CHAPTER 13 – EUROPEAN MIDDLE AGES



500 - 1200
I. Germanic Kingdoms Unite Under Charlemagne

· Germanic overran W. Roman Empire

· Disruption o Trade – Money scarece, merchants attacked

· Downfall o Cities – Fall o Roman => abandoned central gov’t centers

· Population Shifts – nobles retreat to rural areas & others follow

· Germanic couldn’t read/write

· Only church officials could read/write

· Greek works were lost

· No longer had one unified language: Latin => French, Spanish, etc. (800s)

· 400 – 600s: Germanic kingdoms arose

· Church provided shelter from unstable-ness

· Gov’t loyalty & written laws => family ties & tradition

· Germanic chief had armies (provided foot & shelter)

· Disgrace to outlive their lord

· Roman Province o Gaul ( Franks: bring Christianity ( lead by Clovis

· Clovis’ wife, Clothilde, urged him to convert

· Clovis appealed to God in battle & tides turned

· 3,000 soldier & Clovis baptized

· Clovis & Churched => beginning o two powerful forces

· Fear o Muslim attack, conquered ppl, influence by missionaries => rise o Christianity

· Monasteries & Convents

· 520ish: Benedict (Italian monk) wrote guidelines for monks

· his sister Scholastica (head o convent) wrote rules for women

· Monks opened school, libraries, copied books

· 731: Vererable Bede (English monk) wrote history o England ( best historical work in Middle Ages

· preserved part o Rome’s intellect

· 590: Gregory I became pope

· Papacy: secular – worldly, involve in politics

· Raise armies, repair roads, help poor, 

· Inflence grew from Italy to England, Spain to W. Germany

· Clovis: Merovingian Dynasty

· 700: major domo – mayor o palace: most powerful person

· Officially: royal household & estates

· Un: Armies & policy

· 719: MD Charles Martel (Charles da Hammer) held more power than king

· extended N, S, & E

· Defeated Muslim raiding Party => Christian Hero

· Pepin the Short (Martel’s son)

· W/ Pope: fight Lombards ( Carolingian Dynasty (751 – 987)

· Charlemagne – Charles the Great ( song o Pepin

· Each summer fight surrounding ppl

· 800: Charlemagne empire succeeded the Byzantine

· 800: Charlemagne attacked mob attacking the pope

· Pope crowned him “Roman Emperor”: Germanic power, church, Rome

· Limited authority to few nobles

· Loyal agents: counts governed their couties: Ch. Paided visits 

· Ch. Loved learning: ordered monasteries to open school for future church leaders

· Louis the Pious: son o Charlemagne

· Bad ruler: good religious

· Sons: Lothair, Charles the Blad, Louis the German fought civil war

· 843: signed Treaty o Verdun

· Divide kingdom => break down

II. Feudalism in Europe

· 800 – 1000: Invasions galore

· Muslim (S: Sicily & Itlay, sacked Rome 846)

· Magyar: E, Vikings (scariest) from N.

· Vikings: Scandinavia: Northmen/Norsemen: trader, invaders, explorers

· Worship war gods

· Raided quickly & out to sea

· Ships: 300 warriors, 72 oars, sea monster on tip, 20 tons, could sail in 3 feet o water

· Leif Ericson: N. America ~ 1000

· ~1000: Viking became nicer: found religion, agriculture

· Magyars: group o nomadic ppl (east): horsebackers: Danuke R. ~ 800s

· Captured ppl to sell as slaves

· Muslim from south: control the Med & disrupt trade

· Want to conquer Europe, but no

· during invasion, no central gov’t. Local leader gained power by winning fights

· 911: Rollo (Viking army head) & Charles the Simple (powerless king o France)

· land for loyalt: Northmen’s land: Normandy

· worst invading time: 850 – 950: feudalism

· Rollo & Charles: land for loyalty

· Pyramid hierarch

· Complicated: pledged loyalty to more than one

· 3 groups: fighters, prayers, workers ( inherited

· Serfs – not lawfully leave place where born
· Manor – lord’s estate

· Obligation between lord & serf (protection & tending)

· Peasants rarely traveled more than 25 miles

· 15 – 30 familys lived in village on manor: self sufficient community

· Imports: salt, iron, cloth, leather, lumber, millstone

· poor pay high tax on bread grind in mill, if make bread elsewhere (
· Tax on marriage, church tax – Tithe (1/10 o income), 

· Warm house by bringing in pigs

· Believed God determined their place in society.

III. The Age oChivalry

· feudalism => constant fighting => prized combat skills => code o behavior (1100)

· Charlemagne’s grandfather’s time: mounted soldier became valuable

· Saddle: Asian steppes, Stirrups: India

· Horses => status symbols

· Lords reward knights w/ lands

· 40 days o mounted combat/year

· pastime: training for war: wrestly & hunting

· 1100s: code o Chivalry – complex set o ideals

· defend three masters: feudal lord, heavenly Lord, chosen lady

· protect weak & poor, loyal, brave, courteous

· most knights treated lower classes badly

· after knighted, travel alongside for ~ 2 years

· mock battles: tournaments
· fierce & bloody: losers pay large ransoms

· Castle: huge, under siege => gory

· Poored molten lead on enemy, shot crossbows

· literature idealized chivalry

· King Arthur & Charlemagne

· The Song of Roland – praises French soldier who perishes

· Many poems: duty to lord vs. duty to lady

· Troubadours – poet musicians: sang about love

· Noblewomen: beautiful & pure

· False/artificial image o knights & ladies

· Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122 – 1204)

· Queen o England: mother o Richard the Lion Hearted & King John

· Daughter: Marie o Champagne: turned love into study subject: Court of Love

· Status o women declined under feudalism

· Noblewomen:

· Could inherit estate, send knights, husband away: commander & warrior, 

· Not eleigble for reward for military tho

· Even Noblewomen’s status declined (except: Eleanor, ruled for sons & husbands)

· Because of Church, mostly

IV. The Church Wields Power

· tension between Emperor & Church leaders

· Pope Gelasius I:

· Church bow to state in politics, state bow to Church in religion

· Didn’t work

· like feudalism, but with clergy – religious officials, however Pope above them all

· “Age of Faith”

· sacraments – important religious ceremonies (Baptism & confirmation)

· village Church: social hoopla
· Canon law – law of the Church (kings follow too)
· Harshest punishment: excommunication & interdict
· Punishment used as power
· Excom: vassals freed, int: no religious sacrament performed on land
· 11th cent. German emperor submit to Pope
· Holy Roman Empire 

· Otto I: Otto the Great: hero is Charlemagne

· Built ties & Church, even invaded Italy for them

· Attempt to revive Charlemagne’s empire: trouble for German leaders & pope

· Lay investiture – ceremony which kings/nobles appoint church officials

· 1075: Pope Gregory VII: banned lay investiture

· German emperor: Henry IV: called pope False Monk

· Pope excommunicated him, bishop & princes side w/ pope, 

· Gregory had to wait in snow for 3 days before Pope un-ex. Him

· Went back & punished deserters

· Pope’s power humiliated proudest rulers in Europe

· Lay Inv. Undecided

· 1122: in city o Worms: come Concordat o Worms

· Pope appoint bishop, but emperor could veto

· 1152: 7 German princes elected German king: Frederick I “Barbarossa”

· first to call lands Holy Empire o Rome

· invaded rich cities in Italy

· Pope & Fred’s enemies formed alliance: Lombard Leage

· 1176: Battle o Legnano: foot soldiers w/ crossbows defeated knights

· princes’ power grew, Fred drowned, states split up

· Weak leaders: invade, fall, bad w/ Pope, repeat

