PRIVATE
Polk (Democrat) (1844-1848)
1844: Election of 1844 –Polk (Dem) defeats Clay (Whig) and Birney (Liberty – anti-slavery) 
1845: Taxes annexation Bill – by Tyler – permits admission of Texas and Florida 
Annexation of Texas 
1846: Elias Howe invents the sewing machine. 
1846-1848: Mexican-American War- Gen. Taylor provokes Mexicans by moving into disputed 
Rio-Grande / Neuces River 
- Three part plan to take over Mexico – decide against 
Slidell Mission –Slidell sent to negotiate – rejected by Mexico 
1846,1847: Wilmont Provisto – no slavery in new states formed from Mexican land – rejected 
54” 40’ or Fight – Get Oregon below 49th parallel 
Reestablish Independent Treasury System – vaults 
Walker Tariff Bill – lowered tariff 
1847: Polk Doctrine – resurrection of Monroe Doctrine concerning admitting new states into union 
Obtain Oregon below 49 parallel 
1848: Trist Mission – Trists negotiates Treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgo 
- Get territory of Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming 
Gold is discovered at Sutter's Mill in California. 
Women's Rights Convention is held in Seneca Falls, NY – headed by Mott and Stanton 

PRIVATE
Taylor (Whig) (1848-1850) / Fillmore (1850-1852)
1848: Election – Taylor (Whig) defeats Cass (Dem. – father of pop. sovereignty) and Van Buren 
(Free-Soil – abolitionists) – Taylor dies (1850) – Milard Fillmore VP 
1850: Clay’s Compromise of 1850 – passes as separate acts during Fillmore – but violated 
- California free state 
- Other areas – popular sovereignty 
- US takes Texas debts 
- Slave trade banned in Washington 
- Fugitive Slave Law strengthened 
Clayton – Bulwer Treaty – U.S. and Britain agree to neutrality of a canal in Central America 
1852: Commodore Matthew Perry opens Japan to US trade. 

PRIVATE
Pierce (Democrat) (1852-1856)
1852: Election - Pierce defeats Scott (Whig) 
1853: Gadsden Purchase – buy land from Mexico to build RR 
"Uncle Tom’s Cabin" -- Stowe 
1854: The Kansas-Nebraska Act - passed to create two states for a RR to go to west – slavery in states 
determined by popular sovereignty – North fears overturn of Missouri Compromise 
New England Emigrant Aid Society – into Kensas / Nebraska territory 
1854-1859: Bleeding Kansas – Topeka (Free Soilers) government vs. LeCompton (slavery) gov. 
Ostend Manifesto – by Buchanan to take Cuba – rejected 
Walker expedition – Walker raises army, takes Nicaragua, Pierce recognizes new government 
1856: Lawrence Mob Violency: abolitionist materials burned 
Pottawatomie Massacre: John Brown kills four pro-slavery people

PRIVATE
Buchanan (Dem) (1856-1860)
1856: Election - Buchanan defeats Fremont (Rep –Free Soil) and Fillmore 
(Know Nothings) 
1857: The Dred Scott decision. 
- slaves are property to be taken anywhere – allows for slavery in North 
- Missouri Compromise unconstitutional 
LeCompton Constitution rejected 
Panic of 1857 – depression – Buchanan does nothing 
1858: Lincoln – Douglas Debates – on extension of slavery into new territories 
Free Port Doctrine – Dred Scott decision has to be enforced – if not 
popular sovereignty rules 
“A House Divided” against itself can’t stand – Lincoln’s speech 
1859: John Brown’s Raid – Harpers Ferry to free slaves 
1860: Crittenden Compromise – last attempt at amendment against barring slavery 
below 36’ 30 line - fails

PRIVATE
Lincoln (Rep) (1860-1865)
1860: Election of 1850 – Lincoln (Rep) defeats Douglas (Dem) 
- Lincoln not abolitionst 

PRIVATE
For Seccession
North violates rights – doesn’t 
enforce fugitive laws 
History – right to abolish a destructive 
government 
Money from treasury goes for 
Northern interests 
Government for the north 
Gov. taking away property 
No majority – rights taken away
Against Seccession
Not truly free and independent state 
Agreed to follow majority 
Gave up rights to join union 
“form a more perfect union” 
Contract among people not states

1860-1865: The Civil War 
1860: South Carolina secedes. 
Beginning of Industrial Revolution – “Guilded Age” 



PRIVATE
Historiography
Sibly – slavery overemphasized as cause for Civil War – more 
sectional differences 
Holt – slavery cause political struggle


1861: The Civil War begins at Fort Sumter – Beauregard (S) fires first shot 
“Necessity Knows no Law” – Lincoln increases army, navy, 1st income tax, 
greenbacks, no freedom of press or speech, Villandigham 
(Copperhead – Peace Dem) jailed 
Confederacy established – Davis – President; Stephens - VP 



PRIVATE
Confederate Constitution
No protective tariffs 
No federal funded improvements 
States could impeach federal officers 
States supreme 
Slavery protected 
2/3 of house to appropriate money (Problem)



1861: Kansas admitted as a free state 
Ex Parte Marryman – Lincoln suspends habeas corpus and passes martial law 
in Maryland – Taney says only Congress can Suspend habeas corpus 
Bull Run – South wins – Civil War becomes long 
1862: Pacific RR Act – partially fed. funded – gave land for RR 
Homestead Act – 1862 – gov. land grants for agricultural college 
1863: Battle at Antietam 
Banking Acts (1863, 1864) – establish federally charted banks 
Draft Riot - NY 
The Emancipation Proclamation. 
Battle of Gettysburg – turning point 
Lincoln announces "10 Percent Plan" (lenient plan) must pladge 
allegiance to US 
1864: Election – Lincoln (Rep) defeats McClellan (Dem) 
Wade – Davis Bill: South divided into military units until majority pledges 
allegiance and bans slavery 
Wade - Davis Manifesto: Congress controls Reconstruction 
Pullman Car and Refrigerated Car invented 
Sand Creek Massacre – Chivington attacks defenseless Indian village 
1865: Civil War Ends – Lee surrenders to Grant at Appomattox, VA 
1865: Freedman's Bureau is established – education and food 
Lincoln is assassinated – Andrew Johnson becomes president 
Johnson’s amnesty plan – pardons almost all Confederates 
Thirteenth Amendment – abolishes slavery 



PRIVATE
Historiography
Woodward – South unique, different, agric. 
Goven – sectional differences exaggerated 
Beringer – Confederacy defeated because of loss of will 
– poor leadership, defeat 
McPherson – defeat inevitable, internal divisions, Northern superiority 
Morison – War fought for moral issues 
Schlesinger – slavery couldn’t be peacefully abolished







PRIVATE
Andrew Johnson (Rep) (1865-1868)
1866: Ex Parte Milligan – Military courts can’t try civilians when civil courts 
are open 
Civil Rights Act is passed over Johnson's veto – gave blacks equal rights 
National Labor Union formed – short lived – attempted political involvement 
(womens rights, temperance, 8hr day, cooperatives) 
Fetterman Massacre – troops killed 
1867: Alaska Purchased. 
Grange – organization formed by Kelly for social and educational reform for 
the farmer – Farmers face deflation, debt, drought, depression 
Reconstruction Acts – divide South into 5 military units, protect black voting, 
establish new constitutions 
1868: Tenure of Office Act – Pres. Can’t remove any appointed official without 
Senate consent 
- declared unconstitutional – Congress can’t take away powers of Pres. 
14th Amendment – All persons born/ naturalized within US are citizens – 
equal protection 
Ku Klux Klan begins. 
Washita River – Custer destroys Cheyenne village 
Carnegie Steel Company is formed. 

PRIVATE
Historiography
Stamp – Reconstruction successful – economic consolidation, 
democracy, Amendments ratified 
Foner – failed to secure rights for blacks, corruption and fractionalism




