Chapter Seven – India and China Establissh Empires

300 BC – AD 55
I. First Empires of India

· Chandragupta Maurya – born in kingdom o Magadha 
· Gathered army & killed king

· 321 BC – claimed throne => Mauryan Empire
· 305 – 303 BC – won battle w/ Selecus (Alex’s gen) & empire stretched 2000 miles, uniting N. India. 

· Had big army (9000 elephants) – heavy tax (50%) from trading, mining, manufacturing

· Kautilya – Chandra’s adviser: wrote Arthasastra (governing a vast empire)

· Chandra created 4 provinces (prince) & lostricts (officials)

· Beautiful palace

· Chandra’s son ruled 32 years.

· Grandson Asoka brought the heights

· King 269 BC

· War => expansion 

· Kalinga: 100,000 soldiers slain

· So Asoka turned to Buddhism (nonviolence)

· Pillars w/ teachings: treat subjects good, religious toleration, nonviolence

· Roads built so he could visit (resting stations, treats, animal watering sta.)

· Asoka died 232 BC => empire breaks up

· Andhra empire rose

· Central position => N & S trades,

· Trade w/ Rome, Sri Lanka, SE Asia

· N. India had many refugees (Greeks, Persians, Cent. Asians)

· S. India: home of Tamil people (3 kingdoms never been conquered)

· after 500 years, Chandra Gupta started the Gupta Empire
· came to power by marrying daughter of royal family

· “Great King of Kings” AD 320

· Son, Samudra, became king in AD 335: 40 years o war & conquest (loved pottery too)

· First period which have info. About daily life: small villages: methodical

· Guppie II – height of empire – Prince o Princes (40 years)

· Defeated Shakas: western enemy => good trade to Med.

· Daughter arranged to marry king in W. Deccan

· Had accomplishments in art, lit, religion, science, math

· After died: next 100 years: India broke up

· Gupta: farming (w/ heaving tax): extra labor for irrigation: Patriarchal

· Tamil: Matriarchal (yay, finally)

· Queen o Pandyas: 500 elephants, 4000 calvary, 13000 infantry
II. Trade Spreads Indian Religions and Culture

· 250 BC: Hinduism (priests) & Buddhism

· Buddhism

· Potential Buddhas: Bodhisattvas => self-sacrifice (no nirvana) => self-discipline

· Mahayana – accepted above

· Theravada – held on to old beliefs
· Great art stuff: sculptures, paiting, stupas (mounded stone built over hold relics)
· Hindu

· Complex set of sacrifices only performed by priests

· Monotheism growing => hundreds of god => 3 main
· Brahma (creator), Vishnu (preserver), Shiva (destroyer
· Kalidasa – great Indian writer

· Shakuntala: most famous play: girl & king who are cursed
· rich lit too: 

· city o Madurai in S. India because site o writing academics 

· 2,000 Tamil poems from this period still exists

· drama: troupes travel shows

· many classical dance today based on book in 100 BC – AD 100

· Astronomy: great cause of sea people

· Use calendar set to the sun (not moon) 7 days/week

· 1000 before Columbas: proved Earth is round by look @ lunar eclipse

· Math: Aryabhata: calculated pi to four decimal. Calculated length o solar year

· Medicine: 1000 diseases, 500 medicinal plants, surgery (plastic too), possibly gave inoculations

· Rich in precious resources

· 4,000 years ago: trade w/ Africa & Sumeria

· Silk Roads – silk to Rome

· Indians act middle man => profit (build trading stations)

· Sea trade up: Persian gulf to Rome (some were upset because Rome spends)

· Imported African ivory, gold, exported cotton cloth

· Arabia (exchange for dates & horses) & China (silk)

· trader => rich bankers

· Mauryan times: annual interest rate on loans for overseas: 240%!!

· Gupta: no longer consider sea too dangerous, 15 – 20 %/year

· Cultural Diffusion: Thailand, Cambodia, Java

· Religion Diffusion

III. Han Emperors in China

· Xiang Yu & Liu Bang (general) 

· Liu Bang turned against, fought final battle in 202 BC

· Liu Bang declared first emperor of Han Dynasty (400 years)

· Former Han: 2 cents until AD 9

· Later Han: 2 cents 

· Liu Bang’s first goal was to destroy rival kings’ power 

· Centralized governmenting: hundres o local officials

· Lowered taxes & soften punishments

· Liu Bang died in 195 BC, son became emperor, but Empress Lu in charge

· After son died, Empress Lu named on infant after another as successor

· Died 180 BC – ppl loyal to Liu Bang killed all Lu’s relatives

· Liu Bang’s great-grandson took throne, Wudi

· Reigned longer from 141 – 87 BC

· Martial Emperor: expand through war

· Xiongnu – first conquerees. Nomadic horseback arrow-ers

· Alliance w/ Xiongnu’s enemies & won

· Colonize Manchuria & Korea

· South all way into Vietnam

· Emperor shared rule w/ complex bureaucracy 

· peasants tax & owed month of labor & military service

· roads, canals, irrigation, expanded Great Wall

· get into gov (130,000 ppl) by relations or exams 

· Wudi set up school for future government Confucious-ees

· Exams: Confu, history, law, literature

· Contined til 1912

· Though only rich could afford the schooling

· AD 105 – Paper (previous written on silk)

· More efficient record keeping

· Other: collar harness, perfected a plow, wheelbarrow, watermills to grin grain

· 60 million ppl

· scholars considered Ag. Important & honoring job

· Comerce & Manufactoring good too: salt, iron, coins, alcohol

· Silk: notice the demand so guarded the secret of the make

· Gov’t encouraged assimilation – making conquer-ees part o Chinese culture

· Send farmers to these land & encourage to intermarry

· Set up schools 

· Writers record history 

· Sima Qian: wrote Grand Historian
· Ban Biao History of the Former Han Dynasty
· Daughter Ban Zhao wrote Lessons for Women
· Rich women pursued education, so did Daoist & later Buddhist nuns

· Rich gain at expense o poor

· Rich didn’t have to pay

· Poor did

· Gap

· 32 BC – AD 9: inexperience rulers galore => revolts, political instability

· Wang Mang (AD 9): took control & overthrew Han ending first Han

· Minted new money => prices up

· Set up public granaries

· Took away large landholdings & planned to redistribute

· AD 11: great flood affected millions

· Peasant revolts & wealthy joined

· AD 23: Wang assassinated 

· member of old imperial family took rule & begun 2nd period o Han

· 220: disintegrated into 3 rival kingdoms

