Key Events & Causes: War of 1812

Event
Date
Location
Significance

Napolean excludes British goods from "fortress Europe"
1806
Europe
American ships caught in middle as British respond with blockade. British seize 1000 U.S. ships, French ca. 500.

British impress American sailors
1803-1812
High seas
British captains took over 10,000 American citizens to man ships.

Chesapeake -Leopard fight
June 1807
3 miles off Norfolk, Virginia
Chesapeake fired on by Leopard after refusing to be boarded. 3 Americans killed, 18 wounded.

Embargo Act
December 1807
Washington, D.C.
Jefferson's attempt at "peaceful coercion" resulted in economic disaster for merchants.

War Hawks elected to Congress
1810
U.S.
Calhoun, Clay, others bothered by insults to U.S. and Indian presence

Battle of Tippecanoe
1811
Ohio River Valley
Tecumseh's brother (the Prophet) led attack on Harrison's army of 1000.

Congress declares "Mr. Madison's War"
June 18, 1812
Washington, D.C.
Pushed by War Hawks, Madison asked for declaration. All Federalists oppose it.

British capture Ft. Mackinac
August 16, 1812
Michigan 
U.S. lost fort as British invade American territory.

Invasion attempts of Canada
1812
U.S.--Canadian 
3 attempts of U.S. to invade Canada all fail.

Constitution vs. Guerriere
1812
Atlantic Ocean
Victory by U.S. ship ("Old Ironsides"). Other privateers captured or burned British ships. 

Battle of Frenchtown
January 1813
Michigan
Kentucky troops repelled by British and Indians in bloody fighting. American survivors killed in Raisin River Massacre.

Battle of York (Toronto)
April 1813
Toronto, Canada
U.S. troops took control of Great Lakes, burn York. This action later returned by British burning of Washington, D.C.

Battle of Lake Erie
September 1813
Put-in-Bay
British naval attack repulsed by Capt. Perry.

Battle of Thames
October 1813
Ontario, Canada
Tecumseh killed in U.S. victory. NW Indians weakened by battle.

Battle of Horseshoe Bend
March 1814
Mississippi 
Andrew Jackson defeated Creek Indians.

British ( US: Chesa., L. Champlain, & Miss R.
1814
Washington, D.C.
British burned capital's buildings, but were turned back at Baltimore harbor.

Battle of Plattsburgh
September 1814
Lake Champlain
U.S. secured northern border with victory over larger British force.

Hartford Convention
December 15,1814
Hartford, Connecticut
Group of Federalists discussed secession, propose 7 amendments to protect influence of Northeast states.

Treaty of Ghent
December 24, 1814
Ghent, Belgium
British and American diplomats agreed on status quo ante bellum

Battle of New Orleans
January 1815
New Orleans
Jackson's forces defeated British. 700 British killed, 1400 wounded. U.S. losses: 8 killed, 13 wounded

Chronology: Immigration and Expansionism (1830s-1850s) 

PRIVATE
1822 
Mexico wins independence from Spain 

1836 
Texas declares independence from Mexico 

1842 
Migration to Oregon begins 

1844 
Polk elected president
Anti-Catholic rioting in Philadelphia 

1845 
Texas annexed to U.S. as slave state 

1846 
Oregon Treaty
U.S. declares war on Mexico
Wilmot Proviso introduced in Congress 

1847 
Refugees from Irish potato famine arrive in large numbers to U.S. 

1848 
Treaty of Guadulupe Hidalgo settles Mexican-American War
Gold discovered in California 

1849 
Cholera epidemic erupts in Eastern cities 

Antebellum Period (1850-1861) & Civil War 

PRIVATE
1850 
Compromise of 1850 

1852 
"Uncle Tom's Cabin" published by Harriet Beecher Stowe 

1854 
Kansas-Nebraska Act;           Republican Party formed 

1856 
Bleeding Kansas;          Pottawatomie massacre 

1857 
Dred Scott v. Sanford;          Lecomptom Constitution 

1858 
Lincoln-Douglas Debates;          Freeport Doctrine 

1859 
John Brown's raid at Harper's Ferry 

1860 
Lincoln elected president as Democrats split
Crittenden Compromise fails;          South Carolina secedes 

1861 
Confederacy formed;          Ft. Sumter attacked;          First Battle of Bull Run
McClellan organizes Union army;          Union blockade begins 

