Chapter Nine – the Americas: A Sparate World



40,000 BC – AD 700
I. Hunters and Farmers in the Americas

· Beringia – Land bring in Bering Strait

· First Americans arrived ~ end o ice age (16 mil – 10,000 BC)

· Animals migrated into America, ppl followed

· First come: 40,000 BC, 12000 BC

· Monte Verde: Chile: evidence o human life dating back to 10,500 BC

· Think humans cross bridge ~ 20,000 yrs ago

· Some say first ppl come from boats

· first ppl hunted the mastodon: large animal became extinct

· then hunted small animals: deer, rabbits

· hunters => moved around & adapted (caves)

· 12000 – 10000 years ago: Ice Age end & Bering Strait appeared

· 7000 BC: revolution o Ag.

· 5000 BC: many grew plants: squashes, gourds, beans, avocados, chilies

· 3400 BC: Maize – corn ( important crop

· Gradually, permanent villages rise

· believed areas like Peru & E. N. America discovered farming independently

· Floating Gardens - Chinampas
· Stacked vegetation, dirt, mud on swamps & shallow lakes

· Productive – up to three harvest year

· population grew => farming more efficient => arts & crafts, trades, etc. => social classes => advanced civilizations

II. Early Mesoamerican Civilizations

· Mesoamerica – central Mx. To Honduras

· Olmec – first known civilization. 1200 BC. Jungles. Influenced other civilizations. 

· “mother culture”

· 1860 – statue (8 tons) uncovered ( Olmec

· 1200 BC – 400 BC: Gulf Coast o Mexico

· hot, humid, swamps, jungle, 100 in o rain yearly, flooding sometimes

· salt, tar, clay for pottery, wood, rubber, stone (monuments & tools), fertile land

· San Lorenzo: dates back to 1150 BC: Olmec

· Columns, altars, sculptures – weight up to 44 tons

· Organization needed for this type o things

· Priests & nobles commanded large group o farmers

· La Venta – E. o San Lorenzo: Olmec as well

· 900 BC: found 100 ft mound o earth & clay ( tomb of ruler ( Great Pyramid

· mound may also served as religious base

· Jaguar worship: half-human, rep. Powerful rain god, or fertility, or maize

· Olmec believed to be empty site for only religion, but no: farmers & bustlin’ city

· Traded far: Mex. City & Honduras

· Iron ore, stones

· Spread influence

· believed San Lorenzo destroy around 900 BC, La Venta ~ 400 BC

· no written records, only artifacts

· Zapotec – SW, showed Olmec influences

· Center o stage are 3 valleys ( Oaxaca Valley

· Fertile soil, mild climate, rainfall for Ag.

· Lived in scattered village til 1000 BC: San Jose Mogote (main power)

· Built temples & sculptures

· 500 BC: developed hieroglyphic writing & calendar system

· 500 BC: first urban: Monte Alban (on mountain lookin’ down)

· 200 BC: 15,000 ppl. Peaked @ 25,000

· 250 AD – 700 AD: plazas, pyramids, temples, palaces, observatories

· Statues showed char. Of Olmec: flat nose & thick lips

· AD 600: began decline. Why? Dunnno. Believed to be loss o trade.

· Olmec legacy

· Influence Maya

· Jaguar motif, pyramids, plaza, monuments, 

· Ceremonial stuff, ritual ball games, elite ruling class

· Carved stone stymbols may influenced later hieroglyphs

· Zapotec Contributions: Hieroglphic, Calender based on sun, City plans

III. Early Civilizations of the Andes

· Andes: 4,000 mi. long & 20,000 ft. peak: S. America’s 1st advanced civilizations

· Steep, rocky, poor soil

· River valleys ( civilizations

· 3600 – 2500 BC: temporary villages along Pac. Coast: hunter-gathereres

· 3000 BC: farm, 1800 BC: number o communities

· Chavin – 900 – 200 BC: 10,000 ft above sea level

· Pyramids, plazas, massive mounds, religious sites

· No evidence o political/economical organization => religious centers

· Carving, pottery, textiles – religious stuff

· Ancient Peruians go to temple to pay respect & bring back culture

· “mother culture” lay foundation for later cultures

· Nazca – S. Coast o Peru 200 BC – AD 600

· Dry, so irrigation

· Beautiful textile & pottery: animals & myths

· Nazca Lines – large rock plain, huge drawings made by scrape top layer o soil

· Depict plants, animals

· So big only seen from air (for gods)

· Moche – AD 100 – AD 700: N. Coast o Peru

· Used Rivers to build irrigation sys.

· Crops: corn, beans, potatoes, squash, peanuts

· Tombs => great wealth: jewelry, semiprecious stones

· Ceramic artist: depict everyday life

· No written language, pottery’ll do

· Not fully understand beliefs or why it fell

- Americas are separate civilizations until early 16th cent.

