III. Democracy and Greece’s Golden Age

·  480 – 430 BC: Athens experienced a growth in intellect & art

· Pericles – 461 – 429 BC ( dominated Athens “Age of Pericles”

1. strengthen democracy

· increased # o people: paid salary. Now even the poor could serve

· Direct democracy – gov’t through a representative

2. strengthen empire

· Used money from the Delian League’s treasury to build 200-ship navy: strongest in the Med.

3. glorify Athen

· used DL’s money without approval

· 15 years: artisans: gold, ivory and marble ( the Parthenon

· honor Athena

· Phidias: creator of statues: serenity in faces

· Classical art – values of order, balance, and proportion 

· Theatre: expression & tribute to gods

· Tragedy – hero who fell because of a flaw esp. pride

· Aeschylus (The Oresteia), Sophocles, Erupides (Medea)

· Comedy – esp. satires

· Athenians could listen to criticism of themselves ( freedom & openness o public discussion

· Peloponnesian War – Sparta vs. Athens 431 BC

· Sparta ( Land and Athens ( Sea

· Sparta marched into Athenian territory: Pericles call ppl into the city walls

· 2nd year: 1/3 to 2/3 of pop. Including Pericles, killed in a plague

· 415 BC: 27,000 soldiers on ship sent to destroy Syracuse (Sparta’s wealthiest allies) were crushed 413 BC

· 404 BC: Athens & its allies surrendered

· after 27 years o war; Athens lost confidence, leaders were bad

· philosophers – 1. the universe is put together in an orderly way. 2. people can understand these laws through logic & reson

· Sophist – questioned people’s belief about justice and other traditional values

· Socrates – (Sophist) encouraged people to question themselves more

· Condemned to death for poisoning Athen’s youth

· Plato – 28 years old when teacher (Socrates) died. 

· Wrote The Republic: farmers/artisans, warriors, and ruling philosopher class

· Aristotle – basis of scientific method pupil of Plato

· Alexander, son o King Philip o Macedonia (Aristotle’s pupil) 

