Chapter Two – Early River Valley Civilizations



3500 BC – 450 BC

· irrigation

· power shift from priests ( kings

· bronze, wheel, sail, plow, writing, math

I. City-States in Mesopotamia

· Fertile Crescent – curved shape of fertile soil in Southwest Asia

· Tigris & Euphrates rivers ( between them is Mesopotamia
· Settled ~ 4500 BC, ~ 3500 BC: Sumerian



· Silt – mud after flood that’s fertile

· Flooding (beginning of summer), then hot sun dries the mud

· Built irrigation ditches

· No defense, only clusters of huts

· Built city walls with mud bricks

· Natural resources were limited.  

· Traded w/ mountains & desert ppl

· Stone, wood, metal

· To do all this, leaders and law were formed

· 3000 BC: Sumerian had many cities, each w/ its own culture

· City-state – cities that are pretty much independent

· Uruk, Kish, Lagash, Umma, Ur

· Zuggarat: Irrigation, temple, tax place

· War between cities grew frequent ( Military leaders gained control

· Passed control onto their sons

· Dynasty – series of ruler from a single family

· 3000 BC ~ 2500 BC : had dynasties

· ideas spread, by 2500 BC, new cities were all over the FC

· cultural diffusion – process of spreading culture & ideas

· they were polytheism
· Enlil: god of clouds & air was one of the most powerful

· Wicked Udugs: disease, misofortune was lowest

· They had ~ 3000 gods

· “land of no return” ( where one go after death

· please gods by builting temples and sacrificing 

· Heirarchy of Sumer: priest & kings, wealth merchants, farmers, slaves

· Women could go sell stuff, some priests, but not many scribes

· Sumerians invented wheel, sail, and plow, cuneiform ( writing

· Developed number system based on 60 (minutes, degrees)

· ~ 2350 BC, Sargon of Akkad (north of Summer) defeated city-states of Sumer ( world’s first empire

· estending from Mediterranean to Iran in the east

· lasted 200 years (internal fighting, invasions, famine)

· Akkadians were Semetic- spoke language related to Arabic and Hebrew
· Empire – brintgs together several peoples, nation

· ~ 2000 BC, nomadic warriors, Amorites (Semitic) took over

· Capital in Babylon

· Hammurabi – king of Babylon from 1792 BC to 1750 BC ( Peak of Bab.

· Put together a code of law

· 282 specific laws

· different for poor, rich, women, men

· eye for eye, tooth for tooth

· Babylon fell to nomadic warriors

· Later Assyrians, Phoenicians, Hebrews took over

II. Pyramids on the Nile

· Nile flows northward for over 4,100 miles

· Fertile soil (Black Land) to desert (Red Land) was abrupt

· July: Flood because ice would melt

· Flood, plant, harvest, repeat

· Egypt: gift of the Nile

· Lower part of Egypt (750 miles): Most of history occur here, ( north

· Ended by cataracts

· First Cataract – place where river boats could not pass

· Nile delta begins 100 miles from sea

· Nile was good transformation system

· If flood was just a few feet more or less, results were dire

· Thin strip allowed them protection, seclusion, less war

· 3200 BC Egyptians came in contact w/ Mesopotamia

· 2000 BC Egyptian traders barge w. Nubia & Kush

· Gold, ivory, cattle, granite

· Egyptians may borrowed early development & writing from Meso.

· Egypt was blend of cultures, ethnic, & racial diversity

· Egypt farmed as far back as 5000 BC

· 3200 BC – Lower & Upper ( separation

· Lower – red crown

· Upper – white bowling pin

· Menes – 3100 BC, King of Upper Egypt united all of Egypt

· Double crown

· Est. first Egyptian Dynasty

· Egypt: 31 Dynasties, 2600 years

· 3rd Dynasty: Old Kingdom: 2600 – 2180 BC

· set patterns

· pyramids

· kings were gods

· Theocracy – ruler is divine figure

· Pharaohs

· ka – eternal spirit

· tombs were built so kings could reign forever after death ( pyramids

· no wheels

· granite, limestone

· Giza: 2.5 – 15 tons/block, 2 mill blocks, 481 feet, 13 acres

· Ra & Isis ( major god & goddess

· ~ 2000 gods & goddesses

· believed one’s heart would be weighed after death

· mummification – preserving corpse

· Book of the Dead – books w/ stuff help soul in afterlife

· Heirarchy: 1. Royalty 2. wealthy landowners, gov’t officials, priest, army commanders, 3. merchants, artisans 4. peasant & unskilled laborers

· Ppl could get up by marriage

· Highest positions has to read or write

· Women had good standing

· Hieroglyphics – characters ( phonetic

· First to use stone columns

· Had accurate calendar ( fell short by only six hours

· 12 months of 30 days, w/ 5 days for holiday 

· had scientific medicine

· 2180 BC – end of Old Kingdom

· weakness & turmoil

· 2080 – 1640 BC – Middle Kingdom

· Irrigation, created farmland by draining swamps 

· 1640 BC – Asian nomads (across Suez) came w/ horse drawn chariots ( Hyksos
· 1640 – 1570 BC

· 70 year: Second Intermediate Period

