UNIT TWO – THE DIRECTIONS IN GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY



2000 BC – 700 AD

Chapter Five – Classical Greece



2000 BC – 300 BC
I. Cultures of the Mountains and the Sea

· Greece not one country
· Minoans on Crete, European from Black Sea and Anatolia, Indo-Europeans finally settled.
· 1,400 Islands: Aegean * Ionian

· Greeks rarely traveled more than 85 miles into the continent
· No natural resources ( sea was very important

· Mountains ( difficult to unite

· 60 miles: 7 days

· 20% arable

· had to move

· good climate ( outdoor stuff

· 1600 BC – 1200 BC: military Mycenaean kings 

· built great walls

· Wealthy ( ; Peasants (
· Mycenaeans conquered Minoans ( trade by sea

· After Troyjan War, Mycenaean collapsed

· Dorians – moved here ( less advanced (1150 – 750 BC)

· Didn’t adopt writing, little is known

· Know: Homer & myths

II. Warring City-States

· 750 BC: rise of city-states

· polis – city-state

· acropolis – fortified hilltop where male citizens gather for laws

· monarchy, aristocracy, oligarchy – ruled by few powerful people

· looked down on all non-Greeks

· hoplites – foot soldiers

· phalanx – where hoplites stood side by side spear & shield

· Iron: more accessible to common ppl

· Sparta was located on Peloponnessu: military state

· Conquered Messenia who became helots – peasants forced to stay on land they worked on

· Spartans demanded half of Messnian’s crops

· 600 BC: (8:1) Messenians revolted, Sparta put down revolt, declared

· two group: free adult male elected to vote on issues, Council of Elders to propose laws

· Ephors – 5 elected official who carries out the laws

· Social structure: 1. citizens descended from original inhabitants 2. free non-citizens 3. helots 4. slaves

· Valued war over art

· Rigorous training

· Girls no vote, but they did atheletic stuff

· Sparta above family

· Athenians tried democracy – rule by ppl

· Only free adult males

· Slaves 1/3 of pop

· Women were shafted

· 621 BC – Draco (lawmaker) wrote first legal code: contracts & property

· had unfair stuff

· 594 BC: to prevent civil war, trusted statesman Solon to head gov’t

· outlawed debt slavery

· any citizen could bring charges against wrongdoers

· overseas trade: grapes * olives

· neglected land reforms ( wealthy vs. poor

· 546 BC: Pisistratus: military: first tyrant of Althens: did stuff for peasants

· 508 BC: Cleisthenes: Council of Five Hundred: randomly chosen

· 1/5 of ppl were citizens

· 520 BC: Persian Wars: 

· 490 BC: 25,000 Persians vs. 10,000 Athenians in phalanxes

· 6,400 P – C vs. 192 Athenian casualty

· Legend: Pheidippides: race back to tell Athenians the good news: got there and died

· Xerxes: Darius’s son tried to crush Greece

· 7,000 Greek (300 Spartan) blocked Xerxes’ way

· traitor told Xerxes of a way to the cliff

· Spartan blocked the way ( sacrifice sparked the Greeks

· Something about chanels being too thin, 1/3 persian ships sank

· Spartans defeated rest of Persian in 479 BC at palin of Plataea

· Newfound confidence & freedom: created Delian League – w/ Athens as leader. They drove Persians out

