tests, of life together

· Muslim states: N. Africa: God above Human Law => religious head = gov’t adviser

· By 670: Muslim entered Maghrib – Med. Coast o Africa

· Islamic law: regulate personal life => unity

· Berbers: original habitants o N. Af.

· Some still Christian & Jews

· Two Berber: Almoravid & Almohads: found empires that united under Muslim

· (1000s) Almoravid Dynasty: 

· After Berber had hajj & convinced Abd Allah Ibn Yasin to teach word o Islam

· Teachings founded religious brotherhood: Almoravids
· They lived in a ribat, fortified monastery => “people o the ribat”

· Found capital in Morocco: Marrkech 

· Overran W. Africa Ghana by 1076 & captured parts o S. Spain (Moors)

· (1100s) Almohads: (those who affirm the unity of God)

· Militant religious in Atlas

· Ibn Tumart: leader after hajj: strict Islamicist

· Denounced later rulers for moving away from trad. Practice o Islam

· 1148: controlled most o Morocco

· kept Marrkech as capital

· 12gh cent: conquered much o S. Spain

· eventually broke up into individual dynasties

· Almohad Dynasty: 100 years: united Maghrib first time

II. West African Empires and Civilizations

· grew strong because o trade

· before AD 200, trade was unstable because oxen, donkeys & horse vs. Desert

· third Cent: Camels!!! => trade increased

· trade routes crossed into Soninke ppl’s region

· Ghana means their chief ( later adapted to symbolize that region

· in 700s: Ghana growing: taxing traders

· Gold: 100 feet deep, south o Ghana

· Salt: Sahara: in village o Taghaza, houses made from salt blocks

· Arab & Berber traded from Med. W/ Gold/Salt

· Guards: tax, trade fair, no robbers

· King: gold nuggets & slabs o salt

· Only king could own nuggets => keep price o gold from falling

· King: religious leader, chief judge, military commander

· Demanded gifts from surrounding leaders for peace

· eventually, rulers converted to Islam 11th cent

· ppl still practiced animism

· Islam => literacy (Arabic)

· 1076: Muslim Almoravid conquered Ghana

· war => trade ( & never regained

· 1235: Mali: “where the king lives” Mande-speakers (south o Ghana)

· power come from Gold (South & East)

· Sundiata – harsh, cruel, unpopular ruler ( 1st ruler (died 1255)

· Mansa – emperor

· Military victorys => takeovers Ghana, Kumbi, Walata => period o peace

· Set up admins. In fiancés, defense, foreign affairs

· Capital city Niani: promoted gold trade: prospered

· Mansa Musa – may have been Sundiata’s grandnephew

· Mali’s next rulers after Sun. were Muslims

· MM skilled military leader

· Empire expanded twice size o Ghana

· Divided into province & had governors

· 1324 – 1325: MM went on hajj

· when returned: built mosques in Timbuktu & Gao

· Timbukto: judges, doctors, religious leaders, scholars, mosques, universities

· 1352: Ibn Battuta: traveled for 27 years: visiting Islamic world

· ( Timbuktu not strictly Muslim

· ( low crime rate & good justice system

· MM’s successors: ( gov’t: within 50 years, Mali dropped

· Songhai – 1400s: once under Mali control

· Built army & extended terrirtory near Gao ( capital

· SunniAli: military => expand

· Began in 1464: 30 years reign

· 1468: first major triumph: capture city o Timbuktu

· took Dejenne: sieged for 7 years & married its queen

· died in 1492

· Askia Muhammad: leader of Revolt (Muslims not happy for not following Muslim truly)

· Drove Sunni Ali’s son out o power

· 35 year rule

· excellent administrator

· however, Songhai lacked modern wepons

· 1591: FELL TO Moroccan fighting force w/ gunpowder & cannons

· ended central region rule o W. Africa

· Hausa – named after lang. They spoke ( group o city-state

· 1000 to 1200: E. o Mali/Songhai

· Songhai ruled, but Hausa gained independence

· Walled city & govenor controlled farming outside walls

· Kano, Katsina, Zazzau (Zaria) ( other city-states

· Kano & Katsina: trading 

· Kano: woven & dyed cloth & leather

· Zazzau: trade o Slaves

· Rulers held power & ministers/officials check power

· Armies o mounted horsemen

· Fighting among cities => no unified empire

· Yoruba: ppl spoke a common lang.

· South Edge o Savana

· Farmed mostly

· Formation o several localized Yoruba kingomds

· Yoruba kings: religious & political leaders: descented from first rule o Ife

· Demonstrated power w/ a huge group o ppl

· Ife (1100s – 1600s) & Oyo  (1600s - ??) : two most powerful

· Ife: good artists

· Benin: S. & W. o Ife, delta o Niger R. ( first kings in 1300s

· Like Yoruba: forest pp

· Kings (oba) say descend from first king o Ife

· 1400s: Oba, Ewuare, made Benin into major W. Africa state

· build powerful army

· strengthened walls

· Great artwork: Benin artist learned from Ife artist

· Portuguese traded w/ Benin merchants

III. Eastern City-States and Southern Empires

· 3rd cent: Askum trade, 600s: Muslim & Aksumites move capital to Roha ~1100

· 1100: wave o Bantu migrated & farming/fishing villages

· traders w/ monsoon came from Indian Ocean & seaports grew

· Swahili – blend o Bantu & Arabic

· Persian traders moved S. o Askum & triangled trade: Asia, Africa

· 1300s: more than 35 trading cities on coast

· 1331: Ibn Battuta visited Kilwa (city-state)

· beautiful city: rich: houses o Coral/Stone, porcelain, ivory

· Monsoon conviency => powerful city-state

· 1488: Portuguese ships saw wealth o city states & decided to conquer

· got Kilwa, Sofala, & Monbasa

· remained their for next two centuries

· Muslim swepted: small towns had mosque: Muslim sultan & officials

· However, good majority held onto non-Muslim

· Traded Slaves – not till 1700s did it start to boom

· Great Zimbabwe: SE Africa, Shona ppl est: gold & ivory

· Stood near trade route: inland w/ coastal cities o Sofala

· After 1000, GZ controlled these routes

· Taxing traders => boom

· 1450: GZ abandoned: why? No know

· maybe because Cows overgrazed, soil overplanted, salt & timber gone

· only left are the ruins

· Zimbabwe: stone enclosers

· Two complexes o stone buildings: royal palace

· Great Encloser: 36 ft high & 15 ft thick

· Think not for military, just a show o strength

· Estimated: GZ took 400 years

· Mutapa Empire: 

· Started by Mutaota: according to legend: left GZ ~ 1420 to find salt 

· Found valley w/ fertile soil, good rainfall & good wood

· Used army to dominate N. Shona

· Conquered ppl paid monies to him

· Mwene mutapa “Master Pillager”

· Mine gold ( rulers forced Conquerees to mine for them

· S. part broke away (before Mutaota’s death)

· 1500s: Portuguese couldn’t conquer

· so interfered politically: put out one leader & install one leader whom they could control

