Chapter 12 – Empires in East Asia



600 - 1350

I. Two Great Dynasties in China

· After Han (220), Tibet nomads conquered ( no emperor who is like glue

· 589: Sui Wendi united N & S China => Tang & Song dynasty

· Sui Dynasty: two emperors til 618

· Grand Canal: connected Huang He & Chang Jiang => trade routes

· Thousands o ppl died, more died in Great Wall => revolt

· Tang: 300 years (618 – 907): Tang Taizong (627 – 649)

· Empire expanded

· 668: Korea under China’s influence

· Wu Zhao – 660 – 690: held power, then crowed emperor

· Strengthened central gov’t

· Lowered taxes, land from wealthy to poor

· Foreign trade & improvements in ag.

· Revival of exams: only wealthy could afford education

· Middle class families shared some power

· mid 700s: Tang was weakening

· taxes, famine => country bandits

· Battle o Talas: Arab (751) won 

· 907: Chinese rebels rebelled & killed last 

· after Tang, warlords divided up China

· Song Taizu: Song dynasty (960 – 1279): smaller than Han or Tang

· Paid stuff to N. for no raids

· 1100s: Manchurian ppl called Jurchen est. Jin empire N. China

· 1126: Song only ruled S. China ( Hangzhou (S. Yangtze)

· Trade grew: Chinese N., Nomads Cent. Asia, W. Asia & Europe

· Population doubled: 100 million

· Song: least ten cities w/ pop o 1 mill each

· Most populous & most advanced

· Movable type – print, gunpowder, porcelain, mechanical clock, paper money, magnetic compass

· Farming: Rice (new from Vietnam): distribute seeds throughout

· Tang army guard Silk Road

· Decline o Tang => Sea trade => Greatest sea power in world (Song)

· Math, astronomy, religion

· Arts: Poetry (Li Bo (Bai) & Du Fu)

· Painting: Black primary ink color

· Civil Service Exam

· Gentry – larger upper class: scholar-officials, then Urban, then peasants

· Status o Women decline as climb higher on hierarchy

· Foot binding

II. Mongol Conquests

· Manchuria to Hungary: steppe: home to Hittites, Huns, Turks, Mongols

· Temp: -57 – 96 Fr.

· Pastoralists – herded animals

· Nomads followed seasonal pattern, not wander

· Horseback, clans
· Nomads prided themselves on toughness

· Raided surrounding villages ( Genghis Khan 

· 1200 : Mongol khan (clan leader): Temujin

· 1206: Genghis Khan “universal ruler”

· 1215: invade Jin Empire => W. Islam

· Central Asia: revenge for Muslim’s killing of Mongols

· 1221: C. Asia under Mongol control

· Good army structure

· Followed Chinese: 10,000 armies:

· 1000 brigades, 100 companies, 10 platoons

· Strategies:

· Pretend to retreat, make army look bigger, 

· Technology: catapults

· Used Cruelty as weapon

· 1227: died from illness

· 50 years: China to Poland: largest unified land empire in history

· Ogadai “Great Khan” ruled: extended empire

· 1241: Og. Died & commanders called back to elect new leader

· 1260: Mongol divided into four large khanates: rule by descendant o Genghist

· Great Khan (Mong. & China), Khanate o Chagatai (C. Asia), Ilkhanate (Persia), Khanate o Golden Horde (Russia) 

· Mongols destroyed irrigation such as in Tigris & Euphrates

· Mongols adopted culture o conquered territories

· mid 1200s to mid 1300s: Mongol Peace: safety ( briefly city based civilization

· trade prospered

· bubonic plague might be spread by Mongols

III. Empire of the Great Khan

· Kublai Khan 1260 – “Great Khan” ( first foreigner to rule China

· New dynasty “Yuan” ( less than century in 1368

· United China first time in 300 years

· Trade (
· Tolerated culture

· Kublai enjoyed civilization & spent most o time in China

· Move capital from Mongolia to Beijing

· Almost conquered Japan expect typhoon came “divine winds”

· “One can conquer on horseback, but not govern”

· Gave Chinese local positions

· Considered Foreigners more trustworthy ( had no Local loyalty

· rebuilt Grand Canal ( supply o grain

· Kublai encouraged trade & made roads safer

· Marco Polo – 1275 – 1292: served under Kublai

· Imprison in war in Genoa (he’s from Venice – rival)

· In prison, told tales of great civilization: silk, gold, pearls, etc.

· Last years o Kublai: SE Asia defeated on battle after another

· Over taxation

· Kublai died 1294: 80 years old

· Rebellions broke out in the 1300s: flood, disease, famine, economic, political problems

· 1368: Chinese overthrew Mongols => Ming

· Ilkhanate fell in 1330s, Changatai: 1370s, Golden Horde another 250 years

