PRIVATE
Taft (Rep) (1908-1912)
1909: NAACP is founded. 
Taft begins implementation of Dollar Diplomacy (Haiti, Nicaragua) 
Payne-Aldrich Tariff – lowered tariffs 
Ballinger - Pinchot Controversy – Ballinger, Sec. of Interior, dismissed – charged 
with not following nation;s conservation policy 
1911: Standard Oil Co. vs. US – court determines what’s a reasonable trust – Standard Oil 
Co. broken up

PRIVATE
Wilson (Dem) (1912-1920)
1913: The Sixteenth Amendment – authorized income taxes 
The Seventeenth Amendment – direct popular election of Senate 
Underwood Tariff – lowered duties 
Federal Reserve Act – created federal reserve system 
1914: The Federal Trade Commission is established. 
The Clayton Antitrust Act – amendment to Sherman Anti-Trust Act – strengthed 
anti-monopolistic reform 
Federal Trade Bill. 
United States invades Veracruz in Mexico – US soldiers arrested 
1915: The USS Lusitania is sunk by a German submarine troops sent to Haiti 
1916: Adamson Act – allowed government to take over RR - administered by McAdoo 
troops sent to Dominican Republic 
War Industries Board – coordinate production and mobilize – headed by Beruch 
Food Administration – headed by Hoover 
- Leiver Act – set prices for agricultural products 
Fuel Administration – headed by Garfield – control fuel prices 
1917: US enters WWI 
Great Migration – blacks move from South to North – causes race riots – Harlem 
Renaissance – Garvey back to Africa movement 
Creel Committee: Public Info. – spread propaganda – formed Liberty Leagues 



PRIVATE
For War
Submarine warfare 
Destroying trade 
Violating rights 
Espionage and sabotage 
Zimmerman Note 
Keep balance of power 
Make world safe for democracy
Against War
“He Kept Us Out of War” 
Only benefit the wealthy 
British violated our rights too 
Germany tried to avoid Lousitania 
Propaganda


1918: National War Labor Board – Under Taft – prevented strikes 
Armistice Day 
Treaty of Versailles – Germany accepts full blame, demilitarize Rhineland, 
Germany looses all colonies 
1918: Wilson's Fourteen Points. 



PRIVATE
Important Points
Open covenants Freedom of seas and trade 
Disarmament Rebuilding of Belgium 
Formation of Poland *League of Nations



PRIVATE
Historiography
Kennan – Wilson an impractical idealist 
Trask – Wilson had realistic war goals that coordinated with larger diplomatic aims



Espionage and Sedition Act.- suppress criticism, can’t interfere with draft 
1919: The Palmer Raids. 
Shenck vs. US – “clear and present danger” – open opposition to war will undermine war effort 
Abrahms vs.US – upheld Sedition Act 
American Protective League – pro-war activists, prosecuted and censored 
Senate rejects Versailles Treaty and League of Nations 
- Ireconcilables – Borah – disagree with Article X = involvement in foreign affairs 
- Reservationist – Lodge – accept treaty if Article X is clarified 
– only Congress can commit troops 
Eighteenth Amendment is ratified prohibiting alcoholic beverages. 
Race riots - Chicago 
Volstead Act – enforced 18th Amendment 
1920: Nineteenth Amendment grants Womens Sufferage. 
Women vote 1st time 
KDKA – 1st radio station 
Sinclair Lewis writes Main Street 
First Commercial radio broadcast. 



Previous (Grant - Cleveland) 

PRIVATE
Harding (Rep) (1920-1923)
1921: Margaret Sanger founds the American Birth Control League. 
Revenue Act – decreases taxes 
Washington Disarmament Conference – limit naval arms 
Post War Depression 
Immigration Act – restricts immigration 
1922: Sinclair Lewis writes Babbit 
Fordney McCumber Tariff – high increase in duties 
1923: Teapot Dome Scandal – Sec. of Interior Fall sells oil reserves to private industry 
Harding dies - Coolidge becomes President

