AP U.S. History —
DBQ Scoring Standards 

Students who received top scores did the following: 

· Developed both questions: "What led to?" (cause) and "In what ways?" (how). 

· Made analytical and thematic use of most documents, offering at least two or three examples of tension. 

· Brought in significant outside information for either or both questions. 

· Made only minor errors that did not detract from the overall knowledgeability of the essay. 

Students who received good scores did the following: 

· Addressed both questions generally or one question in more depth. 

· Used documents in support of answer. 

· Brought in some outside information in support of answer. 

· May have had errors that did not detract from the overall essay. 

Students who received lower scores did the following: 

· Dealt with either or both questions in a superficial way. 

· Restated the documents with little interpretation, or demonstrated minimal use of documents. 

· Provided little outside information. 

· Offered no analysis. 

· May have had major errors. 

Students who received the lowest scores did the following: 

· Provided an incompetent, inappropriate response. 

· May have simply paraphrased or restated the question. 

· Showed little understanding of the question. 

