PRIVATE
Cleveland (Dem) (1884-1888)
1884: Election - Cleveland (Dem) defeats Blaine (Rep) 
1886: The American Federation of Labor is founded by Gompers – for skilled only 
(no women/ blacks) – dealt only with labor – used strikes 
Interstate Commerce Act – regulate RR and private businesses 
Haymarket Incident – 1886 – peaceful turned violent 
– people think unions are radical 
1887: Interstate Commerce Commission - forbid long haul / short haul practices 
American Protective Association – Anti-Catholic 
Dawes Severalty Act – government break up land individually – break up 
farms - failed

PRIVATE
Harrison (Rep) (1888-1892)
1888: Election - Harrison (Rep) defeats Cleveland (Dem) 
1889: Jane Addams founds Hull House 
Berlin Conference – US, Britain and Germany agree to joint protection of 
Samoa – doesn’t work 
1st Pan American Conference – trade agreement 
Bering Sea Controversy – over seals 
1890: North American Women's Suffrage Association is founded. 
The Sherman Antitrust Act. – “Trusts in restraint of trade are illegal” 
1890-1900: Blacks are deprived of the vote in the South. 
Wounded Knee – Indians revolt to outlawing the sacred ghost dance – Last 
Indian war 
Sherman Silver Purchase Act – gov’t buys silver but doesn’t coin 
– curb inflation 
McKinley Tariff Act – raises tariffs 
1892: The Homestead Strike –at Carnegie Steel – Pinkerton guards and troops put 
down strike 
Miners strike - Idaho 
General Electric Company formed. 
Populist Omaha Platform – 8hr work day, nationalization of RR, inflation, 
coinage of silver, anti-rich capitalist, decrease tariff 

PRIVATE
Historiography (Populist)
Goodwyn – populist are democratic activists - reactionary 
Hicks – populists are rational people reacting to harsh laissez-faire 
Hofstadter – anti-intillectuals fighting for lost cause 
– class vs. class – radical 
Turner – West has been a major impact on American policies since beginning

PRIVATE
Cleveland (Rep) (1892-1896)
1892: Election - Cleveland (Rep) defeats Harrison (Dem) and Weaver (Populist) 
1893: Depression 
Sherman Silver Purchase Act repealed – devalued gold 
1894: The Pullman strike – Pullman Co. controls prices but fires workers 
– American Railway Union strikes 
Coxey’s Army marches on Wash. for unemployment relief 
1895: U.S. vs. E. C. Kight Company. – difference between manufacturing and 
commerce – manufacturing doesn’t fall under anti – Trust Act 
Pollack vs. Farmers’ Loan and Trust Co. -– income tax is unconstitutional 
In reDebs – strikes are a restraint of trade under the Sherman Anti-Trust Act 
Booker T. Washington's Atlanta Compromise Speech – both races must accept 
and help each other – blacks have to earn rights 
1896: Plessy vs. Ferguson – “Separate but Equal”

PRIVATE
McKinley (Rep) (1896-1900)
1897: Dingley Tariff – raises tax on duties 
1898: Spanish American War – because of election year and yellow journalism (Pulitzer 
and Hearst) 
Maine explodes – “Remember the Maine” 
DeLome Letter – criticizes McKinley 
Williams vs. Miss. Upheld literacy test 
Get Hawaii 
Peace of Paris: Gives Cuba Independence and US gets 
Puerto Rico, Philippines, and Guam 
1899: Samoa divided between US and Germany 
Teller Amendment – gave Cuba freedom 
Open Door Notes – Hay – agree to territorial integrity of China 
1900: National Negro Business League founded by Booker T. Washington 
Gold Standard Act – gold standard unit of value 
Progressive Era – cure corruption, anti-monopolies, temperance, help immigrants 
and labor, building codes, public utilities 
Boxer Rebellion – Chinese nationalist rebel – foreign nations unite to put down 
rebellion 

PRIVATE
Historiography
Beards – Imperialism due to economic reason – trade threatened 
Bemis – US land hungry 
Pratt – white man’s burden

