I. Muslim

Political

· Huge empire in 600 - 700s

· Because of Islam, left unified Arabian Peninsula

· Doesn’t separate religion from crime

· Shari’a – body o law 

· Abu-Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali: Qur’an following caliphs

· Umar took land

· Uthman & Ali: West. Expansion

Economical

· Crossroad: Africa, Europe, Asia

· Moved to Damascus: trade easier

· Silk Roads connect

· Single language & currency

· Bank credits

Religious

· Muhammad: little schooling, married @ 25

· Islam: submission to the will of Allah

· Muslim: one who has submitted

· Hijrah – 622: Mecca to Yathrid “Medina”

· From Medina destroyed Mecca

· Destroyed idols of Ka’aba

· Meccas joined by pledging loyalty to Muhammad

· Left unified Arabian Peninsula

· 5 pillars

· no port, alcohol, central religious authority

· Ulama – scholar class

· Non-muslim ceremony => fundamentalist

Social

· Tolerance to Christian & Jew

· Women had rights

· Allowed divorces

· Astronomy, math (Alg.), Optics, Al-Razi (doctor) ( house o Wisdom

· Calligraphy ( no art o living beings

Artistic

· Cloth o Damascus

· Mosques: Archetect

II. Byzantrine

Political

· Belisarius 

· Recover N. Africa from vandals

· Put down Hippodrom rebellion

· Brutal politics

· Justinian Code (400 years o legal stuff)

Economical

· Important trade center

Religious

· E. O. Church

· Hagia Sophia

· Schism (Pope & Patriarch excommunicated each other)

· Converted Slavs => gave them Cyrillic Alphabet

Social

· valued education

· Bubonic Plague & Attacks

· 8 – 12 years

Artist

· Hagia Sophia

· Hippodrome

· Walls

III. Tang/Song

Political

· Tang Taizong & Wu Zhao => expansion

· Revival o Exams: Middle class share some power

· Bereaucracy

· After Tang: warlords

· Song: Most populous & most advancec

Economical

· Sea travel: most advanced (Song)

· Foreign trade & Ag. improvement

· Taxes & Famine => weakening

· Math, astronomy, many inventions

Religious

· Confucious: ( Women, ( relationship

Social

· Smallpox 

· Song: Pop up to 100 million

Artist

· Music

· Poetry: Li Bo & Du Fu

Painting: Black primary

IV. Mongols

Political

· Clans

· Invade Jin & 1221: C. Asia controlled: Largest unified land

· Good army structure

· Cruelty as weapon

· Mongol divide into 4 khanates: Ruled by descent o Geng.

· Yuan Dynasty: Kublai Khan

· Captial: Beijing

· Marco Polo (1275 – 1292)

· Over taxation => downfall

Economical

· 1200s-1300s: trade prospered

· KK: rebuilt grand canal

· Encouraged trade & made roads safer

· After KK: rebellion, flood, disease, famine, 

Religious

· Kublai Khan: tolerated culture

Social

· Nomads followed seasonal patter

· Tough, Clans

· Adopted culture o conquered areas

Artistic

· Pottery tell life, no written lang.