PRIVATE
Coolidge (Rep) (1923-1928)
1924: McNary – Haugen Bill – vetoed – help farmers by buying surplus 
Dawes Plan – helped Germany with reparation – provided loan 
Peak of KKK 
Coolidge elected as President 
1925: The Scopes "Monkey" Trial. 
Great Gatsby by Fitzgerald 
The New Negro by Locke 
1926: Weary Blues by Hughes 
1927: Charles Lindbergh flies from New York to Paris solo. 
Immigration Law 
Sacoo and Vanzitte executed 
“The Jazz Singer” – 1st talkie

PRIVATE
Hoover (Rep) (1928-1932)
1929: Kellog – Briand Pact: Peace alliance 
The Great Stock Market crash 

PRIVATE
Causes of Crash 
Durable goods Profits increase; wages stay same 
Easy credit Federal Reserve does nothing 
Overproduction Speculation and margin buying 
Debt

Agricultural Market Act – establish Federal Farm Board – assistance to farmers 
Tax Cut 
Young Plan – reduced reparation payments, no longer involved in German economy 
1930: The Smoot-Hawley Tariff – high protective tariff 
London Naval Treaty – decrease number of ships 
1931: Japan invades Manchuria 
1932: Stimpson Doctrine 
Federal Home Loan Bank Act – assist with morgages 
Public Works Project 
The Reconstruction Finance Corporation – part of trickle down economics – lent money to banks 
Bonus Army – marches on DC to receive veterans bonus – Hoover sends in troops

PRIVATE
Roosevelt (Dem) (1932-1945)
1932:Franklin D. Roosevelt is elected President. 
1933: New Deal begins 
WPA – Works Progress Administration – employed artists, writers, photographers 
CCC – Civilian Conservation Corps 
NIRA- National Industrial Recovery Act – sets up NRA 
– business men make codes for min wages, hr. 
Glass Stegall Banking Act – kept us on gold standard – and created FDIC – against bank runs 
SEC – Securities and Exchange Commission – watched market prices 
AAA – Agricultural Adjustment Association – paid farmers not to overproduce 
TVA – Tennessee Valley Authority – bring electricity – competes with private industry 
CWA – Civil Works Administration 
NYA – National Youth Administration 
HOLC – Home Owners Loan Corp. 
“Good Neighbor” Policy – Repudiated Roosevelt Corollary 
Japan and Germany withdraw from League of Nations 
20th Amendment –Presidential term starts on Jan. 20 
1934: NYE Investigation: determines cause of WWI 
Share the Wealth society founded by Huey Long – called for distribution of wealth 
Indian Reorganization Act - restored tribal ownership of lands, recognized tribal constitutions and 
government, and provided loans for economic development 
1935: Schechter Poultry Corporation vs. US – NRA unconstitutional – put legislative power under 
executive administration 
Wagner Act: set up National Labor Relations Board 
Fair Labor Standard Act – set min. wage and hours 
CIO – Congress of Industrial Organization – labor union for skilled and semi-skilled 
Social Security Acts – provided benefits to old and unemployed 
Revenue Act – 1935 – tax the wealthy 
1st Neutrality Act – stop selling munitions to belligerents – Am. can’t travel on belligerent ships 
1936: Butler vs. US - AAA unconstitutional – put taxes on processing 
2nd London Conference on disarmament 
2nd Neutrality Act – no lending money to belligerent nations 
1937: 3rd Neutrality Act: Cash n’ Carry (pay for it and transport it yourself) – doesn’t apply to 
Latin America and China 
Quarantine Speech – isolate belligerent nations 
Panay Incident- Japanese bomb Am. ship – U.S demands only apologies and reparations 
Japan moves into East China – US does nothing 
1938: End of New Deal Reforms. 



