Chapter Four – First Age of Empires



1570 BC – 200 BC
I. Empires of Egyst and Nubia Collide

· Nubia is 600 miles south of Thebes
· After Middle Kingdom – Egpyt descended into violence
· Hyksos – nomads who took over Egypt when its state was bad
· 1640 – 1570 BC 
· Had chariots, Egypt doesn’t
· 1600 BC – series of warlike rulers began to restore Egypt’s power

· Queen Ahhotep – took over when husband died in battle
· Kamose – next pharaoh won a great victory
· His successor made Hyksos go into Palestine
· New Kingdom – after Hyksos – 1570 – 1075 BC

· 18th Dynasty: 1570 – 1365 BC: set up army: added a blue crown (for war)
· 1472 BC – Hatshepsut – declared herself pharaoh 
· stepson was too young to rule
· spent her time w/ trade rather than war
· Thutmose III – the stepson was very warlike

· Might of killed stepmom
· Until death in 1425 BC, victories against Palestine, Syria, pushed into Nubia
· When Egyptian vs. Hittites (in Asia Minor) around 1285 BC, Ramses II & the Hittites King made a “brotherhood peace” treaty \

· lasted for the rest of century

· Ramses II
· 1290 – 1224 BC
· lived till 99 years: 150 kids
· ordered a lot of buildings
· 1200 BC – other civilizations rose to challenge: entire e. Med. Suffered invasions

· invasions made by “people of the sea” 
· Libyans raided Egyptian villages
· 950 – 730 BC – Libyan Pharaohs ruled Egypt and erected cities. Embrace Egyptian culture

· Same w. Nubia
· 2000 BC – 1000 BC : Egyptians dominated the Kush kingdom, but then Kush established its own Kushite dynasty in Egypt
· Nile was good trade route for Nubia

· Kerma – Nubia’s first kingdom

· Prospered during the Hyksos period

· Kush – next kingdom

· Princes learned Egyptian culture

· Kushite “guardian of Egyptian value”

· Better monuments than Egypt

· Outlasted Libyan

· 751: Kushite king named Piankhi – overthrew Libyan dynasty (200 years) and united entire Nile Valley ( 25th dynasty

· 671 BC: Assyrian drove Kushites south 

· Meroe – where Kushite were driven

· Major center for goods 

· Pharoahs made by agreement of leaders/nobles

· 250 – 150 BC – Meroe began to decline

· Aksum – 400 miles SE of Meroe ( won victory over in 350 AD

II. Assyria Dominated the Fertile Crescent

· 850 BC – Assyria had great power

· strong army – may happened because their old home was defenseless

· good weapons and protection

· good strategies

· good building strategies

· dug under foundation to weaken

· captives treated brutally: bounty for severed heads

· sent to exile to prevent rebellion

· 850 – 650 BC – Assyria defeated Syria, Palestine, Babylonia, Fertile Crescent

· offered protection with tax, if don’t pay: sent to exile

· Ninevah – capital of Assyria: famous as largest city of its day


· Brutal military campaigns and lion hunt

· Largest libraray: 25,000 clay tablets

· 612 BC – enemies: Medes, Chaldeans, and others destroyed Ninevah just like Assyria destroyed others

· Chaldeans made Babylon their capital

· Nebuchadnezzar – Chaldean king that restored Babylon

· Famous for hanging gardens

· “I am Neb. King of Babylon” engraved in bricks

· walls were so thick that four-horse chariots could wheel around on them

· seven tiered ziggurat: 300 feet

· kept track of stars

· After Nebuchadnezzar died, Persia came.

