Chapter Four – First Age of Empires



1570 BC – 200 BC
III.
 Persia Unites Many Lands

· Persian: tolerance & diplomacy
· 1000 BC: Indo-European ( e. of Fertile Crescent
· many minerals ( wealth
· Medes & others joined forces & overthrew Assyrian in 612 BC
· 550 BC : Cyrus – king began conquering neighboring kingdoms
· Indus R. to Anatolia: 2000 thousand miles
· Kind when conquered: honored local customs: kneel at temples to pray

· 539 BC: Babylon submitted peacefully: Cyrus offered prayer to the chief god

· Allowed Jews, deported in 538 BC, to return to Jerusalem

· Cyrus lost life in battle fighting invaders on East. : 530 BC

· Cambyses – son of Cyrus, conquered Egypt

· Desecrated Egyptian culture, 

· Ruled for eight years, Persia control was fragile

· Darius – member of King’s bodyguard: Ten Thousand Immortals. 522 – 521 BC seized control

· Next 3 years putting down revolts

· Established a efficient & well-organized administration

· Now empire, extended over 2,500 miles E to W:

· Only failure: no Greece

· Divided into 20 provinces: by ethnic, language, etc. 

· Each had their own customs

· satrap – governor who ruled locally

· “King’s Eyes and Ears” inspected the governors

· good road system

· standard $ system

· borrowed idea (manufacturing coins) from Lydians

· Royal Road – 1,677 Miles

· Zoroaster – Persian prophet & religious reformer (600 BC)

· God of truth and light leads army (Ahura Mazda)

· God of evil and darkness leads another (Ahriman)

· Avesta – collection of writings became holy of Zoroastrian religion

· Spread to India ( Parsi sect

· Influenced Manicheanism

· Cult o Mithra (Zoroastrian god) influenced military Romans

IV. 
An Empire Unifies China

· Zhou Dynasty: set up local rulers

· Local rulers thought themselves too powerful ( downfall

· values of social order, harmony, respect for authority gone

· Confucius – born 551 BC: society organized around 5 basic relationships

· Ruler & subject, father & son, husband & wife, brothers, friends

· Filial piety – respect for parents/elders

· Confucius was appointed Minister of Justice by duke of Lu ( crime vanished

· Students later made a book, Mencius (disciple) also spread ideas

· “Education ( gentlemen”

· Gentlemen: courteous private conduct, punctilious (precise) servant, provided needs would go the extra mile, just

· bureaucracy – trained civil service/those who run the gov’t

· Laozi – 6th Cent BC. 

· Dao De Ching – book expressing his beliefs

· everything in nature except humans follow “the way”

· humans argue too much

· Daoists made scientific advances

· Legalist – believed highly efficient and powerful gov’t ( order

· Founders: Hanfeizi, Li Si

· Believed ruler should give rewards for dutiful ppl

· Disobiendiance: harsh punishment

· Burn all writing that might make uprisings

· Legalist stressed punishment, they got their way after the Zhou Dyn.

· I Ching – (Yi Jing) book o oracles

· Threw coins then interpreted the results

· yin yang – yang: masculine, yin: feminine, 

· Pain when unbalanced

· Qin Dynasty – 13 yr old came to throne in third cent BC: Legalist ideas

· After ruling for 20 yrs (221 BC), he took the name Shi Huandi 

· Halted internal battles & defeating invaders

· Commanded all noble families live in the capital

· Burned books & killed scholars

· Autocray – gov’t which ruler has unlimited power

· high way of 4,000 miles

· uniform standards

· Great Wall o China: 1,400 miles

· After his son took the throne: peasants rebelled in 3 years

· 202 BC, Han Dynasty

