UNIT 3 – AN AGE OF EXCHANGE AND ENCOUNTER



500 – 1500

I. The Rise of Islam

· Arabian Peninsula is crossroad: Africa, Europe, Asia
· Mostly desert
· Bedouins arranged in clans: loyalty to family, warrior, adapt 
· Build huge empire in 600 & 700s
· Left nomad to settle: W. Coast
· early 600s: S. Arabia to Byzantine & Sassinid empires

· silk, spices, incense, information, ideas about world
· Petra, Palmyra, Mecca ( important cities in trade
· Mecca: simple house o worship Ka’aba
· hanifs: ppl who believed in one God

· mixed religion in Mecca, ~570: Muhammad
· Muhammad – clan o power Meccan family
· Six: orphan
· Little schooling, work on caravan
· Worked as manager for Khadijah: wealth business women
· @ 25: married to Khad.
· Great interest in religion
· @ 40: angel Gabriel called & Muh. Believed he was last o prophets
· Arabs didn’t accept Islam in Mecca, followers got beaten
· Islam – submission to the will of Allah

· Muslim – one who has submitted
· Hijrah – 622: Mecca to Yathrid (200 miles N.)
· Renamed “Medina” – city of prophets
· Muhammad showed greate leadership: united Arab & Jews => military
· Mecca vs. Medina
· 630 Prophet & 10,000 followers marched towards Mecca

· Mecca was doing badly, so surrendered
· Muhammad destroy idols of Ka’aba (Truth come & falsehood vanished)
· Meccans joined umma by pledging loyalty to Muh.
· Died @ 62, but left unified Arabia Peninsula under Islam
· Qur’an – “if any one earns sin, he earns it against his own soul” ( judgement day

· Five Pillars
· Faith – only Allah
· Prayer – 5 times day. Assemble @ mosque
· Alms – support less fortunate
· Fasting – during holy month o Ramadan => reminds of greater needs than bread
· Pilgrimage – Hajj, to Mecca ( ppl wear same (stand same before God)
· forbidden to eat pork, or intoxicating beverage

· Friday afternoon – communal worship/prayer
· No priest or central religious authority
· Ulama – scholar class, learns law. Teachers who study Muh.
· Angel Gabriel: revealed Islam to Muh. As the Qur’an
· After Muh. Died, revelations collected into book => Qur’an
· Muslim consider only Arabic version to be true word

· Arabic spread

· Sunna- Muhammad’s example

· Shari’a – body o law so ppl follow Sunna
· Doesn’t separate religion from crime/civil
· Bring unity to Muslim
· To Mus, Allah same god as ones in Chris. & Jud.

· Trace back to Abraham
· Shari’a law ( tolerance to Christian & Jews
II. Spread of Islam

· Muh. Died in 632, who’s the new leader? ( eventually divide

· Abu-Bakr elected, first caliph – successor

· Abu, Umar, Uthman, Ali => used Qur’an & Muh’s actions

· “rightly guided” ( rule called caliphate

· After Muh. Some renounced Islam, other proclaimed prophets

· Abu used military

· Died 634, Muslim control all Arabia

· Umar: armies took Syria & lower Egypt

· Uthman & Ali – eastward & westward expansion

· 750: Atlantic to Indus R. ( Muslim empire 6,000 miles

· Success: faith o soldiers, organize & good commanded

· Two empires N. o Arabia (Bryzantine & Persia) were weak

· Official state religion: Christianity & Zoroastrianism


· Persecuted all others

· Qur’an forbade forced conversion

· Muslim not have to pay poll tax

· Christian, Jews “People of the book”: payed tax for exemption in military

· Played important roles

· After Uthamn: Ali vs. Mauwiya (governor o Syria)

· Ali assassinated in 661 & gone was elected caliphs

· Ummayyads – family set up hereditary

· Capitol moved to Damascus in Syria
· Controlling territories easier
· Surround w/ wealth, ceremony like non-Muslims
· => rise to fundamental division o Muslim
· Shi’a – party of Ali ( caliph need to be relative o Muh
· Sunni – follower o Muh. Examples ( didn’t actively resist
· Sufi – took life to poverty for spirituality 
· Kept focus on Qur’an & tradition
· growth o Scholarship & Islam branches

· 750: rebels overthrew Umyyads (vigorous religion) 
· Abbasids – most powerful, took control (750 – 1258)
· Murdered remaining Umyyads
· One prince, Abd al-Rahman, escaped to Spain & formed Umayyad dynasty
· Spain already settled by N. Africa Muslim. Berbers
· Lead by Jabal Tariq ( very revered (Gilbraltar)
· Strength – Persian lands
· 762 – moved captital to Baghdad, S. Iraq ( good trade routes
· Strong bureaucracy ( w/ special divisions ( support by taxes
· Failed keep complete political control => Independent Muslim states grew
· Fatimid Dynasty – (Fatima, Muh’s daughter) began in N. Africa spread to Red Sea

· Med Sea & Indian Ocean linked Muslim Empire
· Connected Silk Roads (China, India) w/ Europe & Africa
· Single lang (Arabic) & single currency (Abbasid dinar)
· Sakks – bank credits, connected in major cities (checks)
· Cordoba in al-Andalus – big city

· 500,000 ppl ( cultural blend => achievement in art/science

· 70 library, 700 mosque, 27 free school

III. Muslim Achievement

· Damascus: leading city ‘til Baghdad

· Fine cloth (damask), good steel swords, armor, 
· Cultural Islamic stuff, 
· Many urban centers => powerful dynasty

· Baghdad: circular design (3 circular protective walls)
· Main streets shops, but then shops moved outside walls
· Four classes: lower => more taxes

1. born Muslims

2. Converts
3. “protected people” Christians & Jews
4. Slaves
· Qur’an: Men managers of affairs, righteous women are obedient

· Qur’an: men & women as believers, are equal
· Muslim women had more rights than European Women @ that time
· Allowed divorces, protected women’s inheritance
· Rulers wanted good medicine
· Al-Razi (greatest doctor until 1500): Comprehensive Book & Treatise on Smallpox and Measles (breath cleaner air)
· Hung meat around Baghdad: spoiled slowly => cleaner air => hospital
· Mecca’s direction => growth o astronomy
· Greek: logic over observation ( Muslim solve by experiment
· Believed math was basis of all knowledge
· Al-Khwarizmi: 700s: “art o bringing unknowns to match knowns”: al-jabr (alg.)
· Charted stars, comets, planets
· Ibn al-Haytham: Optics ( visions: rays pass from object to eyes, not vice versa
· Microscope/telescope developement 
· Muhammad support learning => importance
· After Rome, information was preserved by Muslims
· House of Wisdom – Baghdad: combination library
· Greece, India, Persia => Arabic
· 1100s: Ibn Rushd

· make Greek philosopher harmonize w/ Muslim
· attacked ( say both find truth
· Moses Ben Maimon, Jewish physician/philosopher

· The Guide of the Perpexed – blend o philosophy, religion, science
· Bedouin poets ( desert, bravery, love, generosity, hospitality

· Qur’an: standard for lit & poetry (Sufi good poets)
· The Thousand and One Nights
· Muslim prohibited art of living beings (only Allah can create life)
· Turn to calligraphy, woodwork, glass, ceramics, textiles
· Architecture: cultural blending 

· Great Mosque of Damascus ( interwoven massive arches
· “Ideal man”

· perfect: E. Perisan, Arabic in faith, Iraqi education, Hebrew in smarts, disciple o Christ in conduct, pious as Greek monk, Greek in sciences, Indian in interpretation, Sufi in spiritual
- 3 Muslim empires: Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal
