Sectionalism & National Growth 
I. Sectional Specialization 

A. Industrialization of the Northeast 

1) Factory system expanded quickly after Embargo Act and War of 1812 cut off competition from England. Factors assisting expansion: 

a) Water power from streams and rivers 

b) Capital accumulated by merchants and shipbuilders 

c) Plentiful labor supply 

d) Poor agricultural conditions 

e) Lowell (or Waltham ) system brought girls to factories for a few years. No permanent working class. Strike in 1834 to protest 25% wage cut

2) New England became center of textile mills, while Pennsylvania led in production of iron. 

3) Samuel Slater "steals" a spinning mill (1790) 

4) Inventions 

a) Oliver Evans completely mechanized a flour mill 

b) Eli Whitney 

i) Cotton gin to remove seeds from fiber 

ii) Interchangeable parts in production of rifles

5) Goals of Northeast section 

a) protective tariffs 

b) high-priced public lands to keep workers from migrating 

c) federally built internal improvements to expand home markets

B. Plantation agriculture of South 

1) Cotton gin's invention increased productivity (in 10 years production increased 800%) 

2) Removal of Indians from Southeastern US allowed expansion 

3) Success of cotton led to one-crop economy 

4) Goals of Southern section 

a) low tariffs to encourage exchange with England 

b) no internal improvements 

c) public lands available for sale in large chunks

C. Diversified farming in the West 

1) Small farms slowly gave way to specialized farms: 

a) Wheat in northern plains 

b) Corn and livestock in Ohio Valley 

c) Tobacco in Kentucky

2) Improved transportation allowed for marketing of surpluses 

3) Goals of the Western section 

a) low-priced public lands to encourage settlement 

b) protective tariffs to stimulate growth of a home market 

c) federally built internal improvements

II. Improvements in Transportation 

A. Demands created for better roads and canals: 

1) Northeast needed Southern cotton, western food 

2) South and West needed manufactured goods 

3) South needed food from the West

B. Many turnpikes (toll roads) built by private companies from 1800-1825. Most famous: Cumberland Road which allowed wagon traffic from the seaboard and the Ohio River. 

C. Canal Era(1825-35)--need for cheaper, faster freight transportation 

1) Erie Canal--350 miles and 88 locks--linked New York City (eventually) with New Orleans. Paid for itself in 7 years. 

2) Numerous other canals were constructed by private companies.

D. Steamboat traffic along the Hudson, Mississippi and Ohio Rivers became extensive in the 1820s and 30s. 

1) New York City to Albany--150 miles in 32 hours 

2) Stimulated agricultural economy of West by providing better access to markets at lower cost.

III. Missouri Compromise (1820) 

A. Missouri, populated mainly by Southerners, applied for statehood in 1819. 

B. Northern states opposed adding a new slave state to the Union, which would upset the balance of 11 free and 11 slaves in the Senate 

C. Compromise reached which stated 

1) Missouri would enter Union as slave state 

2) Maine would enter as free state 

3) Line drawn at 36o30Õ with slavery banned in the portion of the Louisiana Purchase north of that line.

IV. Monroe Doctrine (1823) 

A. Statement of foreign policy, not a treaty or law 

B. Problems leading to development of doctrine 

1) Recognition of Latin American republics 

2) European interference (Metternich's principle of intervention)

C. Elements of doctrine 

1) Western hemisphere not open to colonization by any European power 

2) U.S. would not intervene in European wars

D. Impact of doctrine not immediate, but it signalled America's emergence as a power strong enough to prevent European meddling in western hemisphere's affairs

War of 1812

I. Breakdown of Peaceful Coercion 

A. America dropped its embargo with France, only to be tricked by Napolean and losing more ships. 

B. Britain, stung by food shortages and an economic recession due to lack of cotton for mills, attempted to make concessions in June 1812. 

C. British support of Shawnee Confederation led by Tecumseh and the Prophet proved at battle of Tippecanoe (1811). 

D. War Hawks call for war. Issues: 

1) Land hunger 

2) British impressment 

3) Indian atrocities

E. Despite pleas from New England to remain calm, Madison asked Congress for a war declaration on June 18, 1812.

II. Military Campaigns of 1812-13 

A. Three-pronged attack of Canada failed due to American incompetence. 

B. US burn York (now Toronto), leading to later British burning of Washington, D.C. 

C. Naval victories on Lake Erie and Lake Champlain prevented British counterattack. 

D. Sea action 

1) American privateers damaged British shipping in early months 

2) British navy overwhelmed US ships and blockaded coast from New England to Georgia.

III. War's Conclusion 

A. Attack on Washington--4000 British troops burn White House, other buildings. 

B. Napolean abdicates in April 1814, leaving America alone to fight the British. 

C. At Treaty of Ghent, American and British negotiators agree to end fighting on December 24, 1814 

D. British invade New Orleans, only to be defeated by American troops under Andrew Jackson's command in January 1815
1850s: Decade of Controversy 
I. Economic Prosperity of 1850s 

A. Railroad building expanded tremendously

1. Mileage increased from 9000 to 36,600 miles in 1860
2. Most expansion concentrated in Northeast section of nation
3. First federal land grants (6 sections of land for each mile of track) set pattern of government assistance
4. By 1860 Northeast and Northwest sections linked by lines. Southern railroads formed a distinct unit with few links to northern rail lines.

B. Northern industrial growth

1. Market expansion for northeast manufacturers

a) Railroads for domestic markets
b) Clipper ships and steamships opened European markets. Faster and cheaper than sailing vessels

2. California gold rush added capital ($50 million in gold shipped east yearly)
3. Expansion of labor supply

a) Northeastern farmers unable to compete with western goods sent more workers to cities
b) Immigrants from Ireland and Germany b/c famines and unrest in Europe

C. Spread of Southern plantation system. Slavery seen as indispensable for South's prosperity.

1. Expansion of cotton production

a) Price rose from 6 cents/lb. in 1845 to 14 cents/lb. in 1857
b) U.S. produced 7/8 of world cotton supply by 1860

2. Expansion of tobacco market (200 million lbs. in 1850 to 430 million lbs. in 1860). 

D. Western agriculture expanded as a result of railroad growth and opening of European markets. 




Results:

1. Westerners became aware of world hostility to slavery
2. Westerners became convinced of importance of Northeast to their prosperity rather than the South which purchased a much smaller share of their produce

II. Persistence of the Slavery Controversy

A. Compromise of 1850 angered extremists on both sides

1. Admission of California as a free state
2. Remaining western territories organized with no restriction on slavery
3. End of all slave trade in the District of Columbia
4. Strict federal fugitive slave law
5. Assumption of Texas' debt by the national government

B. Southerners expressed interest in new potential slave regions

1. Cuba. U.S. sought to purchase Cuba from Spain. Ostend Manifesto stated U.S. "right" to seize Cuba if Spain refused to sell it.
2. Nicaragua. William Walker led a group of Tennessee volunteers who seized nation and ruled it for two years (1854-1856)
3. Mexico. Gadsden Purchase in SW Arizona territory in 1853 for $10 million for possible railroad route.

C. Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852) convinced many northerners of the evil of slavery

III. Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)

A. Stephen Douglas proposed that

1) Kansas and Nebraska territories be divided into two sections
2) Missouri Compromise be repealed, with settlers in each territory choosing whether or not they wanted slavery (popular sovereignty)

B. Effects of the Kansas-Nebraska Act

1) Party realignments

a) Whig Party collapsed
b) Know-Nothing Party (anti-immigrant, anti-Catholic) emerged
c) Republican Party, organized in support of keeping slavery out of the territories, gained strength in northwestern states

2) Bleeding Kansas violence as pro- and anti-slavery forces rushed in to Kansas territory.

