Ch. 10: Early Christian and Byzantine Art

· Christ died 33 BC => Christianity (mono, text-based)

· 3rd Cent: Last Supper est. as liturgy o Mazz

· BUT Christianity not see emperor as god => persecute

· ( to LC => LC follower up

· 313 AD: Constantine => Christianity (
Constantine and Christianity
· move capital: Rome ( Byz. (E. Rome more !)

· 313 AD Edict o Milan: Const. Saw 1. “in this sign you conquer” 2. Chi-Rho (place on shield)

· according to Eusebius, won battle @ Milvian Bridge in Rome

Divergence o E &W

· Justinian => division pronounced more

· Schism: patriarch v. Pope

· Artistic style diverge (though: Byz inf. It.)

Early Christian Art

Sarcophagi

· marble sarcophagus in Church o S. Maria Antiqua in Rome

· show Jonah as ideal nude

· Jonah spent 3 days inside whale, Christ 3 days in hell ( early Christians: duh!

· Roman poet & muse, reading Xian scrolls

· Trees divide: trees are wood => cross => ! motif

· Christ as good shepard

· John the Baptist stand on bank o R. Jordan & baptisize small Christ

· Symbolizes salvation ( Sarchophagus

· Old (left) ( New (right); good evil, light dark, etc.

Basicilcas

· Edict o Milan => free to construct

· Christian church built for people, not statues => basilican style (can hold ppl)

Old St. Peter’s

· altar: focal point @ east (where Jerusalem is)

· accompanied w/ Cross

· entrace @ Narthex : west

· apse: where image a Christ as Judge usually stands

· transept: added to Roman Bas: separate apse from nave & church shape like cross

· outside: brick, inside: mosaic, frescoe, marble col.

St.Paul Outside the Walls

· early church

· wooden beams in ceiling replaced by coffer

· like previous: wide nave, aisles, clerestory, apse, 

· impressive interier: gold, mosaics

Centrally Planned Churches

· polygonal building: radiate from central point & surmounded by dome

· used for baptisteries (bap. Performed) or mausolea (tomb)

· ambulatory: circular barrel vaulted passage: ran between centra space
Justinian (540 AD) and Byz. Style

· Ravenna: ! port in Italy : Justin’s artistic patronage there

· San Vitale: (for Saint Vitalis: Roman slave & matyr)

· Unbroken except by buttress & window

· Richly decorated: gold mosaics

· Apse mosaic: young, beardless Christ: halo has cross, flank by angel

· Hell/Roman inf: naturalism, shading, 

· Side mosaic: Justinian (flank by bishop & official) & Theodora

· Justinian never been to Ravenna => these mosaic serve as reminder of him

· ! o light

· “light o the world” ; Easter sun cult; Const: Invincible Sun

Hagia Sophia

· 532: massive rebuilding after revolt

· dome rest on Pendentive instead of a drum

· dome is single layer o brick

· much window & arcade => light & space

· Lunette: semicircular wall surfaces just below the arches

· Personal church o Just.; 

· Both buildings: unite Christendom, build churches, commission work o art express Christ.

The Codex

· codex: ancient book; flat sheet o parchment & vellum (calfskin)

· illuminate

· “book w/ many folded skin”

Vienna Genesis

· 96 folio (leaves), 24 survived: 48 miniture pix

· continuous narrative, no divider

Later Byz. Developments

· 8th/9th: Iconoclastic Controversy

· no depict human figure (yes: animal, plants)

· Iconophilies (W): say St. Luke painted image o Virgin & Child

· AD 726: Iconoclast gain ( o emp. Leo III => Edict v. graven images

· 843: edict lifted

· 13th cent: mosaic from Hagia Sophia ( good example o later Byz.

· Image o Christ reveal revived interest in organic forms

· Has facial expression

· Retained elements: kindda shaded, background gold, halo flat