PRIVATE
Roosevelt (Rep) (1900 -1908)
1901: US Steel Corporation formed. 
Platt Amendment – gave US a base in Cuba and permission for troops to intervene 
and consent to treaties 
Insular Cases – Constitution does not follow the flag 
1902: Coal Strike 
1903: Department of Commerce and Labor created 
Hay-Herran Treaty – for Panama canal – rejected by Columbia 
Hay – Buena Varilla Treaty – gives US land in Panama 
Elkins Act – dealt with RR rebates – part of “Square Deal” 
1904: Panama Canal Zone acquired. 
The National Child Labor Committee is formed. 
Roosevelt Corollary: addition to Monroe Doctrine – made US a police force 
- Take over Dominican customs duty 
- Arbitrates in Venezuela dispute with Germany 
1905: Industrial Workers of the World is formed. 
1906: Upton Sinclair writes The Jungle – meat packing reform – resulted in Meat 
Inspection Act 
Gentleman’s Agreement – Japanese can return to school – if Japan limits 
immigration 
T. Roosevelt negotiates Treaty of Portsmouth of Russo-Japanese War – receives 
Nobel Peace Prize 
Hepburn Act - strengthened the powers of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
Pure Food and Drug Act - Established Food and Drug Administration 
1907: Drago Doctrine – Invest in Latin America at own risk 
Bank Panic 
1908: Muller vs. Oregon – limited number of hours for women 
Root-Takahira Agreement – Japan will honor Open Door Notes

PRIVATE
Taft (Rep) (1908-1912)
1909: NAACP is founded. 
Taft begins implementation of Dollar Diplomacy (Haiti, Nicaragua) 
Payne-Aldrich Tariff – lowered tariffs 
Ballinger - Pinchot Controversy – Ballinger, Sec. of Interior, dismissed – charged 
with not following nation;s conservation policy 
1911: Standard Oil Co. vs. US – court determines what’s a reasonable trust – Standard Oil 
Co. broken up

PRIVATE
Wilson (Dem) (1912-1920)
1913: The Sixteenth Amendment – authorized income taxes 
The Seventeenth Amendment – direct popular election of Senate 
Underwood Tariff – lowered duties 
Federal Reserve Act – created federal reserve system 
1914: The Federal Trade Commission is established. 
The Clayton Antitrust Act – amendment to Sherman Anti-Trust Act – strengthed 
anti-monopolistic reform 
Federal Trade Bill. 
United States invades Veracruz in Mexico – US soldiers arrested 
1915: The USS Lusitania is sunk by a German submarine troops sent to Haiti 
1916: Adamson Act – allowed government to take over RR - administered by McAdoo 
troops sent to Dominican Republic 
War Industries Board – coordinate production and mobilize – headed by Beruch 
Food Administration – headed by Hoover 
- Leiver Act – set prices for agricultural products 
Fuel Administration – headed by Garfield – control fuel prices 
1917: US enters WWI 
Great Migration – blacks move from South to North – causes race riots – Harlem 
Renaissance – Garvey back to Africa movement 
Creel Committee: Public Info. – spread propaganda – formed Liberty Leagues 



PRIVATE
For War
Submarine warfare 
Destroying trade 
Violating rights 
Espionage and sabotage 
Zimmerman Note 
Keep balance of power 
Make world safe for democracy
Against War
“He Kept Us Out of War” 
Only benefit the wealthy 
British violated our rights too 
Germany tried to avoid Lousitania 
Propaganda



1918: National War Labor Board – Under Taft – prevented strikes 
Armistice Day 
Treaty of Versailles – Germany accepts full blame, demilitarize Rhineland, 
Germany looses all colonies 
1918: Wilson's Fourteen Points. 



PRIVATE
Important Points
Open covenants Freedom of seas and trade 
Disarmament Rebuilding of Belgium 
Formation of Poland *League of Nations



PRIVATE
Historiography
Kennan – Wilson an impractical idealist 
Trask – Wilson had realistic war goals that coordinated with larger diplomatic aims



Espionage and Sedition Act.- suppress criticism, can’t interfere with draft 
1919: The Palmer Raids. 
Shenck vs. US – “clear and present danger” – open opposition to war will undermine war effort 
Abrahms vs.US – upheld Sedition Act 
American Protective League – pro-war activists, prosecuted and censored 
Senate rejects Versailles Treaty and League of Nations 
- Ireconcilables – Borah – disagree with Article X = involvement in foreign affairs 
- Reservationist – Lodge – accept treaty if Article X is clarified 
– only Congress can commit troops 
Eighteenth Amendment is ratified prohibiting alcoholic beverages. 
Race riots - Chicago 
Volstead Act – enforced 18th Amendment 
1920: Nineteenth Amendment grants Womens Sufferage. 
Women vote 1st time 
KDKA – 1st radio station 
Sinclair Lewis writes Main Street 
First Commercial radio broadcast. 