IV. Dred Scott Case (1857)

A. Chief Justice Taney ruled that Scott (Dred Scott v. Sanford) could not sue for his freedom

1. Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional (Congress had no right to restrict slavery from territories)
2. Constitution and citizenship did not apply to blacks

B. Northerners feared that slave power might extend further, perhaps including German and Irish immigrants

V. Illinois Senate Election of 1858

A. Stephen Douglas and Abraham Lincoln debated throughout the state, focusing on slavery and its expansion

1. Freeport Doctrine (Douglas): people could keep slavery out by refusing to enact black codes and other laws necessary for its survival
2. Lincoln: "A house divided against itself cannot stand." Slavery should not be extended into territories

B. Lincoln loses election, but gains national prominence for his arguments

VI. John Brown's Raid--1859

A. Brown and his followers planned a slave insurrection to begin in western Virginia.
B. Seized federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry, but was quickly captured, tried, and hanged.
C. Impact of Brown

1. Northern abolitionists (Emerson and Thoreau) viewed him as a martyr, taking action against the evil of slavery
2. Southerners generally viewed Brown as a madman, symbolizing the fanatical hatred of the North
3. Moderates (Lincoln) condemned Brown's action, while admiring his commitment to countering slavery

VII. Election of 1860

A. Democrats split into northern and southern factions and nominated two candidates (Douglas and Breckenridge)
B. Former Whigs nominated Bell in an attempt to preserve Union with Constitutional Union Party. Strong only in Virginia and upper South
C. Republicans nominated Lincoln as a moderate compromise candidate.
D. Results:

1) Bell wins three states (Virgina, Kentucky, Tennessee)
2) Breckenridge carried the South
3) Lincoln carried the Northern states and won the
electoral vote, though earning less than 40% of all votes cast
4) On December 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded from the Union

Reform Movements in 19th Century America

I. Religious Sources of Reform 

A. Second Great Awakening--religious revivals among Protestants. 

1. Arminian, rather than Calvinist. Salvation was a matter of choice 

2. Focus on Second Coming of Christ. Need for reform of society 

3. Biggest impact among women. Evangelical mission to accomplish gave women more status

4. Frontier revivals featured emotional appeals and provided social meetings for settlers

B. New religious groups formed as instruments of reform 

1. Utopian societies created in reaction to urban growth and industrialization. Emphasis on community and withdrawal from society 

2. Shakers--socially radical. Abolished families, practiced celibacy, equality between sexes. 

3. Mormons—Org. by Joseph Smith in 1830 as a cooperative theocracy with himself as the Prophet. Due to persecution, Smith and his followers moved from New York to Ohio to Missouri to Illinois, and he was killed. Succeeded by Brigham Young, led migration to Utah.

II. Non-Religious Utopian Communities 

A. New Harmony, Illinois. 1825. Socialist center founded by Robert Owen to be self-sufficient and existing without currency. Failed after several years. 

B. Brook Farm Experiment. Transcendentalist, ( society's standards and Enlightenment, bel. individualism & the mysteries of nature. Contributors: Emerson, Thoreau, Hawthorne, Melville.

III. Other Areas of Early Social Reform 

A. Temperance--religious basis in violation of the Sabbath. Movement: moderation ( abstinence ( prohibition. Led by women, supported by factory owners b/c  massive absenteeism on Mondays. 

B. Education--compulsory education in every state by 1860. Led by Horace Mann, who secularized the curriculum and made it more practical to train citizens. 

C. Women's Rights--women were considered so inferior to men that they were not allowed to obtain higher education, vote, or control their own property 

1. Grimke sisters (1838) began with abolitionism, then turned to attacking the subordinate position of women. Similarities to position of slaves noted. 

2. Seneca Falls Statement (1848)--statement of women's mistreatment by men. 

3. Improvement made possible by: 

a) Democratic spirit of Jacksonian period, caused reformers to call for women's suffrage 

b) Industrial revolution demonstrated to women that they could enter occupations 

c) Reform movements, where women could crusade equally with men.