1862 
Capture of Fts. Henry & Donelson;          Capture of New Orleans
Battle of Shiloh;          Homestead Act;          Seven Days' Battles
Battle of Antietam;          Emancipation Proclamation announced 

1863 
National Banking Act;          Battles of Gettysburg & Vicksburg
New York City draft riots 

1864 
Grant assumes command of all Union armies
Battle of the Wilderness;          Cold Harbor;          Atlanta falls to Sherman

Siege of Petersburg begins;          Lincoln re-elected president 

1865 
Hampton Roads Conference
Lee surrenders at Appomattox Court House
Lincoln assassinated


PRIVATE
Madison (Dem-Rep) (1808 - 1816)
1809: Nonintercourse Act – resumes trade with all but France and Britain 
1810: Fletcher vs. Pack - action of state can be declared unconstitutional 
1811: Charter for Bank of U.S. rejected 
Battle of Tippecanoe: Harrison defeats Indian Tecumseh who made alliance with 
Indians for defense 
1812-1814: The War of 1812 – to protest trade, stop impressment, protect mercantilism 
- War Hawks – want Canada to join 
- Federalist against war 
1814: Treaty of Ghent – ends war with a status-quo 
Era of Good Feelings begins 
Hartford Convention – Federalists against War of 1812 and mercantile practices of Madison 
1816: 2nd Bank of U.S. created 
1st protective tariff 
American Colonization Society founded – to relocate free blacks to Liberia 
Election of Madison (Rep) vs. King (Fed) 
Henry Clay’s American System – federally founded domestic improvements and protective tariff

PRIVATE
Monroe (Dem-Rep) (1816-1824)
1817: Veto of Bonus Bill by Madison – Bonus bill for domestic improvements 
Rush- Bagot Disarmament – between US and Br. – to get fishing rights 
1818: Convention of 1818 – enforcement of fishing rights – N. Louisiana boundary at 49 parallel 
1819: Transcontinental Treaty - Get Florida from Spain – Jackson invades, remove Spanish threat 
Panic of 1817 – land speculation, banks can’t pay loans of Bank of US = bank runs 
McCulloch vs. Maryland – Enforced constitutionality of 2nd Bank of US and “the power to tax is 
the power to destroy” 
Dartmouth College vs. Woodward- Broad interpretation of contract 
1820: Missouri Compromise – Main admitted as free state and Missouri a slave state but no slavery north 
of Missouri Land Act – reduce price of land – encourage development 
1822: Cumberland Road Bill – to build road – Monroe vetoes 
1823: Monroe Doctrine declared – No future colonization of this hemisphere 
Treaty with Russia – get everything under 54 parallel 

PRIVATE
John Quincy Adams (Dem-Rep) (1824-1828)
1824: Election John Quincy Adams (Rep) defeats Andrew Jackson (Rep), Clay (Rep) 
- Jacksons “Corrupt Bargain” 
Gibbons vs. Ogden – interstate trade controlled by fed. courts 
1825: The Erie Canal is opened. 
1826: Panama Conference (PAN American) - Congress doesn’t send ambassador to avoid slavery issue 
1828: Tariff of Abominations – protective – South opposes 
South Carolina Exposition and Protest – by Calhoun – reaffirms right of state to nullify

PRIVATE
Van Buren (Dem) (1836-1840)
1836: Election – Harrison (Whig) defeated by Van Buren 
1837: US recognizes the Republic of Texas. 
Oberlin College enrolls its first women students. 
Charles Bridge vs. Warren Bridge- only strict interpretation of contract 
Panic of 1837 – in part due to Jackson’s withdrawal of funds from Bank of U.S. 
- Van Buren does nothing 
1938 – 1839: Aroostook “War” – bloodless – boundary dispute between Maine and New Brunswick 
1840: Independent Treasury System – constructs vaults to hold federal money

PRIVATE
Harrison (Whig) (1840)
1840: Election – Harrison (Whig) defeats Van Buren 
- Harrison catches pneumonia and dies, VP John Tyler becomes president 



PRIVATE
Democrats
Jackson, Calhoun, Van Buren, Benton 
“Republicans” 
Against monopolies and privilege 
Decrease tariff 
For state rights
Whigs
Clay, Webster, John Quincy Adams, Harrison 
“Federalists” 
For national power; Bank of US 
Increase in tariffs 
Internal Improvements