PRIVATE
For New Deal
Regulation of federal institutions 
Benefits to labor 
Help unemployed 
Restored confidance
Anti - New Deal
Socialistic program 
Unconstitutional 
Deficit spending 
Gov’t competes with Private industry 
Monopolistic 
Worthless – creates dependency


1939: John Steinback’s Grapes of Wrath 
1940: Selective Service – peace time draft 
Destroyers for Bases Deal 
Smith Act – finger printing of aliens 
1941: Japanese attack Pearl Harbor 
Lend Lease - lend materials for war 
US enters WWII. 
Relocation Camps for Japanese 
1942: Congress of Racial Equality – prevent segregation and discrimination 
Revenue Act of 1942 - effort to increase tax revenues to cover the cost of WWII 
1943: Office of Price Administration – seals prices, rations food 
Detroit race riots - government does nothing 
Casablanca Conference - FDR and Churchill met in Morocco to settle the 
future strategy of the Allies 
Cairo Conferenec - conference of the Allied leaders to seek Japan's unconditional surrender. 
Tehran Confernce - FDR, Stalin, Churchill to discuss strategy against Germany 
1944: D-Day – July 6, 1944 
Truman desegregates troops 
GI Bill - benefits for veterans – money for education, mortgage – creates middle class 
1945: Yalta Conference - Allies meet to discuss final war plans 
Battle of Bulge – Last German offensive 
Okinawa - deadly military campaign on Pacific island 
US joins the United Nations 
Nationwide strikes due to inflation – OPA disbanded 
A-Bomb dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
Germany and Japan surrender ending World War II 
Roosevelt dies – Truman becomces President



PRIVATE
Truman (Dem) (1945-1952)
1945: Potsdam Conference - Truman, Churchill, and Stalin meet in Germany to set up zones 
1946: Kennan containment – prevent spread of communism 

PRIVATE
Historiography
Kelly – conflict between USSR and US inevitable 
– different values, structure 
Paterson – US more powerful – attempt to dominate 
makes conflict inevitable

Employment Act – goal to have full employment 
Atomic Energy Act – establish Atomic Energy Commission – develop better bombs 
President’s commission on Civil Rights – advocate rights 
Philippines get independence 
Churchill's "Iron Curton" speech in response to Russian aggression. 
1947: The Marshall Plan – economic aid to Europe after WWII 
Taft –Hartley Act – 80 cooling period not to strike – labor leaders must sign Non-Communist oath 
Truman Doctrine – financial commitment to nations fighting Communism 
Federal Employee Loyalty Program – anti-communistic oaths 
National Security Act – created CIA 
Jackie Robinson breaks color barrier 
1948: Election of 1848- Truman defeats Dewey and Thurman(DixiCrat) 
Truman desegregates armed forces 
Berlin Blockade - Berlin Airlift 
OAS – Alliance of North America and South America 
Alger Hiss Case – convicted of purgery 
Nuremberg trials 
1949: NATO formed 
Communist Victory in China 
Russia’s 1st A-Bomb 
Department of Defense created 
West and East Germany created 
Fair Deal: most don’t pass; Housing Act (construction increases); minimum wage increases 
Orwell, Ninteen Eighty-Four 
1950: Korean War begins – enter because of containment 
McCarren Internal Security Act – illegal to contribute to Communism 
McCarthyism – fear of communism wide spread 
National Security Council Memo 68 – beginning of massive defense spending 
1951: 22nd Amendment – President can only serve 2 terms or 10 years 
Denis vs. United States- upheld Smith Act under “clear and present danger clause” 
Catcher in the Rye – Salinger 
US – Japanese Treaty – bases in Japan 
ANZUS – Australia, New Zealand, and US ally 
MacArthur fired by Truman – invades China

Previous (McKinley - Wilson) 

