III. Alexander – Empire Builder

· King Phillip of Macedonia wanted to take Greece 
· Greece was weakened after the Pelopenisian War
· Macedonia – rough mountains
· Many Macedonian nobles considered themselves Greek, while the Greeks looked down on the Mace’s
· 359 BC – King Phillip II

· 23 years old: General & ruthless politician

· Organized army into phalanxes and defeated invaders. 

· Now was ready to take Greece

· Demosthenes – Athens Orator urged city-states to get alone & unite

· But when Athens & Thebes united, too late:

· Philip already defeated Greeks at battle of Chaeronea

· Alexander: Phillip’s 18 year old son led cavalry here 

· Phillip got shot @ daughter’s wedding

· Son Alexander proclaimed himself king: Alexander the Great

· 20 years old: 336 BC

· Student of Aristotle: science, geography, literature

· Laid Iliad under his pillow for inspiration

· Learned horse, weapons, and command when his was a kid

· Thebes rebelled, he destroyed it (6,000 ppl killed)

· Alexander invades Persia

· 334 BC: 35,000 soldiers to Anatolia 

· Persian 40,000 rushed to defend at Granicus ( lost

· Darius III – raised army of 50,000 – 75,000 ppl at Issus ( lost

· Darius tried peace treaty offering 1/3 of Persia, but Alexander wanted the whole thing

· Went to Egypt, found as a liberator & pharaoh

· Created city: Alexandria

· Then moved east into Mesopotamia to Darius

· At Guagamela: 250,000 Persian and Alexander launched massive Phalanx followed by cavalry ( Darius panicked & fled

· Alexander marched to Persia’s wealthiest provinces unchallenged

· Persepolis, Persia’s royal capital, burnt 

· Some say: in revenge of Athen’s burning 150 years ago

· Alexander: expanding over governing

· Followed Darius only to find him dead by provincial govnor’s killin’

· 327 BC: Alex & Army reached Indus Valley

· Hydaspes R: Indian army w/ 200 elephants blocked way

· Morale was low: 11 years & 11,000 miles

· So turn back to Babylon ( 323 BC

· Eleven days later, Alex died (almost 33)

· Wanted empire to go to strongest general

· 3 Gens: Antigonus (Macedonia & Greece), Ptolemy (Egypt & started the Ptolemic Dynasty), Seleucus (Persia ( Seleucid empire)

· didn’t do the democracy thing

· Alex adopted Persia culture

· New culture emerged from bled of Greek, Egyptian, & Eastern customs

V. Spread of Hellenistic Culture

· culture: mostly Greek w/ regional nuances (<12 cities named Alexandria)

· Hellenistic culture – blend of Greek, Egyptian, Persian, and India

· Koine – language spoken in Hellenistic cities like Alexandria

· Africa’s Alexandria was a great city:

· Strategic site on W. Nile, good commerce, 3rd Cent BC (1/2 million ppl)

· Very mixed w/ diversity

· Beautiful: Broad avenues w/ Greek god’s statues, palaces, tomb w/ glass coffins, Pharos (400 feet lighthouse), Musuems (temple dedicated to Muses w/ zoo, gardens, & dining hall), Library (1/2 million papyrus scrolls)

· Shifted away from Athens and kept culture in Alexandria

· Until 16th & 17th century: Alexandria had most scientific knowledge in the W.

· Museums had small observatory for Astronomers

· Aristarchus of Samos: 

· sun 300 times larger than earth (disproved than Sun was smaller than Greece)

· earth revolved around sun ( nobody believe

· Ptolemy place dearth @ center & Astronomers accepted

· Eratosthenes closely calculated earth’s true size 

· Director of Alexandrian Library

· 1 percent off

· Euclid: Mathematician opened a school of geometry

· Elements, book presenting geometric propositians & proofs

· Said only the Bible has been more widely used/studied

· Archimedes of Syracuse – studied @ Alexandria

· Established value o pi showed that value is between 3-10/71 and 3-1/7

· Explained laws of lever

· Hellenistic: force pump, pneumatic machines, steam engine, Archicmedes screw (misile throwing using the buoyancy of water)

· Third Cent BC: Stoicism & Epicureanism

· Zeno: founded stocism: divine power control universe

· Desires, power, wealth, 

· Promoted social unity

· Epicurus ( Epicureanism

· Universe composed of atoms & ruled by gods w/ no interest in human

· Greatest good & pleasure ( virtuous conduct & absence o pain

· Achieve harmony of body & mind

· Colossus of Rhodes – bronze statue over 100 feet high

· Hellenistic statues are pretty ( new subject: ordinary ppl

· 150 BC Hellenistic in decline & Rome was growing
