III. 
The Rise of Christianity

· Roman power spread to Judea (Home o Jews) in 63 BC

· Jews alliance divided ( Jewish rep. Of Rome

· Herod – Romanized Jewish ruler

· He died & Jews began a revolt that lasted for 10 years

· Rome took control of Jewish kingdom & made it province in AD 6

· Romans gave control of religion to courts called Sanhedrin

· Two factions: Zealots (rid homeland o Romans) & Another believed Messiah would soon restore the kingdom

· Jesus – baptized by prophet: John the Baptist

· Took up carpentry as trade

· Gospels: first four book so New Testament

· Apostles – Jesus’ disciples

· Roman leaders (esp. Pontius Pilate) feared Jesus’ power

· Peter – first apostle, led the spread of Jesus’ teaching

· Paul – had vision of Jesus & converted. 

· Under Pax Romana, spread o ideas became easy & he spread the word
· Welcome all converts, everyone treated same
· AD 66 – Zealots rebelled

· AD 70: Romans stormed Jerusalem & destroyed
· AD 73: Masada
· AD 132: Another attempt to break free
· Diaspora – dispersal of Jews
· Political state ceased to exist for 1,800 years
· Christianity posed a threat to Rome

· Christians were scapegoats
· AD 64: Nero set afire to Rome, but he blamed Christians
· Pax Romana crumbled, Christians were blamed
· However, Christian became strong: millions & going
· Strong religion because embraced all, hope to powerless, appealed to those repelled by Rome, offered a personal relationship w/ God, held eternal life after death

· Christians soon developed hierarchy & priests and bishops
· Peter was the first pope
· Est. Rome as capital 
· AD 312: Emporer Constantine 

· Rivaled by three for emperor
· Saw a cross of light in heavens, “In this sign, conquer”
· Put the cross on shields, etc. & won
· Ended Christian persecution
· AD 380: emperor Theodosius made Christianity official

· Dispute over Christianity became intense => AD 325, Constantine called leaders to Nicaea in Anatolia & wrote the Nicene Creed: defining basic beliefs
· Augustine – The City of God – Rome is insignificant since city of God could never be destroyed
IV. Decline of the Roman Empire

· After 5 good emperors: decline

· During Pax Romana: trade, gold & silver from conquered lands, farms prosper
· But during 3rd Cent AD: sources wavered
· Mini-Wars w/ others costed much
· Made coins w/ less & less silver: Inflation – rise o price & drop o value
· Agriculture: soil overworked became unfertile
· Military trouble

· Germanic tribes threatened the N.
· Persia threatened in Anatolia & Syria
· AD 260: Emperor Valerian captured => loyalty dropped
· Hired mercenaries – foreign fight for $$. Had lower pay but better loyalty.
· Soldiers became loyal to commanders
· Holding offices became from $$ ( -$$ (pay for public stuff)

· Only Army into loyalty
· Proclaimed 50 generals: 26 got approved: 25 die

· Went on for 200 years: east & west divided

· AD 284: Diocletian: army duded ( Emperor

· Double armies: drafting prisoners & mercenaries

· Claimed descendent o Roman god

· Persecuted Christians

· Divided Rome: E  (Greek, wealthier)  to him, W (Latin) to Gen. Maximian

· Died AD 305

· Civil war: 311: four rivals competing for power

· Constantine won

· AD 324: secured East: restoring single ruler thingy

· AD 330: moved capital from Rome to Greek Byznatium (Constantinople)

· Stood on Bosporus strait ( strategically good

· After death, west ( east (
· German nomads pushed in

· AD 376 – 476: poured in & finally dethroning the last Roman Emperor

· Huns: fierce Mongol nomads drove people into Rome

· Germanic ppl fled & came into Rome

· 5th cent: city o Rome vulnerable

· 600 years since last attack: Hannibal

· 408: Alaric – marched & sieged Rome, in 410: stormed into Rome

· Attila – chief o Huns who united them in 444: w/ 100,000 soldiers: terrorized half o Rome

· Attacked 70 cities in East
· Marched towards Rome but was met w/ famine
· Germans sacked Rome in 455 ( Famine ( 1 mil to 20,000

· Spain: Visigoths, N. Africa: Vandals, Gaul: tribes galore, Britannia: Angles & Saxons, Italy: Ostrogoths
· Last emperor: 14 year old: Romulus Augustulus
· 476: Odoacer (German emperor) sent Romulus into exile
· East flourished (Bryzantine Empire) til 1453 ( Ottoman attacks 
· Great heritage o Greek & Roman
· Saw rulers heirs o Julius Caesar
V. 
Rome and the Roots of Western Civilization

· Greco-Roman culture – Greek, Hellenistic, Rome

· Greek: beauty & idealization in sculptures, Rome: realistic
· Augustus: greek artistic achievement

· Bas-relief: images projected from flat background
· Mosaics: rich had 

· Frescoes: large murals: rich had
· Pompeii – Vesuvius erupted & preserved many paintings

· Stoicism – Greek philosopher, Zeno, encouraged virtue, duty, moderation, endurance
· Emperor Marcus Aurelius
· Writers used Roman themes/ideas and followed Greek forms/models

· Virgil – poet spent ten eyars writing Aeneid, epic o Aeneas
· Modeled after Homer, written to praise Rome

· Ovid: light, witty poetry. ( Amores can only compose when in love
· Excellent historic prose
· Tacitus – Roman historian presented accurate facts. Concern about lack o morality. In Annals and Histories, wrote about good/bad imperial Rome
· Latin: French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Romanian: Romance languages. English

· Arch, dome, concrete ( Colosseum

· Aqueducts – bring water into town

· Jefferson began a Roman revival in 18th century (US Capitol)

· Roads constructed of stone, concrete, sand, some still in use

· Law: dealt w/ rights o citizen

· Slowly: laws changed to apply to all

· All had equal treatment

· Innocent until proven guilty

· Burden of proof rest w. the accuser

· Person should be punish for actions, not thought

· Unreasonable/grossly unfair law could be set aside
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