PRIVATE
Taft (Rep) (1908-1912)
1909: NAACP is founded. 
Taft begins implementation of Dollar Diplomacy (Haiti, Nicaragua) 
Payne-Aldrich Tariff – lowered tariffs 
Ballinger - Pinchot Controversy – Ballinger, Sec. of Interior, dismissed – charged 
with not following nation;s conservation policy 
1911: Standard Oil Co. vs. US – court determines what’s a reasonable trust – Standard Oil 
Co. broken up

PRIVATE
Wilson (Dem) (1912-1920)
1913: The Sixteenth Amendment – authorized income taxes 
The Seventeenth Amendment – direct popular election of Senate 
Underwood Tariff – lowered duties 
Federal Reserve Act – created federal reserve system 
1914: The Federal Trade Commission is established. 
The Clayton Antitrust Act – amendment to Sherman Anti-Trust Act – strengthed 
anti-monopolistic reform 
Federal Trade Bill. 
United States invades Veracruz in Mexico – US soldiers arrested 
1915: The USS Lusitania is sunk by a German submarine troops sent to Haiti 
1916: Adamson Act – allowed government to take over RR - administered by McAdoo 
troops sent to Dominican Republic 
War Industries Board – coordinate production and mobilize – headed by Beruch 
Food Administration – headed by Hoover 
- Leiver Act – set prices for agricultural products 
Fuel Administration – headed by Garfield – control fuel prices 
1917: US enters WWI 
Great Migration – blacks move from South to North – causes race riots – Harlem 
Renaissance – Garvey back to Africa movement 
Creel Committee: Public Info. – spread propaganda – formed Liberty Leagues 



PRIVATE
For War
Submarine warfare 
Destroying trade 
Violating rights 
Espionage and sabotage 
Zimmerman Note 
Keep balance of power 
Make world safe for democracy
Against War
“He Kept Us Out of War” 
Only benefit the wealthy 
British violated our rights too 
Germany tried to avoid Lousitania 
Propaganda



1918: National War Labor Board – Under Taft – prevented strikes 
Armistice Day 
Treaty of Versailles – Germany accepts full blame, demilitarize Rhineland, 
Germany looses all colonies 
1918: Wilson's Fourteen Points. 



PRIVATE
Important Points
Open covenants Freedom of seas and trade 
Disarmament Rebuilding of Belgium 
Formation of Poland *League of Nations



PRIVATE
Historiography
Kennan – Wilson an impractical idealist 
Trask – Wilson had realistic war goals that coordinated with larger diplomatic aims



Espionage and Sedition Act.- suppress criticism, can’t interfere with draft 
1919: The Palmer Raids. 
Shenck vs. US – “clear and present danger” – open opposition to war will undermine war effort 
Abrahms vs.US – upheld Sedition Act 
American Protective League – pro-war activists, prosecuted and censored 
Senate rejects Versailles Treaty and League of Nations 
- Ireconcilables – Borah – disagree with Article X = involvement in foreign affairs 
- Reservationist – Lodge – accept treaty if Article X is clarified 
– only Congress can commit troops 
Eighteenth Amendment is ratified prohibiting alcoholic beverages. 
Race riots - Chicago 
Volstead Act – enforced 18th Amendment 
1920: Nineteenth Amendment grants Womens Sufferage. 
Women vote 1st time 
KDKA – 1st radio station 
Sinclair Lewis writes Main Street 
First Commercial radio broadcast. 