D. Abolitionism 

1. American Colonization Society (1816): gradually emancipate blacks, settle them in Africa. 

2. Abolitionism rose in the 1830s emphasizing racial equality. Want to free & educate blacks. 

a) William Lloyd Garrison The Liberator demanded immediate abolition. 

b) Theodore Weld worked for gradual emancipation through religious conversion. Used Oberlin College as training ground for abolitionists 

c) Organized abolitionists smuggled 2,000 slaves a year out of the South to Canada and deluged Congress with petitions despite the gag rule (1836): forbid the slavery debates

E. Humane Treatment of Individuals 

1) Dorothea Dix investigated and reported treatment of insane 

2) Legal code reforms 

a) Reduction in crimes punishable by death 

b) Abolishing of public hangings in many states 

c) Abandoning flogging and other cruel punishments

3) Prison reform--rehabilitation of criminals attempted to counter the tendency of prisons to create more hardened criminals. Work seen as way to reform criminals.

The Peculiar Institution of American Slavery 

I. Slavery's Economic Base 

A. Whitney's cotton gin (1793) allowed cotton to become the dominant Southern crop, more important economically than tobacco, rice, and sugar 

B. Both the North and the South profited from the prosperity of cotton

1. Cotton's huge profitability caused planters to buy more slaves and more land to take advantage of the economic potential 

a) 1800 18 million lbs. of cotton exported ($5,000,000 value), 7% of total exports
b) In 1830, 300 million lbs. of cotton exported ($30,000,000 value), 41% of total exports 
c) In 1860, 1,700 million lbs. of cotton exported ($191,000,000 value), 57% of total exports 

2. 80% of the world's cotton came from the South in 1860. Most went to factories in England 

II. Slavery's Social Base 

A. While a small number of whites owned slaves (only 1750 families owned over 100 slaves in 1850), they exerted enormous political and social power in the South 

B. Dominance by the aristocracy was basically undemocratic

1. It widened the gap between rich and poor
2. It hampered state-supported public education
3. It attempted to preserve the "cavalier" tradition--courteous, hospitable, and chivalrous 

C. Beneath the plantation slave owner were poor whites with less status

1. Lowland whites--mechanics, tradesmen, small cotton farmers. Owning no slaves, they were strong defenders of slavery
2. Poor whites--suffering from malnutrition and intense poverty
3. Mountain whites--lived in semi-isolation in Appalachian Mountains. Independent small farmers resenting both planters and slaves.

D. Beneath the poor whites were the 250,000 free blacks of the South. Free blacks were resented by Southern whites as examples of emancipation and many Northern whites because of their competition for work 

E. Bottom of social pyramid: 4,000,000 slaves.

1. Legal importation of slaves ended in 1808.
2. Slaves mostly concentrated in "black belt" of the Deep South
3. Slaves were bought or sold at auctions
4. Slavery was degrading to the dignity of victims and to the humanity of the whites 

III. Abolitionist Responses to Slavery 

A. Abolitionists differed from early antislavery movements in their emphasis on racial equality and were divided into two main camps: 

1.Gradualists (Theodore Weld) who favored a gradual erasure of slavery by Southern legislatures

a) Some suggested financial compensation to the owners
b) They believed serious social and economic problems could be avoided with gradual emancipation 

2. Militants (William Lloyd Garrison) who argued that no compromise with the evil of slavery was possible 

a) Demanded immediate emancipation without compensation
b) Opposed the Constitution as a "covenant with death and an agreement with hell."
c) Garrison published a powerful newspaper entitled The Liberator which attacked slavery and the government's collusion with the institution 

3. Organized abolitionists 

a) Underground Railroad: smuggled 2000 slaves a year to Canada and freedom
b) Barraged Congress with antislavery petitions despite a "gag rule" designed to prevent the discussion of slavery
c) Entered politics directly by establishing the Liberty Party

B. While abolitionists always remained small in number, their constant single-issue approach to slavery as a political and moral issue kept it in the public's eye

IV. Southern Defenses of Slavery 

A. Slavery was ordained by God, permitted in the Bible ("Slaves, obey your masters") 

B. Greek and Roman cultures each featured slavery 

C. Essential to the southern economy 

D. Preferable to the "wage slavery" of the North 

E. Beneficial to the blacks who had traded the barbarism of Africa for the blessings of security and Christianity 

