Chapter Six – Ancient Rome and Early Christianity



500 BC – AD 500
I. The Roman Create a Republic

· City founded in 753 BC by Romulus & Remus, twin sons of Mars & Latin princess. Raised by wolves & decided to build city

· Rome built on 7 rolling hills @ curve o Tiber R. 

· Latins vs. Greeks vs. Etruscans ( battle ~1000 – 500 BC

· 750 – 600 BC: Greek settlers est. 50 colonies ( brought contact w/ Greece

· Etruscans – native to N. Italty

· Skilled metal workers & engineers 

· Strongly influenced Rome: writing, alphabet, the arch

· Romans: religious from Greek & Etruscans

· Etruscan kings ordered contruction of Rome’s first temples (Rome was mainly Ag.)

· Temple ( Forum (heart o Roman political life)

· last king: harsh Tyrant: Tarquin the Pround (509 BC)

· then Rome made replubic – power in citizen who vote to select leader

· patricians – aristocratic landowners held most o power

· claimed ancestors gave they authority

· plebeians – common farmers, artisans, merchants
· could vote, but no important offices
· Senate let them form their elect reps. Called tribunes

· Pressure gave them more power
· 451 BC – ten officials began writing laws (plebian influence)

· twelve tablets hung in Forum
· all citizen had protection
· king = two officials called consuls
· term = one year & couldn’t be reelected for another ten years

· senate – 300 members: upper class (life members)

· later plebeians allowed

· Centuriate Assembly – citizen-soldiers

· Tribal Assembly (Plebeians) – made laws for common & later for republic

· When crisis – republic would appoint a dictator
· All who owned land were required to be in army

· Ten years

· legion – military units of 5,000 heavily armed infantry, cavalry. Then 80 men called century. 

· Organized & skillful

· fourth cent. BC: Rome dominated central Italy

· 390 BC: Gauls (Celtic from Po R. Valley) sacked Rome

· quickly recovered

· 265 BC: master o Italy except Po R. Valley

· different laws for different types o ppl

· Latins became citizens, others are citizens but couldn’t vote

· Allies: send military to Rome & would be left alone

· Good trades

· 264 BC Rome vs. Carthage (former Phoenicia): over the Med.

· Punic Wars

· 264 BC – 146 BC: 3 wars

· Sicily & W. Med (Defeat o Carthage, Rome god Sicily)

· 218 BC: 29 year old Carthaginian general: 

· Hannibal – 50,000 infantry, 9,000 cavalry, 60 elephants ( soldiers lived off of land & many died: victory @ Cannaeo, but Romans regrouped & won

· Scipio – Roman general: attack Carthage & 202 BC @ Zana Romans defeated Hannibal

· Senator: Cato “Carthage must be destroyed” ( angered Carthage is good again

· 146 BC: siege & fire & 50,000 sold to slavery

· gained domination over w. Med

· 70 BC, Anatolia to Spain

II. 
The Roman Empire Brings Change

· widening gap o rich & poor

· latifundo – huge estates o rich

· 100 BC: Slaves are 1/3 o pop.

· Poor: ¼ o pop.

· Small farmer got forced to sell to big’un, & became real poor

· Tiberius & Gaius Gracchus (Bros) help poor

· Proposed reforms (give land to poor) 

· Strongly opposed by senators & died

· Civil war followed their death

· Gaius Marius & Lucius Sulla: two general that fought for poor in civil war

· War ended: Sulla being dicator

· Rivalries betwixt generals still threaten the republic

· Julius Caesar – emerged

· Joined forces w/ Crassus (wealthy) & Pompey (popular general)

· triumvirate – group of three rulers (dominated for next ten years)

· Elected consul in 59 BC

· Served one year & appoint himself as governor of Gaul (France)

· 58 – 50 BC: grueling but successful to conquer Gaul

· 50 BC, senate told Caesar to return home (influenced by Pompey)

· defied the order & Jan. 19, 49 BC: Caesar vs. Pompey: Caesar won many-a times

· 46 BC: Caesar returned to Rome as good guy & got appointed dictator

· 44 BC: dictator fo life

· absolute ruler – total power

· great changes (granted citizenship, expanded senate, creating jobs, start colonies)

· Senators (lead by Marcus Brutus & Gaius Cassius) stabbed him to death @ senate chamber

· civil war broke out & destroyed the republic

· Caesar’s 18 year old grand-nephew & adopted son Octavian & general Mark Antony & politician Lepidus joined

· 43 BC: took control o Rome & ruled as Second Triumvirate
· but… Octavian forced Lepidus to retire, then became rivals w/ MA

· MA fell in love w/ Cleopatra & civil war again

· Actium (31 BC) – MA & Cleopatra defeated by Octavian

· Octavian ruled unchallenged

· Title o Augustus (The Exalted one) & imperator (supreme general) 

· 27 BC – AD 180: peace of Pax Romana – Roman peace

· 3 million sq. miles & 60-80 million ppl, Rome housed 1 mill.

· 90% ppl in Ag.

· Denarius: silver coin

· Trade w/ Anatolia, China, India

· Roads that were for far places: Silk Road (most important)

· 100s AD – Spain to Mesopotamia & N. Africa to Britain

· non citizens became citizens after they’ve served in army

· Augustus: good emperor

· Buildings, government, civil service, paid workers to mangage affairs (grain supply, tax, postal)

· Died AD 14 & adopted son Tiberius took over

· Emperors were good, but some (Caligula & Nero: insane/unstable) were cruel

· Because of good gov’t, peace stayed

· However, no law for selecting an emperor: crisis in that period

· Five Good Emperors: Nerva (AD 96) – Marcus Aurelius (AD 180): Rome declined

· Emphasized discipline, strength, loyalty

· Gravitas – virtues of above 

· Strength more beauty, power more grace, usefulness more elegance

· Roman women: rich & power become nearly equal to men but no vote

· Girls given feminine form o dad’s name & married early to old ppl

· Rich boys went to school until 16

· Slaves, Gladiators, none of the revolts succeeded

· Numina – powerful spirit/divine forces

· Lares – guardian spirit of each family

· Minerva: goddess o wisdom & arts

· Rich & poor gapped greatly

· By AD 250: 150 holidays/year

· Colosseum: 50,000 ppl: rich & poor come to watch gore

