My Prompt: George Benard Shaw once proved that “ghoti” can phonetically spell the word “fish” using English pronounciation rules: “gh” like like the “f” sound in enough, “o” like the “eh” sound in women, and “ti” like the “sh” sound in motion. What about the English language puzzles you?

I speak English on a daily basis – I really do. In fact, some say I do well in English. Others marvel at my “A” essays while asking how I do so good in English. Yet, this language will forever remain a riddle to me. 

I never understood how something could be easy as pie. Have you ever tried to bake a pie? It most certainly is not easy. Nor have I ever understood how something could be cute as a button. I have seen many buttons in my time – rarely would I describe one as cute. Dead as a doornail? Well, Charles Dickens has already beaten that to death – so I shall leave it at that. 

The English Language – what’s up with that? (Don’t even get me started on slang usage.)


Then, of course, there’s the whole issue of plurals. Mouse and mice, house and houses – do you see the correlation? I don’t either. Noose and nooses, goose and geese, moose and… moose. Speaking of which, what make moose, deer, and fish so special anyway that they don’t need to have a plural tense? And if you own a computer company, you would stock up on keyboards, monitors, and… mice? Or is it mouses in this case? Why are those little rodents with freakishly red eyes so special then? As you can probably deduct by now, I was that annoying kid that always asked the teacher these questions to the idiosyncracies, the many idiosyncracies of the English language. They did not like that too much. Well, I thought, too bad for them. They had the bad luck to be landed with the inquisitive and opinionated me. 

And of course, the mystery of the “qu.” If every “q” is followed by an “u,” why bother using the “u” at all? Yes, I know there are certain words, few, but some words that include a “q” without a “u.” I play Scrabble too. But do we really need to shove a “u” into all those other words just to single out the few words we all use regularly like qat, faqir, and qoph?

But who am I to revolutionize the entire English language? I am simply an opinionated, outspoken, inquisitive Univeristy of Chicago hopeful who dared to upset the English teacher by asking her to explain the abnomallies in the English language. 

I will never find all the answers. Well, I am glad I never shall. I am satisfied that there will always be those riddles in life for me to question. I am elated that I will never have all the answers. That’s what makes life so much fun. My ultimate goal of understanding will never be realized – thank goodness for that. I want to keep reaching for that enlightened horizon that is always just beyond the next mountain, because good is unacceptable, better is not good enough, and best is unattainable. People always want what they cannot have. I am no exception.