PRIVATE
Eisenhower (Rep) (1952-1960)
1952: Election - Eisenhower (Will end war) vs. Stevenson 
1953: Rosenbergs executed 
Terminate reservations for N.A. 
Armistice in Korea – 38th parallel 
Shah of Iran returns to power in coup – to keep Iran from going Communistic 
Krushchev in control of Russia 
1954: Army – McCarthy hearings – brought down Joseph McCarthy 
Brown vs. Board of Education – overturns Plessy vs. Furguson decision 
SEATO – alliance Turkey, US, Iraq, and Iran 
Fall of Dien Bien Phu – French loose in Vietnam 
Geneva Conference – reduction of nuclear weapons, divide Vietnam along 17th parallel 
– elections in a year 
Mao bombs Taiwan – Eisenhower threatens to send troops in and the A-bomb - brinkmanship 
China bombs Taiwan – Eisenhower sends in troops – China backs off 
1955: Montgomery bus boycott begins – Rosa Parks 
AFL and the CIO merge 
Warsaw Pact: USSR and Eastern European allies unite to counter NATO 
1956: Election of 1956: Eisenhower re-elected: ended Korean “War” and balanced budget 
Suez Crisis – Egyptian President nationalizes canal 
Howl – by Allen Ginsberg – bohemianism – Beat Generation 
Interstate Highway Act - building federal roads; movement into rural area; creation of suburbs 
Hungarian Revolution – rebel against Communism – US doesn’t support 
US puts Diem in power in South Vietnam 
Election 1956: Eisenhower defeats Stevenson again 
1957: Eisenhower Doctrine – extends to Truman Doctrine to Middle East – help fight Commumism 
Domino Theory - if one country fell to Communism, it would undermine another that one would fall, 
producing a domino effect. 
Baby Boom peaks 
Civil Rights Act- create permanent civil rights commission – supervise voting 
Little Rock school desegregation 
Russians launch Sputnik – space race 
1st nuclear power plant 
On the Road – Jack Kerouac 
1958: National Defense Education Act- funding to math, science, and language programs 
NASA formed 
1959: Cuban Revolution –Castro invades 
Labor Reform Act – protect employees 
Alaska and Hawaii admitted as states 
1960: U-2 incident – US spy plane goes down in USSR – convert operation discovered 
Greensboro sit -in 
Civil Rights Act – federal government registers black voters

PRIVATE
Kennedy (Dem) (1960-1963)
1960: Election - Kennedy (Dem) defeats Nixon (Rep) – 1st TV debate 
National Lieration Front – Viet Cong formed 
1961: Bay of Pigs: attempt to overthrow Castro – fails 
Trade Embargo on Cuba 
Alliance for Progress - to build up Third World nations to the point where they could manage 
their own affairs. 
Berlin wall built to stop crossing 
Peace Corps – encouraged US citizens to help third world countries 
Coup regime in Vietnam – Diem assassinated 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) - an Arab majority - oil trade 
- joined together to protect themselves. 
1962: Cuban Missle Crisis – USSR sends missiles to Cuba – US removes missiles from Turkey and 
USSR from Cuba. 
Baker vs. Carr – end of gerrymandering – manipulating voting districts 
Silent Spring Rachel Carson – on pollution 
Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) - condemned anti-Democratic tendencies of large 
corporations, racism and poverty 
1963: Kennedy assassinated by Oswald – Johnson becomes President 
Test Ban Treaty – no testing in atmosphere or ocean – US, USSR, Br 
March on Washington: Martin Luther King Jr. I have a Dream Speech 
The Feminine Mystique , Betty Ferdan

PRIVATE
Johnson (Dem) (1963-1968)
1964: 24th Amendment – outlaws poll tax 
US enters Vietnam War - Tonkin Gulf – 1 bullet fired at US ship causes war: 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution - Johnson can police Vietnam 
War Powers Act – restrained president’s ability to commit troops overseas 
Economic Opportunity Act: Job Core for youth training; Volunteers in Service to America 
(VISTA); Office of Economic Opportunity establish Equal Opportunity Laws 
Civil Rights Act: public accommodations could not be segregated and that nobody could be denied 
access to public accommodation on the basis of race. 
Tax reduction 
Great Society- Platform for LBJ's campaign, it stressed the 5 P's: Peace, Prosperity, anti-Poverty, 
Prudence and Progress. 
1965: Medicare and Medicaid – aid to elderly 
Higher Education Act – Federal Scholarships 
Ralph Nadar's Unsafe at any Speed -criticized poor construction and design of automobiles 
Watts, Detroit race riots - army sent in 
Voting Rights Act - it allowed for supervisors to register Blacks to vote in places where they 
had not been allowed to vote before. 
1966: Department of Housing and Urban Development established 
Department of Transportation created 
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act – promote car safety requirements 
Miranda vs. Arizona –the accused must be read his/her rights 
National Organization for Women (NOW) - advocate equal rights 
1967: 25th Amendment – Allowed VP who becomes Pres. to pick a new VP 
Thurgood Marshall appointed the first Black Supreme Court Justice,

