CHAPTER 8 – AFRICAN CIVILIZATIONS



1500 BC – AD 500
I. Diverse Societies in Africa

· 1/5 land surface

· Narrow coastlines (50 – 100 miles)

·  40% desert (up to 136o) ( Sahara & Kalahari

· Sahara: almost US, small part sand dunes right flat gray wasteland

· Rainforest: 5%, trees up to 150 ft tall

· Coast: Med. Vegetation ( farmers & herders

· Savana: 40%, most people live

· Thin, but rich in mineral topsoil

· First human appear in the Great Rift Valley

· Some ppl in Congo still hunger-gatherers

· Masai still measure wealth by size o herds

· 10,000 BC – agriculture began in Africa

· 8000 – 4000 BC – Sahara received rain and turned into Savanna, then dried up

· moved E. to Nile

· some learned farm in rainforest

· Farm => settled => better life => other crafts: jewelery, pottery, metal

· Stressed importance of the family unit

· Extended family – grandparents, aunts, uncles, counsins => clan
· nearly all local religions believed on creator

· animism – spirits are important (present in everything)

· no written language

· history, lit, culture passed down by special storytellers, griots
· desertification forced people down south

· had advanced cities

· Dejenne-Dejeno – on tributary to Niger River

· Found: pottery, copper hair stuff, clay toys, glass beads, iron knives

· Oldest object dates from 250 BC ( Oldest known city

· City abandoned ~ AD 1400 & Dejenne rose 2 miles away

· 50,000 ppl @ height

· third cent. BC – smelt iron

· linked to other towns by overland camel routes

· Nok – earliest culture in W. Africa

· 500 BC – AD 200: Nigeria

· first W. Africans to smelt iron

· similar artifacts found in Dejenne-Djeno

· Artifact found 300 miles between Niger & Benue R.

· Depict animal heads

· Hairstyles they may worn are still there today ( direct ancestors?

II. The Kingdom of Aksum and East African Trade

· Kush retreated south when Assyrians met. 1,000 years later: conquered 

· Aksum – Eritrea & Ethiopea

· Legend trace founder to son of King Soloman & Queen o Sheba

· Dynasty include 20th cent. Ruler: Haile Selassie

· May started when Arabs cross Red Sea in 1000 BC

· Met w/ Kushites, passed written lang. (Ge’ez), skill in stone, dams, aqueducts

· First ruler may be Zoskales

· Height: AD 325 – 360 

· Ruler: Ezana conquered Yemen, AD 350 – conquered Kush & burned Meroe

· Adulis – trade center: Egypt, Meroe, Med., Red., Arbia, Persia, India, Rome

· Export: salt, rhinoceros horns, tortois shells, ivory, emeralds, gold

· Import: cloth, glass, olive oil, wine, brass, iron, copper

· cultures mix

· god: Mahrem, believed kings descended

· Animism as well, sacrificed by Mahrem & Ares (War god)

· Ezana converted to Christianity & strengthened its hold

· AD 451: dispute over Christ (solely divine vs. divine & human)

· Egypt & Ethiopia: wholly divine ( Coptic Church of Egpyt & Ethiopian Orthodox Church

· had no mortar (?)

· build stelae – large stone pillars (Ezana dedicated one to Christ)

· Other than Egpyt & Meroe, only ancient kingdom to have language

· First south o Sahara to mint coin

· Created terrance farming, dug canals, dams, cistern (holding tanks)

· Declined due to Islam

· Because Askum protected Muhammed’s family & follower, they weren’t initially attacked

· 710: Askum destroyed: spiritual & environment too

· Avoid conversion to Islam, moved capital to mountains (Ethiopia)

· Geographic, isolation, no forest, soil erosion

III. Migration

· Reasons: Environment, Economic, Political/religion, Technologic

· 15th cent: Ottomans’ drive moved all over to create empire

· 17th cent. Settlers to America

· trace by studying spread o language

· Niger-Congo: 900 languages developed from Proto-Bantu, Bantu-speaking people
· In first cents AD til recently, Bantus moved south => greatest migration in his.

· Believed related to Nok

· 2,000 years agoL small group spread S. & E.

· Congo R. & through Rain Forests

· Adapated: (learned cultivate Bananas) 

· Within 1,500 years, Bantus reached S. Africa

· But soils overused quickly

· don’t know why they moved, maybe desertification

· Wars: Bantu vs. BaMbuti & the San

· Drove BaMbuti (Congo Basin) & San

· Bantu intermingled => left unified Africa

· 60 Mil. People today who speak Bantu-related language