PRIVATE
Nixon (Rep) (1968-1974)
1968: Election of 1968 – RFK shot; Nixon elected 
Nixon's "New Federalism" - returning power to the states 
Vietnamization begins – war extends 
TET – Viet Cong attacks during Vietnamese holiday 
War extended to Laos and Cambodia 
Civil Rights Act - attempted to provide Blacks with equal-opportunity housing. 
1969: Vietnamization begins – slow withdrawal of troops from Vietnam 
Nixon Doctrine – reducing number of troops abroad by helping nations economically and militarily 
Armstrong walks on the moon 
Warren E. Burger appointed - a conservative to fill Earl Warren's liberal spot. 
U.S. bombed North Vietnamese positions in Cambodia and Laos. Technically illegal because 
Cambodia and Laos were neutral 
1970: Kent State – Protest war – troops sent in – 4 die 
1971: Reed vs. Reed – outlawed sexual discrimination 
Desegregation – kids bused into black/white schools 
New Economic Policy: wage and price controls to curb inflation 
26th Amendment - lowered voting age to 18 
Committee for the Reelection of the President (CREEP) - to help Nixon get reelected. Involved in 
illegal activities 
1972: Election of 1972: Nixon re-elected defeating McGovern in largest landslide victory 
Nixon visits Red China and Russia: eases tensions 
SALT1: Nuclear arms limitation agreement with Russia 
Watergate Scandal begins: burglarizing and wiretapping the national headquarters of the 
Democratic Party - investigation headed by Baker 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) - proposed the 27th Amendment, calling for equal 
rights for both sexes 
1973: VP Agnue resigns: Ford replaces him 
Treaty of Paris: Ends Vietnam – troops withdrawn – Vietnam temp. divided again 
Gideon vs. Wainwright - court decided that state and local courts must provide counsel for 
defendants in felony cases 
Roe vs. Wade - restricting abortion is unconstitutional. 
1974: Nixon resigns

PRIVATE
Ford (Rep) (1974-1976)
1974: Ford pardons Nixon 
Vietnam becomes Communistic 
Khmer roge – ruthless regime established in Cambodia 
1975: US ship Mayaquez attacked by Cambodia - crew rescued 
South Vietnam becomes Communist

PRIVATE
Carter (Dem) (1976-1980)
1976: Election of 1975: Carter (human rights advocate) defeats Ford 
1977: US gives up rights to Panama Canal in 1999 
1978: China and US agree to establish diplomatic relations 
1979: Create Department of Energy and Department of Education 
Fuel shortage 
Camp David Accords: Peace between Israel and Egypt 
Shah expelled from Iran: American embassy taken hostage: Carter’s rescue mission fails 
Three Mile Island - power plant failure emits radiation in Pennsylvania 
SALT II - Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty with Russia - removed after Russia attacked Afghanistan

PRIVATE
Reagan (Rep) (1980-1988)
1980: Election of 1980: Reagan wins with his “Reaganomics” program of reducing taxes and spending 
- "supply-side" and "trickle-down" economics 
Iran hostages released 
Olympic Boycott - The U.S. withdrew from the competition held in Moscow to protest the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan 
1981: Air Traffic Controllers Stike 
Assassination attempt on Reagan 
Economic Recovery Tax Bill: 
Sandra Day O'Connor becomes first woman Supreme Court justice 
1983: Military invasion of Grenada (Caribbean island) to stop Communism 
American peacekeeping force in Lebanon attacked by terrorists - 241 dead 
1984: Taxes increase 
1986: US bombs terrorist targets in Libya 
1988: Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty) limiting intermediate-range 
nuclear missiles with Russia

